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Unit 1 Education

Part I In-class Reading Text A

1. What do you want to be in the future?

2. Do hobbies or part-time jobs influence your grades at college? And how do you balance
your study with hobbies or jobs?

3. Suppose you are kicked out of school, what would you do?

4. Do you think adult school can be an access to success?

My Law School Life

By Sherman G. Finesilver

I My father knew that something was wrong when he me, late one afternoon
sitting on the of our house at that time. The of the University of Colorado School of
Law, I said, had decided that I couldn’t return to classes next fall. My were too low.

2 After listening , my father then the law-school dean. But there was no

« 7.



changing the . Your son is an young man, he had said, but he’ll never make a
. He even that I look for another . In the meantime, he advised that I stay
put in the grocery store where 1 worked on weekends.
3 I wrote a note to the dean to ask whether I could go back to the school. It went unan-
swered.
4 Even today words cannot my . I'd never really failed at anything
before. In high school I'd been a popular student and a highly regarded football player. I'd
coasted through the University of Colorado at Boulder without much hard work and had been
to its famous law school.
5 My dad knew how much I wanted to become a lawyer. He suggested I look at Westmin-
ster College of Law, where classes were held at night because students there held down day jobs.
6 Dad's advice was really , but it hurt like hell, when I began to myself
at Westminster after having attended law school at Boulder. In truth, my self- had also
been hurt badly. 1 began to wonder whether I had the ability to become a lawyer at all. But in the

end I went to see Clifford Mills, Westminster's dean.

7 Tl never forget him at me through his glasses. “Boy,” he said, “the only thing
you did well in at Boulder was and a course.
8 He let me at Westminster on one condition, that I repeat all my first-year classes,

this time paying

9 One door had closed. But others had opened.

10 a second chance, 1 worked much harder, becoming by law. In my
second year the professor who taught the course passed away and I was asked to take over. Then
for many years I taught classes on the subject for , law students and practicing lawyers

throughout the country.

11 I worked days in the Denver City office. It was anything but in-
teresting. But it led to a job as an . city attorney after graduation.
12 I became a county judge at age 28, one of Denver’s youngest. Later 1 was S

the President as a U. S. district judge. And, finally, I did return to Boulder to receive the Uni-
versity of Colorado’s George Norlin *-:. :

13 Sooner or later everyone will fall short at something important to them. Being kicked out
of law school, I believe, made me a better judge. It certainly taught me about the need to give
people second chances. )

14 But- . . also taught me that life is a road with unexpected tomorrows. To take advan-
tage of them, you cannot let yourself be destroyed by failure.

(515 words)



encounter

stoop

dean

grade

calmly

contact

decision

excellent

lawyer

urge

career

describe
upset
significant
regard
admit
practical
picture

confidence

peer

/in'kauntg/

/stuip/

/dizn/

/greid/

/ka:mli/

/'kontaekt/

/di'sizon/

/'eksalont /

oja/

/a:d3/

/ka'ria/
/di'skraib/

/ap'set/

/sig'nifikant /

/ri'ga:d/
/od'mit/
/'praektikal/
/'piktfa/

/'konfidons/

/pia/

n.

ad.

8

to meet, especially unexpectedly;
to come upon

a small porch leading to the en-
trance of a house

an administrative officer in charge
of a college or division in a univer-
sity

a mark indicating a student’s level
of accomplishment

in a relaxed and quiet way, not
nervous

to get in touch with; to communi-
cate with

the passing of judgment on an issue
under consideration; determination
exceptionally good

one whose profession is to give le-
gal advice and represent clients in
court

to advocate earnestly the doing or
approval of; to press for

a profession or occupation

to give an account of in speech or
writing

a disturbance, disorder, or state of
agitation

meaningful ; important

to look upon or consider

to permit to enter; to confess
useful

to form a mental image of; to visu-
alize

a feeling of assurance, especially
of sell-assurance

to look intently, searchingly, or
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athletics

Spanish

enroll

attention

given

fascinated
judge
meanwhile
attorney
assistant
appoint
award

failure

stay put

/20'letiks/
/'speenif/
/in'raul/
/a'tenfon/

/'givn/

/'faesineitid/
/dzadz/
/'miznwail/
/a'tomni/
/a'sistont/
/2'point /
/a'word/

/'feilja/

coast through

hold down

take over

anything but

fall short

take advantage of

prep.

