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Preface

This book, through the witty conversations, introduces the
background knowledge of Canadian society and culture.

Over the last 36 years, I have learned several foreign
languages successfully and recently began studying Chinese
and Japanese. For the past 27 years, I have also been a teacher
of languages and a trainer of language teachers. It has been my
experience that one of the most effective and efficient ways of
learning the spoken variety of languages is to study increasingly
complex conversations. Words and sentences in isolation are
easily forgotten, but conversations usually have a beginning, a
development, and an end, and are much more memorable than
odd snippets of languages.

Mr. Li Guishan has visited Canada many times in the past
twenty years and has the honor of making the acquaintance of
Canadian people in all the walks of life. Mr. Li’s conversations
in this book are all derived from dialogues that he overheard
or participated in while he was in Canada. He has edited
them somewhat, to concentrate on the many idioms that fill
spoken English, but they are still quite reflective of modern,
conversational, informal English. This book does contain good

witty idiomatic expressions that are frequently used in everyday



I am sure that intermediate and advanced-level Chinese
learners of English will find this book of dialogues to be a useful
way of increasing their knowledge of idioms. It should prove to
be a bestseller.

Palmer Acheson, Ph. D.

Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics
Director, Undergraduate Programs
Center for Teaching English as a Second
Language

Concordia University

Montreal, Quebec, Canada
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4 Iln|t1 Places to Stay 1%4%

It is not difficult for a visitor to find a place to live in Canada. Places to
stay may be called hotels, motels, inns, lodges, resorts or homestay. Firstly,
look in the Classified Ads in the newspaper or look for ads on notice boards.
Many places such as community centers, grocery stores, and campuses in the
universities have notice boards. Secondly, you can start by comparing the ser-
vices and prices offered in the ads. In any case, you’ll have to call them and
see if they have the kind of room you are looking for.

Canadian law says that the landlord cannot refuse to rent a place to peo-
ple because of their race, skin color, age, birthplace, religion, sex, marital sta-
tus, or disability. A landlord can refuse to rent to pet owners and people who
smoke.

When you agree to rent a
house or apartment, you and the
landlord are making a contract. It
can be a written or spoken agree-
ment. The law says the landlord
must make the repairs if the roof

leaks or the toilet doesn’t work or

there is no hot water.

Motels have plenty of parking spaces and are usually near freeways and
highways. Inns are usually like motels. Lodges and resorts are in the moun-
tains, on the coast, or near the lakes. Lots of hotels have special facilities for
conventions—large and small meeting rooms, banquet rooms.

Electricity in North America is 110 volts, not 220. You cannot use your



- hair dryer or your electric razor unless you can change it to 110 volts. When
telephoning from your hotel room, you will often have to go through the hotel
switchboard, especially for long distance calls. These calls can be quite ex-
pensive, because the hotel usually adds a high service charge to the calls you

make. On the other hand, local calls can generally be made from your room

by dialing directly. You can also ask the hotel receptionist to give you a wake-
up call in the moming.

If your hotel does not have a laundry service, maybe you can find a
Laundromat nearby, which might even be open 24 hours a day. You will need
exact change to operate the washing machines and dryers. You will always
find soap, towels and linen in hotels and motels in Canada.

Phone cards are available in Canada and in the United States. It is inex-
pensive and convenient to use phone cards to make long distance calls.

The housing offices or foreign student offices at the universities may tell
you of possible places. Or you may also see ads in a newspaper. While you

are talking with the landlord on the telephone, ask as many questions as you

can. You need $300 to $500 or more at once when you first rent the apartment.
The landlord keeps this money until you move out. The landlord can use some
of this money to pay for any damage there is. If there is no damage, and you
clean the apartment, the landlord will give you back all the money, plus inter-
est.
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Dialogue

Let’s Keep Our Fingers Crossed

'
'
v

Ann; You don’t look cheerful today. You look exhausted.

Li: That’s right! As you know, I’m leaving for Canada in two days.
But I haven’t found a place to stay in my first stop in Vancou-
ver.

e Ann: You could stay a few days at my mom’s. You will be certainly

L greeted with a warm and friendly welcome.

Li: Thank you very much. How generous you are! Ann, could you
give me some ideas on how I go about finding a place to stay
4 after a few days at your mom’s?

Ann: My pleasure. There are several ways to find housing. The hous-
P ing office or foreign student office at the university may tell you
' of possible places. Or you may also see an ad in a newspaper.
While you are talking with the landlord on the telephone, ask as
many questions as you can. You need $300 to $500 or more at
once as a downpayment when you first rent the apartment.

Li: I’ve learned from our special orientation that you usually have
to pay some extra money when you move in. Right?

Ann: Correct. The landlord keeps this money as a damage deposit
until you move out. The landlord can use some of this money
to pay for any damage there is. If there is no damage, and you

clean the apartment, the landlord will give you back all the

. money, plus interest.
Q/ Li; Thank you very much for your info. Can [ come to visit you
tonight? You could give me the introductory letter to Prof. Mike
Jefferson.



L
Ann:

L
Ann:

¥

Drop in at any time tonight. I’ll phone my mom first and then :
you take my letter to my mom. Remember, phone my mom if
anything unusual crops up when you are in Canada, or you find
yourself in a difficult situation—no one to meet you at the air-
port, no place to stay and nothing to eat... :
...and tramp the streets. Are you going to talk to me like this?
Oh, no, I’'m just kidding. I’m sure you will be taken good care
of by Canadian friends. Let’s keep our fingers crossed.

Thank you very much for what you have done for me. :
My pleasure. >

g@iﬁ Vocabulary and Notes

How generous you are! AR AR A e g
orientation EH, ER, WERR, BEHE -
%

If there is no damage, and youclean #R & 8 & A #i3F, W HKIE B

the apartment, the landlord will H& T T% %, EA2 A H &
give you back all the money, plus fu_FF| B —HFF L.

interest.

tramp the streets o EAT

Idioms for Everyday Use

go about (doing something)

start working on (doing something) &5, {ff (=)




