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Happy China-Learning Chinese by
CCTV-4 offers learners an opportunity
to learn Chinese language and culture
while enjoying the beautiful scenic spots
in China. Co-operating with the local
TV stations and administration of the
well-known scene spots, this program
well combines language skills with the
learning of Chinese culture and history
in an interesting, informative and
enjoyable way. This program has received
warm applauses from viewers home and
abroad since the program was broadcast
in June, 2004. Therefore, CCTV entrusts
Beijing Language and Culture University
Press with the publication of the
corresponding books and produce DVDs
in succession, so that more overseas
friends can learn the Chinese language
as well as Chinese history and culture
while enjoying the beautiful scenery in
China.
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PREFACE

The development of China has attracted the attention of the world, as a result of
which a great upsurge for learning Chinese has been going on throughout the world.

The CCTV-4 program Happy China— Learning Chinese offers learners an
opportunity to learn the Chinese language and culture while enjoying the beautiful
scenic spots in China. Co-operating with the local administrations of the well-
known scenic spots, this program well combines the learning of language skills with
that of Chinese culture and history in an interesting, informative and enjoyable way.

With a 98% coverage in the world, the program of CCTV was broadcast since
June, 2004. Quite a lot of the viewers expressed the hope to have the language
materials as a learning aid. In view of this, we have invited Beijing Language
and Culture University Press, a leading press in publications on Chinese learning
materials for foreigners, to produce and publish these language materials for our
viewers.

Apart from the language materials presented in the program, Words and
Expressions, Notes, Substitution Drills and Conversations are provided in each
book, among which Words and Expressions and Notes are accompanied with brief
English translations or explanations. Each book is composed of about 15 episodes
of the TV program with brief introductions and photos of corresponding scenic
spots and travel guides. As more episodes of Happy China— Learning Chinese are

coming up, more books will be published accordingly.

CCTV-4
Happy China— Learning Chinese Production Team
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The Great wall

Badaling Great Wall

Located at Yanqging County, Beijing, Badaling Great Wall is the most
representative part of the Great Wall built in the Ming Dynasty. No other sections
of the Great Wall are comparable in terms of its importance, fame and grandeur. In
1987, Badaling Great Wall was awarded the World Cultural Heritage Certificate by
UNESCO.

“You are not a true man if you fail to reach the Great Wall”. Standing on
the Great Wall, one can have a grandiose and magnificent view of the Great Wall
extending along the mountain ridges with rises and falls, looking like a dragon.
There are also unique and impressive beautiful natural sceneries with the pageant of

seasons.
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Simatai Great Wall : -

Dynasty by Gubeikou, leben Town, one of the Nme
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The Summer Palace

The Summer Palace is the best preserved and the largest ancient imperial
garden in China. It was listed as the world cultural heritage site in 1988. It was
originally built as the imperial garden and palace for short stays. As early as the first
year of Zhenyuan of the Jin Dynasty (1153), the Golden Hill Palace was built on
this site as one of the “Eight Courtyards in Western Hill”.

The Summer Palace is located in the western suburbs of Beijing, comprising
Longevity Hill and Kunming Lake. Inside the garden are beautiful hills and
magnificent buildings. About 3,000 palaces and gardens of different styles are
divided into three areas for administration, living and sight-seeing respectively. In
the area for administration, there is the Hall of Benevolence and Longevity, where
Empress Dowager Cixi, Emperor Guangxu used to work and meet officials and
diplomatic envoys. The Hall of Jade Ripples, Yiyun Hall and the Hall of Happiness
and Longevity are the living places for Empress Dowager Cixi and Emperor
Guangxu and his concubines. The scenic area mainly comprises the Front Hill, the
Back Hill, the Back Lakes and the Kunming Lake.

The Summer Palace as a classical garden enjoys great reputation in the
world for its harmonious design and diversity of the magnificent buildings, which

represents the top level of artistic design in Chinese garden-building.
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The Temple of Heaven

The temple of Heaven is located in the east of Yongdingmennei Street,
Chongwenmen District in the southeast of Beijing. Covering an area of 270 square
kilometers, it is the largest group of ancient architectures for worship existing in
China. It was listed as the World Cultural Heritage Site in 1§98.

The Temple of Heaven was first built in the 18" year of Yongle (1420) in
the Ming Dynasty. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, it was the place where
the emperors held ceremonies to worship the God of Heaven and pray for good
harvests. It comprises the Circular Mound Altar and the Altar of Prayer for Grain.
Circular Mound Altar is enclosed by a double wall. The inner wall is round shape
while the outer is square, symbolizing the heaven is round and the earth is square.
The famous Hall of Prayer for Good Harvests in the north is the most: grandiose
and magnificent building and perceived as the nearest place to the heaven in ancient
people’s imagination. p

The circular Mound Altar is where the ancient emperors offered sacrifices to
Heaven in Winter Solstice. As you shout on the round stone at the center of the top
tier of the Circular Mount Alter, you can hear a louder and deep echo coming either
from the heart of the earth or from the heaven. Therefore, it earned the mysterious
name: the Stone of Heaven and Earth.

To the north of the Circular Mound Altar is the Imperial Vault of Heaven,a
place where the memorial tablets are kept for worship. The Imperial Vault of
Heaven is encircled by a wall with the thickness of 90cm. If one speaks at one end
of the wall, the other person can hear him/her clearly at the other end by putting
him/her ear close to the wall. That is how it gained the name of “the Echo Wall”.
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