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Abstract

The social — assitant system is obviousely differ from each other between Chi-
na and the United State because of the gap in culture and social development .
Protestantism, Christianism and Judaism play important role in the assistance of
poverty in America. But in China, Confucianism, Taocism and Buddhism is the
basic of relief theory. American cherish individual freedom,and take individual-
ism as their important value. Chinese usually obay collectivism, and help each
other. Although Keynesianism used to be the dominent theory in political and e-
conomic field in America, but liberalism and neo — liberalism is the ruling theory
throughout the history. In china, maketing theory has maintain the ruling opposi-
tion today, but traditional people — first theory and socialism still have strong in-
fluence. The govermental social welfarel obligation target on poverty people in A-
merican. While in China, govermental obligation of citizen’ s welfare is still blurry
because of social transformation. The assistant system . in America include cash,
material ,service, voucher and tax etc. But in China, the main assistant way of
socil system mainly.limit to cash.

Alough t he differen is obvious both in theroy and practice betwwen China
and the United State, but there are many commonplace of social assistance system
in both country. Social assistance as part of social security have some basical
principle ,including; first, the main tool of anti — poverty largely depend of social
insurance and social assitance in the two country. Second, the main field of so-

cial assistance include life — security, mecial assistance, housing assistance, ed-
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ucation ssistance, and all the fields is based on the principle need of human be-
ing. Third, from the system history ,both country have experience three stage,
namely system — befor period, system — setting period and system — reform peri-
od. There are also other similar place in politic and economic practice. The Unit-
ed States is a model of marketing economic. China have carried on his marketing
reform since 1980s, so the United States have many mature experience about how
to supply social welfare and assistant the poor though market. This point is some-
thing like China. China . The United States and China are both big country and
there are many local differences in social assistance system within the countrys. So
the adminstration frame of federal and states(or center and local) is similar.
The social assitance obligation for the poor is a developemtal process both in
China and the United States. There are many different featﬁre in deferent period
and there are also common trend. The question about what is the assistance obli-
gation to the poor is the core of it’ s social security reform in America. The social
asisstace system have maketing trend. In the United States, therewas no govern-
mental assitanc to the poor before 1930s, the assistance function is carried by
family, non — profit organization and other social organizations. After the pass of
“Social Security Act” in 1935, the govermenal welfare began to expansion and
lasted on 1970s. Privatism and marketing began to be advocated and practice. In
the feudal period of China, the governmental assistance to the poor is based on
clanism and patrilineal. In the plan — economic period, the governmental assis-
tance to the poor is comprehensive by the unit (Dan Wei). After the implement
of reform and open policy, the governmental assistance to the poor is absent obvi-
ously, and since 21 century the government began to regain the social assistance

obligation to the poor through the construction of social assistance system.
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