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Chapter 1 A General Survey of English
Lexicology

(&5 L 2P )

The English language today is getting the more and more important position in the world. It is

one of the most widely-used international languages in the world.

1.1 English as a Language of Worldwide Use

English has a history of about 1500 years, developing from a local language spoken by a
small number of people. It was not until in the year 1362 when English was restoring to its rightful
place as the language of Britain. This could be regarded as the official recognition of English.
People at the time could never imagine that the English language would become one of the most
important languages in the 20th century all over the world.

English is less loved but more used. More and more people speak, write and use the English
language. It is said that, 70 percent of the world’s mail was in English and 60 percent of its radio
and television broadcasts was in English. If the world was a global village, then the world lan-
guage would be indeed English.

As a world language, we have to analyze the major international domains of English, such as
working language of international organizations and conferences, scientific publication, interna-
tional banking, economic affairs and trade, advertising for global brands, audio-visual cultural
products, international tourism, tertiary education, international safety, international law, as a
“relay language” in international translation, technology transfer and Internet communication,

etc. It makes the world go round, and few indeed can afford to “knock it” .

1.1.1 English as a native language or a mother tongue

Nowadays, English is spoken as a native language or a mother tongue by more than 400 mil-
lion people in the British Isles, the United Stats of America, Canada, Australia, and New Zeal-
and, and it is also spoken as a first language in the West Indies and South Africa, and the other
former British colonies. The native speakers may feel the language “belongs to” them. They live,
for the most part, in countries in which the dominant culture is based around English. These
countries, however, are experiencing increasing linguistic diversity as a result of immigration.

. 3.



1.1.2 English as a second or an official language

The English language is used as a second language or an official language in government, or
as the medium of instruction in schools and universities in those countries where English has an
important position. In some of the developing countries, English is one of the official languages,
such as in some African states—Kenya, Ghana, Nigeria, etc. , some Asian countries—India,
Malaysia, Nepal, Philippines, Pakistan, Singapore, etc. , and the Caribbean... Second lan-
guage speakers use English in different contexts. They might use a local form of English, bul may
also be fluent in international varieties. Worldwide over 1. 4 billion people live in countries where
English has official status. It is estimated that the number of speakers with varying degrees of pro-
ficiency range between 300 million and 400 million throughout the world-about as many as the to-

tal of mother-tongue users.

1.1.3 English as a foreign language

English is one of the * working’ languages of the United Nations. Large growing numbers of
people—at least 400 million to 1 billion people in the world speak and write English as a foreign
language for the purpose of science, technology, new thinking in economics and management ,
new literature and international communication. It is the main language of the world's books,
newspapers, and advertising. More and more scientific research papers are probably published in
English than in any other languages, and the preeminence of English in commercial use is un-
doubted. It is the official international language of airports and air traffic control, of the chief mar-
itime conferences, of diplomacy, and of sports. Two thirds of the world’s scientists write in Eng-
lish. Three quarters of the world's mail is written in English. Over eighty percent of all the infor-
mation stored in the electronic retrieval systems of the world is stored in English. English has be-
come an universal and dominant language of international communication.

Meanwhile, no language is more widely studied or used as a foreign language than English in
schools, institutes of higher education, and through tke use of a wide range of “self-help” mater-
ials. The desire to learn English is immense now and apparently insatiable not only in other coun-
tries, but also in China. Since China is open to the world, we have to communicate with the

world.

1.2 Some conceptions of English Lexicology

1.2.1 What is language?
There are many definitions of “language”. American linguist Edward Sapir (Sapir, 1921,
p- 8) thought that language relates to communication between human beings. His definition is:
“Language is a purely human language and non-instinctive method of communicating ideas, emo-
tions, and desires by means of a system of voluntarily produced symbols. ” Another American lin-
guist Charles F. Hockett (Hockett, 1958) argued that human language was of interchangeabi-
4.



lity, productivity and cultural transmission.

A modern British linguist David Crystal ( Crystal, 1989, p.25) wrote: “language as hu-
man vocal noise (or the graphic representation of this noise in writing) used systematically and
conventionally by a community for purposes of communication. " Language is also defined as: “a
form of human communication by means of a system of symbols principally transmitted by vocal
sounds” (R. H. Robins, 1990, p. 12) . In fact, language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols
based on physiology, psychology and physics. It is a specific social action and a carrier of infor-
mation used for human communication in a society.