with difficulty

activities, such as sports, exerci-
ses, and games

the language of the largest part of
Spain; the people of Spain

to place one's name on a roll or
register; to sign up

concentration of the mental powers
upon an object

considering

specified; fixed

acknowledged or assumed
extremely interested by something
or someone

the official in control of a court
who decides how criminals should
be punished

at the same time

lawyer ( American English)
someone whose job is just below
the level of manager, etc

to select or designate to fill an of-
fice or position

to grant as merited

something awarded

the fact of not achieving the de-

sired

R <F

BAHRE] (HAR)
A (T4E)

BT, BY
WAL, 4N

"wE

PHPLSF IR, PO BE
FAN
FEAHEIC

EE, TL

#1835

R HER
282 430]

oo RIERY

W
e

R St
i

fEdr, R
i

i s 2RI
K

AR AR, ARG (BRE)

MM



The University of Colorado / kola'ra:dou/School of Law
Boulder /'boulda/

Westminster /'westminsta/ College of Law
Clifford Mills /'klifad milz/

Denver /'denva/

George Norlin /'no:lin/ Award
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1. But there was no changing the decision. (Para.2) {H 2K P E MRS,

But still the dean would not change his decision, and I couldn’t go back to the law

school.
2. ... make a lawyer
------ AN (Para. 2)

become a lawyer

make: become (something) , especially by having the necessary characteristics

3. In the meantime, he advised that I stay put in the grocery store where I worked on week-

ends. (Para.2)

[ il 2 SR AR LA E TR R ARAT LRI N AR 820 T F %

At the same time, he thought 1 could only do well in ordinary jobs like those I did in the

grocery store, and so he gave me advice that, instead of trying to make myself a lawyer,

I had better focus on the part-time job I had been doing on weekends.

4. It went unanswered. (Para.3) F{E& k.

The dean didn't write back after I sent him the note. I had no hope of going back to the

school.

go ME T &Rhia, HGahia ) 2 aTE un-iRiE.

5. ... but it hurt like hell. (Para. 6)
""" fHX RO AR HESZ

but it hurt me very much.

(dEIEXHTE) like hell AFRIAIER . XEFRAELZE THE, BEERE.

6. ... when I began to picture myself at Westminster after having attended law school at

Boulder. ( Para. 6)

&
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when I began to see how shameful it would be to study in Westminster College of
Law, a school for less famous than the one I had been to at Boulder—the University of
Colorado School of Law.
the only thing you did well in at Boulder was athletics and a Spanish course.
(Para. 7)
""" PRSI RAGE A— T T B DR ST A5
You could have good performance in sports, but academically you were a poor student.
Given a second chance, | worked much harder. .. (Para. 10)
B RZAS,, RFEAEENT, o
The dean of Westminster College of Law gave me another chance to study law, so I de-
cided to make good use of this opportunity and worked harder than before. . .
Meanwhile I worked days in the Denver City Attorney's office. (Para. 11)
flEt, EARESHBTREE AT LB,
At the same time I worked in the Denver City Attorney’s office during daytime.
failure also taught me that life is a road with unexpected tomorrows. (Para. 14)
"""" R M FE AR AT A AL 2 i FEE T R R B
You never know what will happen tomorrow. You may fail some day, but later you may
have chances to be successful. This is what the experience of being kicked out of Colo-

rado helped me to realize.

. Read Text A and answer the following questions.

What did the dean in Colorado think of the writer when he was in the law school?

How did the writer feel when his father advised him to try Westminster College of Law?

What does the writer mean by “One door had closed. But others had opened. " ?

What benefit did the writer's being kicked out of school bring him?

What did the incident teach him?

Decide whether the following statements are True or False.

) 1. T had tried very hard and was enrolled to the University of Colorado School of Law.

) 2. My father understood very well why I had been kicked out of the University of Colo-
rado.

) 3. 1 finally managed to go back to the University of Colorado for further study.

) 4. It would have been impossible for me to become a judge if I hadn’t been kicked out
of the University of Colorado School of Law.

) 5. This is a story that teaches us how to make use of a second chance.



