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Unit 9
Greetings

1. Do you know what you should say when you meet somebody for the

first time? How do you greet a friend or an acquaintance?

2. What are the safe topics to begin your conversation with a stranger?

A

(Jack, born in California in the U. S., has just graduated from an
American high school. He is interested in Chinese culture, so he came to
China two months ago to study Chinese in a university. One Sunday morning,
he is walking on the campus aimlessly and finds a Chinese girl reading
English. He comes to her and tries to begin a conversation with her.)

Jack:Hello, I'm Jack. You are...?

CoCo: Hi, Jack. I'm CoCo. Nice to meet you.

Jack:Nice to meet you, too.

CoCo:Where are you from?

Jack:I'm from America.

CoCo:Have you ever been to Beijing before?

1
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Jack:No, this is the first time I came to China.
CoCo:Really? Welcome! How long have you been here?
Jack:1 arrived just two months ago.

CoCo:0h, you must miss your home.

Jack:Sure. I miss my family and friends.

CoCo:What do you think of your life here?

Jack:Not bad.

CoCo:How do you like China?

Jack:Oh, 1 love it! I met some friendly people here.
CoCo:I'm one of them, right? Just kidding.

Jack:You do look nice.

CoCo: Thank you so much. Very pleased to have met you.

you again,

Jack:Me too. See you later!
CoCo:Bye-bye!

B

Hope to see

( Jack says goodbye to CoCo and keeps going. This time he meets his

friend Wang Hai he knew two months ago when he just came to China. Wang

Hai and his good friend, Lily, are going to the suburbs for an outing. )

Wang Hai:Hi, Jack! How are you doing?

Jack:I'm, fine! How about you?

Wang Hai:Just so-so. By the way, this is my good friend, Lily.

Jack: We've met already. How are you, Lily?

Lily:Oh, yes. We met the other day. Glad to see you again, Jack!

Wang Hai:Really? What a coincidence!

Jack: The world is really small... Oh, what a lovely day, today! Hate to

stay on the campus.

Lily:Right. What about going out for an outing with us?
Jack: Why not? Where are you going?

Wang Hai: Xiangshan Park.

Jack: Terrific! 1 have heard it is very nice.

Wang Hai:It is. We’d better get going.

2
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Jack: How long does it take to get there?
Lily:Not too long, just one hour.
Jack:Let’s go!

Wang Hai & Lily:OK, let’s go.

C

( One evening, Jack is having supper by himself in thé dining hall. Ma
Lin sees him and invites him to sit with them.)

Ma Lin: Hi, Jack! Join us.

Jack:OK, but just for a minute. I've got a class.

Ma Lin: Haven’t seen you for ages. How’'ve you been?

Jack:Fine, just fine, And you?

Ma Lin: Not too bad! It is really great to see you again. By the way, do
you two know each other?

Jack:No, I don’t think we do.

Ma Lin:Well, this is my good friend, Zhang Hua.

Jack:Glad to meet you. I'm Jack.

Zhang Hua: The same to you, Jack. I've heard a lot about you.

Jack:Really? What’s your major?

Zhang Hua: The Civil Engineering.

Jack: That sounds great! What class are you in?

Zhang Hua:I'm a sophomore. And you?

Jack:I came here to study Chinese. I'm afraid I must be going now.

Ma Lin: Well, talk to you later then. Oh, and give my love to Wang Hai.

Jack:T will.

Zhang Hua:It’s been really nice to know you.

Jack:Hope to see you again! See you!

Ma Lin & Zhang Hua: Bye-bye.

=2 N@t@@

R e
1. California / kaelifonje / j][] ﬂ?ﬁ@]ﬁ(%.}ﬂz)
2. aimlessly / 'eimlisli / ad. 7o HAx#b, T B A3
3. Just kidding. FHIEMD .

3

}