Generally language is considered to be a form of communication between human beings by
means of a system of symbols which principally transmitted by vocal sounds. It serves society as a
means of intercourse between people. There are two main forms of language: the spoken word
which is the first and foremost, and the written symbols of spoken words. Any language reflects
the culture of a society in.a particular period. And communication is the principal function of lan-
guage. Language helps us to exchange information to learn, to plan, to cooperate, to establish
and maintain relationships. It helps us to refer to things that are removed from us in time and
space.

Here are some important elements of language :

@ phonetics—of speech sounds.

@ phonology— of speech sounds in the context of language systems.

@ lexis— of words.

@ morphology—of the structure of words (id]i%) .

@ semantics—of meaning, relationship between word and the real world.

@ syntax—of the structure of phrases and sentences (J#:) .

1.2.2 What is linguistics?

Generally speaking, linguistics is the scientific study of language. To be more exact, linguis-
tics is “the study of human speech including the units, nature, structure and modification of lan-
guage. " ( Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary. p. 669) Linguistics consists of three branches:

phonetics, lexicology and grammar.

1.2.3 A definition of lexicology
Lexicology is the branch of linguistics concerned with the study of the vocabulary of a given

language. It is the study of the origin and meaning of words. There are two morphemes (%,

JEAZE) in the word “ lexicology " —one is “lexico or lexikon”  (from Greek) — means
“word”, the other is “logy or logie” — means “learning” and “the study of ”. So lexicology
means “the science of words” . English lexicology deals with words—origin, development, histo-

ry, structure, meaning and application.



1.2.4 Why should we study English lexicology?

English lexicology as one of branches of English linguistics may be useful in vocabulary study
because it derives from practice and should guide practice. Students will use the basic knowledge
to understand the material already familiar to them from English classes, and apply it in their fur-
ther study of English. The purpose is to help the leamers to acquire the knowledge of English vo-

cabulary, and to improve their ability to analyze and use English words.

1.2.5 What is word?

“ Word " can be defined as.

@ “the smallest significant unit of speech” (by ancient Greek Philosopher Aristotle, Ste-
phen Ullmann, Semantics: An Introduction to the Science of Meaning, p26) ;

@2 minimum free form (by American linguist Leonard Bloomfield, 1933) :

® with a unity of sound and meaning (A word is a sound or, usually, a sequence of sounds
that is conventionally associated with an object, concept, and so on. )

@ capable of performing a given syntactic (47{f#)) function;

@ a fundamental unit of speech and smallest /minimal free form.

The characteristics of words are . word is an uninterruptible unit; word may consist of one or
more morphemes; word occurs typically in the structure of phrases; word should belong to a spe-
cific word class or part of speech. Every word has a fixed sound form and a certain meaning. It is
impossible that a word could have only sound but no meaning, or only meaning but no sound. The
sound of a word is inseparable from its meaning.

It is very essential in learning the words of a language. British lexicologist Michael McCarthy
said (1990): “No matter how well the student learns grammar, no matter how successfully the
sounds of L2 are mastered, without words to express a wide range of meanings, communication on
a L2 just cannot happen in any meaningful way. " (G #§, 2002) Words are building blocks
of thought, the keys to accurate thinking. Knowladge is gained through words.

1.2.6 What is vocabulary?

Vocabulary is one of the three elements of language ( speech sound, grammar and vocabula-
ry) . All the words in a language together constitute what is known as its vocabulary. The vocab-
ulary is a resource for talking about the world and life. English linguist David Wilskins (1972)
said, “Without grammar, very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary, nothing can be con-
veyed. ”

@ glossary—a kind of collection /list and explanation of special words. It is a type of refer-
ence work which lists a selection of words or phrases, or terms in a specialized field, usually in
alphabetical order, together with minimal definitions or translation equivalents.

