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Unit 1 Education

Part 1| Text A

My Law School Life

_ Background Information

1. The University of Colorado School of Law was established in 1892 and is a charter
member of the Association of American Law Schools ( 3 [H 7524 B 2R Fi-4251) organized in
1901. The school has been on the American Bar Association’s ( & [H @42 list of approved
law schools since its first publication in 1923, The school is located in the Fleming Law Building

on the southwestern corner of the campus.

( Source; University of Colorado at Boulder)

2. Westminster College of Law, now part of the University of Denver College of Law lying
in East Evans Avenue, Denver, Colorado, was founded in 1864, when Denver was little more
than an isolated place for gold miners. Founding father John Evans, a close friend of Abraham
Lincoln’s, was the Colarado Territory’s second governor. He’s recognized for his significant role in
establishing Denver as a hub for the railroad industry. Mount Evans, a 14, 264-foot peak visible
from the DU campus, was named for this influential figure. Started with the backing of local husi-
nessmen and the Methodist Church ( TDH/Y 22 #(%E), the University of Denver was originally
known as Colorado Seminary. The writer of Text A Sherman G. Finesilver, was once a student on
this campus.

(Source; Pre-Law —Westminster College, Salt Lake City, UT)



4. George Norlin, professor of Greek, assumed the presi-
dency (KK AJHRS5) of the university in 1919 and served in
that capacity for more than 20 years. During his tenure ({E#)
he led the university through the hard years of the Depression
(R4 1929—1933 FEEEH I T AH5<), and defended
academic excellence and freedom. By 1939, he had raised the
prominence (14 ) of CU to rank among the best “medium-
sized” institutions of higher education in the nation. The George

Norlin Award honors outstanding alumni ( B Ee\V A4, B A)

for their careers and service to society.

(Source; 125 Ways | 1920—1939 |

3. Boulder, a city of north-central
Colorado northwest of Denver. It is a major
Rocky Mountains resort and the seat of the
University of Colorado (opened 1877). 3%
ERE H 2 M R — T, LT P
mPGILER, P& E ki — 1> EE AR I
FEMABLE RLZ K% (1877 4EQIS0) #Y
B e .

(Source. City of Boulder, Colorado
— Official Home Page-Home Page)

University of Colorado or Results for George Norlin’ )

5. Sherman Finesilver, known most recently as the former chief judge of the U. S. Dis-
trict Court in Denver, died on Thursday, Oct. 12, 2006. He was 79.

Finesilver, the son of a railway mail
clerk who didn’t get beyond the sixth
grade, graduated from North High School
and the University of Colorado, where he
was a member of Phi Sigma Delta fraterni-
ty. He enrolled in the CU School of Law,
but was kicked out after his first year be-
cause of low grades. Finesilver got a sec-
ond chance at Westminster Law School,
now the University of Denver School of
Law. The dean made him repeat his first-
year courses, but this time, Finesilver
worked harder and grew to love the law, he
wrote.

« 2




Milestones in Finesilver’s life

1955 Appointed as a municipal judge in Denver three years.

1962 : Elected to serve as a Denver District Judge and re-elected four years later.

1971 Appointed as a federal district judge by President Nixon.

1982 : Named chief judge.

1994 . Retired.

In his own words

“Sooner or later, everyone will fall short at something important to them-whether it be a job,
a dream or a relationship. Flunking out of law school, I believe, made me a better judge; it cer-
tainly taught me about the frailties of the human condition, and about the need to give people sec-
ond chances. But failure also taught me that life is a road with unpredictable forks and unexpected
tomorrows. To take advantage of them, you can’t let yourself be destroyed by a defeat, or let oth-
ers set the limits on your ability to achieve. ” (ﬁ¢kﬁ—§-#ﬁ’%i{—§A§iEk$ﬁ_ﬁ, T
(SN 3 CRNS R 75 Elf . 8 TNA B FGEH R ERR T — 2 EIFHEE.
B SR AR L B (055 SR T AN L2 BT, R AL TR A S A A 2
FEUE TR ER, B FI XA, R RELL B C B — U i | e A LS
HCWHEE S FEi8.) Sherman Finesilver in a 1995 essay he wrote for Reader’s Digest, On
Flunking out of the CU Schaol of Law. This text is an adapted one.

