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Preface

The first session of Chinese Poetry Festival, sponsored by the local government of Ma’anshan
City, is a gala of all poets and also an event of epoch-making significance. This grand meeting is
hosted by Ministry of Culture of China, Chinese Writers’ Association and Anhui Provincial Government.

Poetry, calligraphy and painting are separate in art form but their fusion is old-established. It is
manifested in Su Shi’s remarks on Wang Wei — the painting is in the poem and in the painting is the
poem. Therefore, to host such a painting and calligraphy exhibition during the Poetry Festival is sure
to be the focus of everyone’s attention.

Poetry is an expression of our mind. It is difficult to accurately understand the rich meaning of the
poetry, especially to express by writing, nevertheless, more than 100 great painters and calligraphers
are pleased to be invited by Poetry Festival Organizing Committee and Research Institute of Chinese
Painting, where they write and paint as their own aesthetic and expressing mode. Their works are
glorious or tranquil, elegant or quiet. They may describe generally, and they may refine elaborately.
All these are vivid expression of authors’ understanding of poetry and their precious present for the
First China Poetry Festival and the audience.

Li Bai, the greatest poet, excelled in poetry. As Li Bai wrote more than 50 poems singing for
Ma’anshan, and chose Ma’anshan as his permanent dwelling, the “First City in East Changjiang” has
historically obtained the reputation of the Poetry City of China.

Over 600 famous poets following Li Bai, habitated here in succession, such as Bai Juyi, Du
Xunhe, Jia Dao, Du Mu, Lu You and Su Shi, and wrote more than 1000 well-known poems. Now I
want to mention for special that most of the artists on invitation have chosen the works about Ma’anshan
from Li Bai and these masters. It is that we yearn for the Saint and show our endearment to this
famous city in East Changjiang.

I sincerely thank the masters for all their generosity!

As the preface.

Chen Suhan

Ma’anshan City
October, 2005
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