@ dictionary— “a reference book containing words usually alphabetically arranged along
with information about their forms, pronunciations, functions, etymologies ( iG {2 ), mean-
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ings, and syntactical and idiomatic uses. 7 (Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary) . Dictionary
use is a kind of language-focused learning,

@ What is the size of the English vocabulary? How many words are there in the English lan-
guage? No easy answer is possible. The Oxford English Dictionary (1989) defines over 615,000
items described as “words” in a promotional press release.

Reports of the size of the English language in the popular press have a very wide range: from
400,000 to 600,000 words ( Claiborve, 1983, p.5), from a half million to over 2 million
( Crystal, 1988, p.32), about 1 million ( Nurnberg & Roseblum, 1997, p. 11), and 200,000
words in common use, although adding technical and scientific terms would stretch the total into
the millions ( Bryson, 1990) .

As to the size of individual vocabulary, Stuart Berg Flexner, the noted American lexicogra-
pher, suggests that the average native well-read person has a vocabulary of about 20,000 words
and probably uses about 1,500 to 2,000 in a normal week’s conversation. MaCrum, an educator,
puts a well-educated person’s vocabulary at about 15,000. The Collins COBUILD English Lan-
guage Dictionary (1995) claims that of all words, 15,000 words cover 95 per cent of the run-
ning words of their corpus, of which 6, 600 high frequency words constitute the core of English

vocabulary.

Vocabulary size and text coverage in Brown corpus

WL A i % [ % R HE%
1,000 72.0%

2,000 79.7% 7.7
3,000 84. 0% 4.3
4,000 86. 8% 2.8
5,000 88.7% 1.9
6,000 89.9% 1.2
15,851 97.8% 7.9

( taken from Frencis and Kucera, 1982)

@ How much vocabulary does a second language learner need? Liu Na and Nation (1985)
have shown that we need a basic vocabulary of about 3,000 words (or word families) which
provides coverage of at least 95 per cent of a text before we can efficiently learn from context with
unsimplified text. This is a large amount of start-up vocabulary for a learner, and this just to com-
prehend general texts. (Schmitt, N. ete. 1997, Vocabulary: Description, Acquisition and Peda-
gogy) Most researchers nowadays recommend a working vocabulary of over 5,000 word families is.
probably desirable for more specialized needs.

7.



1.2.7 Different approaches to the study of words

@ From the viewpoint of historical linguistics—the origin and development

@ From the viewpoint of morphology—word structure and word formation

@From the angle of syntax (/]j%) —part of speech and grammatical functions

@ From the viewpoint of psycholinguistics (155 3% ) —how people leamn language,
e. g by association: “act— actor— actress— action— active— activity”

@ From the angle of sociolinguistics—proper words in proper background, e. g address
words in social context— “ names”

First Name Title Name Full Name Last Name

(first, short, close relation/ title, formal/ meet first time/ last, family name, surname)

@From the angle of pragmatics (n. &%)

Pragmatics—the study of language as it is used in a social context and affects the interlocu-
tors (Xfi%# ) and their behavior. Context is a major source of supplementary information. What
we need to say is minimized by the context in which the utterance takes place and by shared
knowledge. Without context, without pragmatics. Related to pragmatics is discourse analysis, the
study of the organization and dynamics of conversations, e. g.

Free beer tomorrow! (if without “2006. 3.20™)

The last three days on sale! (if without “2006. 3.25 ~28")

What did you say? (not heard clearly or in a violent situation )

@ From the angle of semantic (if ¥ 2%) —study word meaning and sense relation

denotation (4ME): word meaning in dictionary

connotation ( NiH ) . different meaning in different culture or affective meaning, more sub-
jective links, links of the kind that result from word association exercises, e. g

moon—round—full—moon (rich in China)

black Negro nigger

m—sense between different words -

synonym (meaning the same thing, Z W, 3.3.1) —look/see, watch/observe, answer/
reply, buy/purchase. . . .

antonym ( meaning the opposite, 2 W 3.3.2) —clear/ vague, large/small, up/
down. . .

hyponym ( meaning narrower and included in a more general term F ¥ W, &1
3.3.6) —colour (superordinate) : blue, black, red, white, yellow, green. ..