(Source : burnetts@ Rocky Mountain News. com)

encounter v. to meet, especially unexpectedly; to come upon A1 mi#; #Hi8

e. g I first encountered him when studying at Cambridge.
The young scientists encountered many difficulties during their exploration.

stoop n. a small porch leading to the entrance of a house [ iR, ®’E

e g A little kid in a Catholic school uniform still hops up and down the steps of a stoop on one
foot.
I was still sitting on the stoop when Janir came shuffling into the parlor.

dean n. an administrative officer in charge of a college, or division in a university F2# (25 B B
Kk ZAIAE

e g. A month later, he was forced to step down as dean of the dental department at the col-
ngP.
He was a fellow of the University of Bombay, and was elected dean of the faculty of engi-
neering in 1879.

grade n. a mark indicating a student’s level of accomplishment 4%, 4%

e. g He got a grade A in maths.
Tim worked hard and got good grades.

calmly ad. in a relaxed and quiet way, not nervous HUEH, Vi



e. g Glen composed calmly at the funeral.
[ tried to speak calmly of the accident.
contact v. to get in touch with; to communicate with 5---FUf5EX &
e. g. Give the names of two people who can be contacted in an emergency.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries.
decision n. the passing of judgment on an issue under consideration; determination 238, .
e g. Do you ever wonder if you made the right decision ?
As chief executive, I often have to take difficult decisions.
excellent a. exceptionally good EL#EAY, HIFHY
e. g. His car is in excellent condition.
Second-hand computers can be of excellent value.
lawyer n. one whose profession is to give legal advice and represent clients in court £ Jfi
e. g. He refused to answer any questions until his lawyer came.
You have to study for a long time to become a lawyer.
urge v. to advocate earnestly the doing, or approval of; to press for % f7 F 9K, FRFUER
e g I got a note from Moira urging me to get in touch.
I have urged upon him the need for extreme secrecy.
career n. a profession or occupation 4=, HA\l
e g a teaching career
My career as an English teacher didn’t last long.
He realized that his acting career was over.
describe v. to give an account of in speech or writing iR
e g. The police asked her to describe the two men.
How would you describe yourself?
upset n. a disturbance, disorder, or state of agitation > E &L, PEL
v. to distress or perturb mentally or emotionally & .0 45 & %L
a. distraught; having been overturned > EFLH), FEW
e g. stomach upsel
If you are the victim of a burglary (¥%7) , the emotional upset can affect you for a long
time.
The bad news upset me.
James was upset because he had lost his ticket.
significant a. meaningful ; important H&E Y 1; EEW
e g The result is highly significant for the future of the province.
It is significant that the writers of the report were all men.
regard v». to look upon or consider FfF
e. g His work is highly regarded ( =regarded as very good) by art experts.
Paul seemed to regard sex as sinful and immoral.
admit v. to permit to enter; to confess RIFHEA; KA
.



e. g. Only ticket-holders will be admitted into the stadium.
Drake was admitted into the club in 1997.
She never admits that she is wrong.
practical a. useful /)
e g Skirts aren’t very practical in my kind of work.
It doesn’t sound like a very practical solution.
picture v. to form a mental image of; to visualize #J48, FHF
e. g. Tom, picturing the scene, smiled.
Picture what it would be like after a nuclear attack.
confidence n. a feeling of assurance, especially of self-assurance f§.(»; 1E4F
e g Our first priority is to maintain the customer’s confidence in our product.
I didn’t have any confidence in myself.
peer v. to look intently, searchingly, or with difficulty B4R BKIRE
e. g  The new postman peered through the mist, trying to find the right house.
The moon peered from behind dark clouds.
athletics n. activities, such as sports, exercises, and games {5 iz 3l
e g. But his primary passion was athletics.
Today’s world-class athlete no longer needs to have a full-time job to support his or her
athletics.
Spanish n. the language of the largest part of Spain; the people of Spain FEBLF1E, FAHEF A
a. VHPLF AW, PEBESFIEM
e g He majors in Spanish.
Spanish Civil War is a war fought in Spain, from 1936 to 1939, between the right-wing
nationalists, led by General Franco, and the left-wing Republicans.
enroll v. to place one’s name on a roll or register; sign up HEHEIC
e. g. I decided to enrol for *Art for Beginners’.
Anybody who has not yet been enrolled on the English course should contact the tutor.
attention n. concentration of the mental powers upon an object &, T .»
e g. My attention wasn’t really on the game.
She tried to pay attention to what he was saying.
given prep. considering 3% [EF]
a. specified; fixed F§EH
acknowledged or assumed R 1% fJ
Ja RN AR AT, —BER:
(D “if sb. is/were/had been given sth.”
e g. Given another opportunity, I would choose to study engineering rather than computer sci-
ence.
Given good weather, our ship will reach Shanghai Monday evening.