M. Find in the right column the expressions closest in meaning to those on the left.

1. practical a. meantime

2. significant b. stare

3. upset c. useful

4. meanwhile d. distress

5. lawyer e. important

6. peer f. attorney

7. district g. ruin

8. destroy h. area

IV. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the words and phrases given below.
peer stoop encounter confidence
urge picture enroll appoint
take over take advantage of fall short hold down

1. Mr. James is a strange old man who likes to sit in the all day long watching
people.

2. After the accident it took a long time before she had the to get on a plane
again.

3. He was through the wet windscreen at the cars ahead.

4. The poor man is three jobs at the same time in order to support his family.

5. Tim in a four-year teacher-training course in London.

6. 1 the good weather to paint the wall.

7. The company has __ a new sales director.

8. He the young woman as she was leaving a supermarket.

9. I can still her lovely blue eyes and sweet smiles.

10. Everyone thought Henry would the company afier his father died.

11. T got a note from Mary me to get in touch.

12. He would sack any of his staff who of his high standards.

V. Cloze.

Churchill’s childhood was an unhappy and 1 one. A speech problem, which he never
entirely 2 , made him a shy and silent child, and the only 3 he enjoyed was from
Mrs. Fverest, his nurse. His poor performance at school led his disappointed father to send him
to the Royal Military College—and to make matters worse, Winston failed the entrance exam twice
before 4 managing to pass it. Once there, 5 , his talent for the art of war became
clear, and he graduated 20th in a class of 130. In 1895, the year his father died, he entered the
army and was sent to Cuba, where he 6 his talent for writing. Churchill was very happy
when his reports on the Cuban War of Independence attracted great 7 , and he seriously

.« e



thought about a career as a journalist. After Churchill went into politics, he 8 in his first

election. To distract himself from this 9 failure.. he ran into action, going to South Africa
to 10 the war there for London Morning Post.
1. A. fascinating B. sad C. lonely D. excellent
2. A. overwhelmed B. took over C. made through D. overcame
3. A. help B. friendship C. friend D. confidence
4. A. in the end B. at the end C. finally D. timely
5. A. however B. though C. although D. again
6. A. pictured B. discovered C. created D. imagined
7. A. decision B. attention C. upset D. award
8. A. failed B. upset C. missed D. dropped
9. A. shameful B. practical C. academic D. significant
10. A. hold down B. peer at C. kick out D. report on
VI. Translate the following sentences into English.

—
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Part I After-class Reading Text B

Homeschooling in the U. S. A.

1 Last year alone, more than one million children in the United States chose homeschooling
over traditional education. This surprising figure was released by the National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics. Homeschooling is a recent development in education. Not very long ago, it was

still considered too radical by many education experts. Nowadays, it has been accepted in every



state. Thousands, or even millions of children have tried homeschooling and many more parents
are seriously considering homeschooling.
2 The interesting thing was what led to such a change? There have been many recent sur-
; to suggest that parents are getting impatient and fed up with our public schooling system. It

is seen as being superficial with no real-life skills being applied and taught.

3 Parents are also concerned about the negative picture so very often described in news.

Examples are school students taking drugs in schools, fighting with fellow students and even
bringing guns and knives to school. Parents are deeply worried about how the behavior of these
students would affect the healthy growth of their children. ,

4  Homeschooling, on the other hand, offers an opportunity to end all that and allows par-
ents to bring up their children in a natural and loving environment. It is especially important in
the early years of a child’s development ( between three to twelve years old) because this is the
period where they are easily affected by negative influences and peer pressure and cannot tell
what is right and what is wrong. Homeschooling helps to keep them from some of these bad influ-

ences.

5 Another benefit of homeschooling is a nice relationship between the child and the par-
ents. The parents and the child spend more time together, forming a great bond. The bond gets
stronger as time passes and later parents will find that they can connect with their child better
than they have ever thought before.

6 Parents can also have better control over the kind of moral and religious beliefs that a
child should have. They pass their moral values
and beliefs onto their child easily since they
spend more time together.

7  So what 1s stopping parents from adop-
ting homeschooling? One important thing is,
homeschooling requires a lot of time and
money. For most families, both parents need to
be working full-time to support the family.
Many homeschooling families depend on one
parent for the income, because the other par-
ent has to spend all the time on teaching the
child. Therefore in some cases, it is not possi-
ble to adopt homeschooling unless the family
has stable income.

8 To help guide and support home-
schooling families, more and more homeschool-
ing support groups are appearing in the neigh-

borhood. Some have even gone online. If par-

ents do decide to go homeschooling, there is