Chapter 2 The Sources and Classification
of English Vocabulary

(B LA R IR 540 2)

The English people are of a mixed blood, so its language is of a mixed character. From 55
B. C. to 410 A. D. , Britain was invaded and ruled by the Roman conqueror Julius Caesar ({4
fit, 100 -44 B. C. , {E X GHPKE, BIEEK, %) . The occupation lasted for about
400 years. Latin was the official language of culture and government. Then came the Angles,
Saxons and Jutes in 449 A. D. , the Scandinavian invasion and settlement in 886, the Norman
Conquest in 1066. Before becoming a national language, English had borrowed a great deal of vo-
cabulary from German, Latin, Greek and French. The general adoption of English, or the official
recognition and restoring English to its rightful place as the language of the country was in the 14th
century. It was the Industrial Revolution that enabled the British to race far ahead of all the other
countries. Britain became the world workshop and the largest enpire in history by foreign plun-

der, expansion and aggression, taking up one fifth of the world's total dry land.
2.1 The Sources of the English Vocabulary

2.1.1 The Old English Period (450A.D. —1150A.D. )

The characteristic of Old English vocabulary is resourcefulness. The language in this stage
shows great flexibility, a capacity for bending old words to new uses. By means of prefixes and
suffixes a single root is made to yield a variety of derivatives, and the range of these is greatly ex-
tended by the ease with which compounds are formed. So it is the period of full inflections (¥

&, the grammatical marking of a lexeme by means of an affix) .

The first people in England about whose language we have definite knowledge are the Celts.
In 55 -54 B. C. , Britain was invaded by the Roman conqueror, Julius Caesar. The Roman occu-
pation lasted for about 400 years, during which the official language of government was Latin. The
native language was British, one of a family of Celtic languages. The “Germanic Conquest” came
at the fifth century A. D. Three tribes of Germanic peoples from Northern Europe, crossed to Eng-
land. The three tribes were Angles, Saxons and Jutes. They merged into one people whose dia-
lects grew into a single language—English. This Germanic language had replaced the original Cel-
. 9.



tic language of Britain in nearly all of England as well as in southern and eastern Scotland. The
result was known as Anglo-Saxon or Old English. So the English language of today is the language
spoken by the three Germanic tribes, and the subsequent mixture of the three people. It is esti-

mated th'tt about "5 30 pPrcent of El‘lgllbh vocabulary is Anglo-Saxon words.

It was the Roman ConqueSt that thc Latm had a great mﬂuence upon English language. The
Latin words came into English through Celtic transmission, and by the introduction of Roman
Christianity into Britain in 597. The Latin civilization influences were not only extensive, but
thorough and marked the real beginning of the English habit of freely incorporating foreign ele-
ments into its vocabulary.

And more than half of present English words in common use are derived from Latin and used
in military and official class, cities and towns. By means of prefixes and suffixes, a single root is
made to yield a variety of derivatives and the range of these is greatly extended by the ease with
which compounds are formed. So the noun, the adjective, the definite article, the personal pro-
noun, the verb, and the preposition express fundamental concepts, e. g

church—bishop/ pope/ priest/ temple/ rule

clothing and household—cap/ chest/ silk/ sock

food—pear/ lobster /cook

animals—elephant/ camel/ tiger

lilerature—school/ grammar/ meter/ master/ noon/’ anthem/ angel. . .

English bdongs to thc Low Wcst Gcrmamc branch of the Indo-European family and shares
the characteristics common to all the Germanic languages. The similarity makes it at times very
difficult to decide whether a given word in Modern English is a native or a borrowed word—many
were identical.

About 787, the English began to be troubled by bands of Danish Vikings. The Scandinavian
invasions resulted in a considerable mixture of the two peoples and their languages. Scandinavian
elements enter into English place-names. More than 1,400 place-names have been counted in
like “ Althorp/ Bishopsthorpe/ Gawthorpe/
Linthorpe” contain the word “thorp” , meaning “village” . More than 600 names end in “by”
like “Grimsbhy/ Whitby/ Derby,/ ]hmesby . The £by

town. ” Names ending in {«

English, e. g. Some 300 names ending

is a Danish word meaning “farm or

“Stemenson or Johnson” conform to a characteristic Scandi-
navian customs.
The number of Scandinavian words that appear in Old English is small, amounting to only a-

bout two score. According to Eng!i,sh Dialect Dictionary , there are 1,150 simple words with Dan-