@ “taking sth. into consideration”



e g Given that there was so little time, T think they’ve done a pretty good job.

I think 1 did all right, given that T didn’t study much for the test.
fascinated a. extremely interested by sth. or sb. ¥R
e.g.  The boy was fascinated by her voice.

I was fascinated to see so many wild animals.
judge n. the official in control of a court who decides how criminals should be punished B
€. g Judge Builer gave the defendant a six-month jail sentence.

Sandra’s a very good judge of character.
meanwhile ad. at the same time [F) At
e. g.  They’re still working on our bedroom. Meanwhile, we’re sleeping out in tents.

Jim went to answer the phone. Meanwhile, Pete started to prepare lunch.
attorney n. lawyer ( American English) Jfi (E:NEE)
e.g.  The attorneys in Florida and Massachusetts are taking a different approach.

Lee is a working attorney undeniably in the mainstream of that community.
assistant n. someone whose job is just below the level of manager, etc B3
e. g My mother is the assistant principal at a school in Washington, D. C.
He was a red-blooded assistant bank manager.

appoint v. to select or designate to fill an office or position {£4y, -EIR
e g He’s been appointed to the State Supreme Court.

O’Connell was appointed as chairman.
award v. to grant as merited 2ZJj}

n. something awarded 2 5 ; 225
e. g The judge awarded me first prize.

Rosie was in London to receive her award as Mum of the Year.
failure n. the fact of not achieving the desired 2
e g Winston is not someone who accepts failure easily.

Harry’s plans ended in failure.
coast through to be successful at something without much effort £ #1353 ( BER)
e.g.  The Ugandan relay team are coasting through victory.

Gloucester seemed to be coasting through an easy 2 points.
stay put to remain in one place and not move IX5F
e. g. Stay put until I get back.

He won’t stay put long enough for me to take his photo.
hold down to succeed in keeping a job for a period of time B ( T/E)
e g He’s never held down a job for longer than a few weeks.

Clarke holds down two jobs to support his family.
take over to take control of something #F, #£%
e. g His only reason for investing in the company was to take it over.

Ruth moved into our apartment and promptly took over.



'fall short to be less than what you need , expected, or hoped for, or to fail to reach a satisfactory
standard AN M2 3 IAAE], RS (bRiE)
e g, American gymnasts fall short at world’s finals.
Shares in the company dropped 26points yesterday, as profits fell short of City expecta-
lions.
take advantage of to use a particular situation to do or get what you want | ffi
e. g. I took advantage of the good weather to paint the shed.

Don’t lend them the car—they're taking advantage of you!

Pre-reading Questions

1. What do you want to be in the future?

This is an open question.

2. Do hobbies or part-time jobs influence your grades at college? And how do you balance
the study with hobbies or jobs?

This is also an open question. Here is something for reference

a) Many students spend too much time working so they can afford to pay for their tuition,
books, housing and fun. There’s nothing wrong with this except it leaves little time for study-
hence, little time to learn.

b) Remember, the whole idea behind college is to advance to a higher level of education so
one can get a better job. It might be wise to try and delay some materialistic desires, work less.
and study more. Lots of studying and skill building increase the odds of your succeeding down the
road.

¢) However, the work-study balance is a difficult task to master. Most students don’t have
the money to attend school without working. They are forced to find a job that will help pay the
bills. The real question is, * When does work become detrimental to study?” For some it seems
that many hours of work is fine, but for others it’s too much to hack. Some sources suggest that
students who work about twenty hours a week get the best grades. Those who work less often pro-
crastinate or fail to focus on school assignments because they “think they have lots of time to fin-
ish”. Students who work more than 20 hours tend (o get too tired or don’t have enough time to do
good school work.

d) To successfully balance study and work there are two things you can do. One is tostudy
more effectively. The other is to restructure your method of generating income.

3. Suppose you are kicked out of school, what wonld you do?

This is an open question. If it is hard for you to answer it, you may try to answer questions
like this: Would you stop schooling at all or try your best to find another school?

4. Do you think adult school can be an access to success?

This is an open question.



