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‘ading in Daocheng - the soul of Shangri-La. &
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MR THREBRAARERE Muya praying rooms in Lhakang, Kangding, at the foot of the sacred Yala Mountain.
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Coming to Garze and Into Sunlight
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The Garze Tibet Autonomous Prefecture is
located in western part of China's Sichuan
Province.324kilometers away from Chengdu,
capital city of the province It bordersYa'an in the
east, Tibet in the west, Yunnan and Liangshan
Yi Autonomous Prefecture in Sichuan in the
south and Qinghai and Aba Tibet Autonomous
Prefecture in Sichuan in the north. It is the first
minority autonomous prefecture founded in New
China. Garze has a population of 920,000. Of
which 720,000 are Tibetans, or 78.9 percent of
the total. This prefecture covers an area of 156,
000 square kilometers, embracing 18 counties.
Its capital is Kangding famous for love songs in
the world. Most areas in the prefecture have an
average sunlight time of 2,400 hours or some
300 days a year. Garze is really an area under
the sunlight.

Garze Prefecture has vast territory and abun-
dant resources. Situated in the middle section of
the Hengduan Mountain, this prefecture extends
over three geographical tiers with three rivers of
Jinsha, Yalong and Dadu passing through. The
mountains here are high and rivers are deep, with
a relative drop of some 6,400 meters. Garze has
a subtropical highland seasonal climate which is
complicated and changeable, like a saying of
"having four seasons in one mountain and a dif-
ferent weather in a place five kilometers away."
The ecological conditions, landscape and bio-
logical resources are varied and balanced well.
The primitive snow-clad mountains, glaciers,
grasslands, forests, lakes, gullies, rivers and hot
springs, teeming with giant pandas, Tibetan
antelope, white-eared pheasant and other rare
animals, constitute a pure and harmonious
picture. The prefecture is well known as a vil-
lage of snow-clad mountains, grasslands, natu-
ral hot springs, gullies, lakes, rivers, and high-
land peony and also a home of animals and
plants. In addition the prefecture boasts a group
of world natural heritages, key state scenic spots,
nature reserves and forest parks such as the
Gongga Mountain, the mountain king in the
Sichuan, the Conch Gully, a forest park with gla-
ciers and hot springs, Yading, the soul of Shangri-
La, Muge Co, a love lake in China's west areas,
Cepu Gully famous for sacred mountains and
lakes and Maoyaba Grassland.

Garze Prefecture has a long history and bril-
liant culture. The discovery of some ancient sites
such as Guanmen Rock in Luhuo and Zhonglu
Ancient Site in Danba has proved there were hu-
man activities as early as in the Old Stone Age.
Since the Spring and Autumn and Warring States
Periods the prefecture has become a community




of various ethnic groups with Tibetans as its main body.
In 1413, the Ming Emperor Chengzu titled Derge II, a
Living Buddha, the preceptor of state. Since then the pre-
fecture became the center of pilgrimage. During 1935-
36, the Red Army forces arrived here and wrote down a
brilliant chapter in its history by "capturing and crossing
the Luding River," "gathering at Garze" and "establish-
ing Boba government" during their Long March. In 1939,
Xikang Province with Kangding as its capital was founded
and was cancelled after the founding of New China. Dur-
ing this long period of history, colorful Tibetan cultures
of Kangba, Jiarong, Muya, Nadu, Zanba and Yutong
emerged and the five sects the Yellow, Red, Striped,
White and Black —— of Tibetan Buddhism coexisted.
Many cultural products such as Tibetan Buddhism, Ti-

betan dances and songs, Kangding love songs, ancient
tea trade routes, the Derge Buddhist Press, epic King
Gesar, Festival of the Ritual Walk Around Holy Moun-
tains on Paoma Mountain, Litang Horse Race, Songge
Stone Scripture Town, the most beautiful villages,
blockhouses, Beauty Gully and Kangba men are famous
at home and abroad.

The vast Garze Prefecture boasts three large tourist
areas. The tourist area in its eastern part around the Gongga
Mountain embraces six counties of Kangding, Luding,
Danba, Dawu, Jiulong and Yajiang, and several scenic spots
such as Paoma Mountain, Muge Lake, Lhakang, Conch
Gully, Ludingqiao, Danba Tibetan Village, blockhouses
in Dawu, and Wuxu Lake. The eco-tourist area in its south-
ern part around Shangri-La covers five counties of
Daocheng, Litang, Batang, Xiangcheng and Derong, em-
bracing Yading, white Tibetan-style houses, Xiangbalaqi
Lake, Xiayong, Cepu Gully, ancient town of Xiaqiong,
Maoyaba Grassland, and Litang Chamchen Chokhor
Monastery. The Gesar Culture Tourist Area in its northern
part embraces counties of Derge, Luhuo, Garze, Sertar,
Serxu, Baiyu and Xinlong, and such scenic spots as home-
town of Gesar, the Derge Buddhist Press, Yulongla Lake,
Palpung Monastery, Beri Monastery, Barge Mani Wall,
Songge Mani Stone Town, the patriarchy tribe, and Lharima
Grassland.