8 are Scandinavian origin, e. g
noun—bank/ birth/ bull/ dm/’ down/ ege/ fellow/ gap/ guess/ kid/ leg/ race/ root/
scale/ score/ skirt /seat/ sister/ skill/ skin/ sky/ trust/ want/ window. . .
adjective—awkward/ flal/ low/ odd/ rugged/ seemly/ tight/ weak. ..
<10 -
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verb—call/ die/ get/ give/ lift/ raise/ take. ..

2.1.2 The Middle English Period (1150A.D. —1500A. D. )

Middle English was the result of the fusion of Old English and Norman French as the Saxon
and Norman societies merged. The changes of this period affected English in both its grammar and
its vocabulary. Those in vocabulary involved the loss of a large part of the Old English word-stock
and the addition of thousands of words from French and Latin. The Middle English Period is con-

sidered as the period of levelled inflections.

5 i

In 1066, ".ritain was conquered by the French-speaking Normans under Duke William who
was crowned as King William | of England. For 200 years after the conquest, French remained as
language “t ordinary intercourse among the upper class and changed the whole course of the Eng-
lish language which was an uncultivated tongue and the language of socially inferior class during
the period. The Norman conquerors speak French, more French words were borrowed directly and
observably. The number of French words that poured into English was unbelievably great. A fur-
ther calculation shows that the total number of French words adopted during the Middle English
period was slightly over 10,000. Of these about 75 percent are still in current use. French lan-
guage altered the English vocabulary much as follows:

(Dgovernment and administrative words: alliance, authority, court, crown, empire, ex-
ile, governor, justice, judge, jury, liberty, madam, majesty, marshal, mayor, minister, noble,
office, oppress, peasant, prince, princess, public, record, roysl, sir, slave, servant, state,
tax, treaty. ..

(Dreligion or ecclesiastical words: chapter, charity, clergy, clerk, creator, dean, devo-
tion, faith, image, lesson, mercy, miracle, mystery, pity, prayer, passion, sacrifice, sermon
(AHik/15%L) , solemn, theology, virgin, virtue. ..

(@law: complaint, accuse, arrest, assault, award, blame, cry, decree, evidence, fine,
heir, imprison, inquest, judge, jury, just, pardon, proof, prison, property, punishment, seize,
sentence,, sumMmons. . .

(@army and military: arms, banner, battle, captain, combat, conquest, defense, ene-
my, guard, peace, spy, victory...

(G)literature: chapter, colour, copy, geometry, grammar, logic, paper, pen, preface,
prologue, poet, prose, thyme, story, study, title, tragedy, volume ...

(6fashion and social life; beauty, blanket, chair, chess, conversation, curtain, garment,
habit, jewel, kerchief, music, ornament, park, train ...

(Delothes: button, coat, collar, dress, embroidery, robe (1cHl) ...

@food: biscuit, boil, bull/cattle /beef, cherry, cream, dinner, feast, fruit, fry, grape,
lemon, olives, orange, peach, pig/pork, plate, roast, salad, sheep/ mutton, sugar, supper,
taste. . .

@art: beauty, ceiling, color, figure, painting, palace, music , sculpture, tone. ..

« 11 »



(0science: medicine, physician, patient/sick, malady/ill, member, poison, pulse, reme-

Apart from borrowing, the common influence is assimilation. English endings were apparent-
ly added to the new French and Latin words with as much freedom as to English words. Like other
Indo-European languages, English enlarged its vocabulary chiefly by a liberal use of prefixes and
suffixes and an easy power of combining native elements into self-interpreting compounds. In this
way, the existing resources of the language were expanded at will and any new needs were
met, e. g. :
gentle- ( 1225 ) — gentlewoman ( 1230 ) — gentleman ( 1275 }. — gentleness
(1300) — gently (1330) ...

faith- (1250 ) — faithless, faithful ( 1300 ), faithfully ( 1325 ) — 1ithfulness
(1388) ...

for- (used to intensify the meaning of a verb or to add the idea of sth. destructive or
prejudicial ) forbear/ forbid/ forde/ forget/ forgive/ forgo/ forsake/ forswear. . .

The Hundred Years® War (1337 - 1453 ), a long period of open hostility with France:

French was increasingly ignored and only as a language of culture and fashion. Towards the end of

the fourteenth century, the rise of standard English had become the recognized standard in both
speech and writing, because of;

(Dthe rise of middle class (landlords)

the Black Death (1348 —1350), death rate 30% , in short of labourers (low class who
spoke English)

@ disuse of French, after 1349, English was used in schools.

2.1.3 The Modern English Period (1500A.D. - to present day)

In the various parts of the former British Empire, the English language has developed differ-
ence that distinguishes it from the language of England. In Australia, New Zealand, South Afri-
ca, West and East Africa, South Asia, Singapore, Malaysia, the Caribbean, and Canada etc. ,
differences of nature and material civilization and general contact with some foreign tongues are
clearly reflected in the vocabulary. One of the most obvious characteristics of present-day English
is the size and mixed character of its vocabulary. The Modern English Period is considered as the
period of lost inflections.

s o o,

o
ne: | el o £ ¥

—the influence of Latin and Greek

The great humanistic movement of the Renaissance took place at the period: the printing

press, the rapid spread of popular education, the increased commerce, transportation and means

of communication, the growth of specialized knowledge and the emergence of various forms of self-

consciousness about language, the discovery of America, the reform of church, ete. The result
.12 -



was a healthy desire for improvement. The vast flood of new words needed at the Renaissance for
the new ideas, came to England swiftly. By then people had to find expression in the coining or
adaptation of a number of words from Latin and other foreign sources. All these enriched the Eng-
lish vocabulary to meet the demands of all that would be made upon it in its wider use.

In the course of centuries of borrowing, English has built up an unusual capacity for assimila-
ting outside elements. The social, commercial, technological, and intellectual forces that were re-
leased in the Renaissance had profound effects on English, The enrichment of English vocabulary
was mainly from Latin, French, Italian, Spanish, etc. More than half of its vocabulary is derived
from Latin and French. According to the Oxford Dictionary, the number of new words is above
12,000. And about half of the total has become a permanent part of English. It is noted that Shake-
speare [ bELWE (1564 —-1616), FIHEZR, WA, FAH 37 &R, 154 §HMUTHEM2 &
{1 ] had the largest vocabulary of any English writer. This is due not only to his daring and re-
sourceful use of words, but also to part his ready acceptance of new words of every level, e. g

(Dfrom Latin and Greek (the influence of the Renaissance) ;

Education : act, animal, cherries (##8k), church, cup, describe, design, discuss, dish,

disability, equal, exist, expect, graduate, piazza, street, wall, wine, etc. (et cetera),

violin . . .
Literature. anthology (f/3Ci%), catastrophe ( KK HME/H), comedy, drama, empha-
sis, maglc mylh poet, rhythm, tactics, tragedy. .

: basis, geometry (JL{Q’) category, system, crisis, ethics, thesis,

¥: bulb, dynamo, organism, pneumatics, thermometer. . .

bicycle, cancer, cleaner, diagnosis, gymnastics hypertension,

neuralgla phonograph rheumat]sm telephone, television, vacuum.

s: antonym, dialogue, dialect, euphemism, et}moiog), homonym, hyperbole,

idiom, lexicology, metaphor, metonymy, polysemy, synonymy, i.e. (thatis), e. g (for ex-

A 25: (prefixes) auto-, bio-, geo-, tele-, photo- ; (suffixes) -ism, -ist, -ize, -oid,
—logy,-ology, -tics. .
@from French (words for food, noble)

chacolate, comrade, dessert, detail, entrance, equip, explore, progress, salon, shock,

soup, tlc'kel tomato, vo!untcer

—entered the race for colomal temtory in North America, New Zealand Australia, Africa,
Asia, ete. New territories mean new experiences, new activities, new products, all of which are
in time reflected in the language.

(DWords from European countries;
==French [ mainly from the period of Norman Conquest (1066 —1362) ]

Feudalism and war—arms, army, soldier, battle, captain, armour, banner, match,
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