From the mid-18th century to the early 19th century,
some explorers, missionaries and writers from West such
as Wilson, Locke and James Hilton visited the prefecture
and introduced this pure, mysterious and beautiful snow
land to other countries and made it known as a central
area of Shangri-La. In recent authoritative competitions,
Garze Prefecture leads others for its excellent landscape.
The World Tourist Organization and China National Tour-
ism Administration take it as the main destination of tours
to China's west areas, especially the tours to Sichuan
Province.

Since the completion of Erlangshan Tunnel in the 21st
century, it has become more convenient to visit Garze.
Also Garze Prefecture has updated its reception facilities
and the Kangding Airport will be put into use in 2008. It
is mature to visit Garze. Friends, you are welcome to
Garze. Let's go to Garze, to Kangba, to this pure land full
of sunlight.
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holy mountain in the Eas

2. Conch Gully in Luding - a forest park boasts glaciers, hot
springs and the largest icy waterfall in Asia.

3. Xiquanhua Lake on Yulong, Kangding - a lake at the foot of
the holy mountain.
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The Garze Prefecture is situated in
the central area of the Hengduan
Mountain in the eastern part of
Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau on the "Roof
of the World". prefecture has
snow-clad mountains and glaciers
everywhere. It has some 50
mountains with an elevation of more
than 6,000 meters and some 10
mountains cov snow year
round. Also it has some 200 modern
glaciers. The Garze Prefecture is re-
ally a village of snow-clad mountains.
Around these mountains there are deep
gullies. These gullies demonstrate a
big difference in their elevation and
constitute a three-dimension scene.
The Tibetan people living here for sev-
eral generations treasure these moun-
tains as the sacred ones. As a result,
these mountains preserve their primi-
tive and intact appearance and become
the best place to appreciate and learn

ething from these highland

mountains.
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1. The sacred Yangmaiy Mountain in Yading. sacred mountains in Yading, Daocheng.

2. The snow-clad Yala Mountain (5,820 meters 5. The sacred Genie Mountain (6,204 meters above

above sea level) in Kangding. sea level) in Litang - the first holy mountain in

3. Earthen and Stone Forests in Baimai - a geologi- southern part of Garze Prefecture.
cal miracle on highland.

ianuoduoji, Yangmaiyong and Xiannairi - three
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The Garze Prefecture is one of the five
largest pasturelands in China. In total it has
some 30 large and small grasslands scattered
widely in the prefecture. Having different
shapes, these vast grasslands are mostly lo-
cated by the river sources at the foot of snow-
clad mountains. Lying by the wetlands,
mountains and lakes, they have plenty of wa-
ter and weeds which attract flocks of sheep
and cows. In the spring, these grasslands look
like seas of flowers, in the summer they are
green everywhere and in the autumn they
really become golden seas. They have not
only promoted the development of a long-

standing nomadic civilization but also be-

come a colorful oil painting of Kangba

grasslands.

g ‘ajiageng Pasture in Kangding.

. Red Grassland in Daocheng.

Maoya Grassland in Litang.

4. Chomta Grassland in Palyul.

5. Galloping horses.
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The Garze Prefecture has highland
lakes everywhere and most of them are
glacial erosion and dammed lakes.

Each county in the prefecture has its

lakes on mountains. For instance

Daocheng has some 1,140 lakes on the
mountains. These lakes stand quietly
on the snow-clad mountains and hide
in the forests or lie on the grasslands.
Filled with clean water, these lakes are
like pure eyes, staring at the clouds in
the sky. Also they are souls listening
to the breath of the land. The Kangba

people living here call them the sons

of the sea and treat them as sacred lakes
and protect them including the trees
and weeds around them or insects and
fish in them. So these lakes and areas
around them have good ecological

conditi
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1. Muge Lake - a love lake in Kangding.
2. The Milk Lake in Daocheng.

3. Cepu Lake in Baitang - the first holy lake
in Kangba area.

4. Yulongla (Xinlu) Lake in Derge - a holy
lake for fairy maidens to express their
emotions.

5. Xiangbala qi Lake in Xiangcheng.







With a high elevation and plenty
of water, the Garze Prefecture is the
sources of many rivers which consti-
tute a magnificent water network. The
clean water from the snow-clad moun-
tains wind their ways on the grasslands
or gurgle in the forests and flow down
through the gorges. They reflect the
white clouds in the sky and cultivate
all living things on the earth, bringing

vitality to the Kangba land.
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