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Practice - Biodiversity

Read the whole passage before you begin to answer the
question

However you will be able 1o see the passage again with
the question

When you are ready to go on 1o the questions, click on
Next

Blodiversity

The word “biodversity” is a term heard with increasing
frequency in the ongoing debate over how best to protect the
world's envronment, and more specifically, how to preserve
its rapidly dwindiing numbers of plant and animal species. In
very general terms, “biodwersity” refers to the number of
plant and animal species that can be found in a particular
habitat or ecosystem. This is apparently @ very simple
concept. but the simplicity of t belies ts signficance. A
better popular understanding of the real meaning of
biodiversity and of fts importance 1o the circumstances in
which we presently find ourselves is critical to the success of
efforts to protect the ervironment, and therefore essential to
our own survval

Global biodwersity, which is the total number of plant
and animal species existing on the planet at any one time,
can only be estimated, and only very roughly estimated at
that Undoubtedly, many species remain to be discovered
Some of these, such as insects and microscopic lfe, are
small enough to have escaped our notice, while others dwell
in areas we have only begun to explore; the species
inhabiting the deepest ocean depths, for example. It must
also be remembered that we are in the midst of a
extinction event. Species are now disappearing at a rate
estimated to be batween 1000 and 10,000 times faster than
the average for the history of ife on earth. Taken together,
these two uncenain elements prevent the global biodiversity
estimate from bacoming much more than an educsted
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Practice - Biodiversity

What was the author's main purpose in wrting the Blodiversity
passage?
The word “biodwersiy” is & term heard with incraasing
© To explain why biodwersiy is essential to our roquency n the ongoing debate over how best 10 protect the
sunal wod's smronment. and mare specticaly, how 10 prasenve
To explain the concept of biodwersdy 15 rapdly dwandiing numbers of plant and anmal species in
To show why local biodwersity 1s more important very general tarms, “biodwersty” refers 1o the number of
than global brodwersity plont and animal epecios that can be found in 3 paricuiar
© The dangers that resul from decleung biodwersdy habaat or ecosystem This sumple

‘which wa preserdly find ourseives 1s crtical 1o the success of
offors 10 protect the erwronment, and thersfor
our own sunwal

Giobal biodwersdy, which is the total number of plant
and animal species existing on the planet at any one fime.
can only be estimated, and only very roughly estimated al

sl angh 10 have aacapd out notice. whie others Swel
n areas we have only begun {0 explre. the species

habitng the despest ocesn depths,for example § must

a5 be remembered thet we are  the midst of s mass
extmcion event Species ae now disappeanng w + e
estimated 10 be between 1.0 and 10,000 times faster than

the average or the hstory of e on earth Taken fogether

These Two uncerian siements prevert he Giooal bioswersty
estimate kom becomng much more than an educated -
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What was the author's mam purpose in wriing the Biodhversity

passage”

The word “biodwersty” i a term heard wth increasing

@ 75 explain why biodwersty 15 essential 10 our fraquency in the angoing debate over how best 1o protect the
suwal works's enronment, and more specically, how 10 presenve

@ To explan the concept of bdwersdy 15 rapedly dwanding numbers o plant and animal species. In

© To show why local biodwersdy 1s more imparant very generalterms, “biodwersay” rwiers 1o the number of
then global bodwersity plant and ammal species that can be found in a paniculer

© The dangers tha resu from decing brodwwrsdy Habita or ecosystem Thws s apparently 3 very simpie

concept, but the simpicity of 1 behes 85 signicance A
bettor popular understanding of the real meaning of
biodweraty and of 45 importance to the cucum;
‘which we presently find ourseies 1s criical 10 the success of
affort 10 protect the enwronment, and therefore essential to
our own surwal

Giobal biodwersity, which is the total number of plart
and anmal species existing on the planet at any one lime.
Can only be estmated, and only very roughly estimated at
that Undoubledly, many species remam fo overe:

n ar0as we have only begun 10 explor, the species

inhabing the deepest ocean depths, for axample 1§ must

9050 be remembered that we are in the midst of a mass
axtinction everi. Species are now diseppesnng ot rate
estimated 10 be between 1.000 and 10,000 times fasier than

the average for the hvstory of e on earth. Taken together

thess two uncertam elements prevent the global biodwers:
estimate fom becoming much more than an educated
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Diractions for the Reading Section
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You wet be gwen 20 nd
Cortam speciskzed words of phvases may appasr n
prowded for these words Just chck on the word 10 5ee the defrtion appear

You €an mow forward of backward throughout the reading section of the test Use the Next and the
Back buttons i the top ight comer of your screen 1o accomplsh this
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Read the whole passage before you begin to answer the
question

However you wall 5e abie {0 see the passage sgen wih
the question

When you ars ready 1o go on 10 the questions, chick on
Nt

for s draam

Sculptor weth skie commensurate 1o the task He siso.
3u3gested the ocation whers s rencwned landmark was
evertusly 10 be created - Mount Rushmare, South Dakota %

FliRsE RS, AR A B [Next] &, dEAMIRE,

Wht 1 the main subject of the passage?

© The work of ane of Amenca's greatest sculptors

© The creation of a national monumert.

© The contrbutions of Amenca’s mast mportant
presidents

© Historical sculpture in the US

Mount Rushmare

in December of 1923, Doane Robinson, then the aging
dwector of the South Dakota State Histoncal Society, had &
wsion of & massve memonal carved from the stone of the
South Dakota mountains, & memonal so large 1 would put
South Dakota on the map. Robinson's passion was inflamed
by this vision and he toid all who would hsten of his dream of
mayestically amayed along the South Dakots skyine.
He srvisioned enormous grante representations of westem
figures both famous and infamous, men lie General George
Custer, Buflalo Bill Cody, Lewss and Clark, and legendary
Sioux wamors

Robinson spoke 1o caic and fratermal organizations and
wrote lemer upon letier m pursudt of support or his dream
Many South Dakotans beioved that 3 colossal sculpture
would aftract thousands of afluent wsitors 1o the state
Others found the notion ludicrous Robinson inally enksted
the wid of the ane man he knew could camy the torch, U S
Senator Peter Norbeck Norbec!
poltical clout, was &
had the admaation of s peers in the Senate as well 35 that
of his constituents; the farmers and ranchers of South
Dakota who had sent him to Washington. Robinson's
mountain-caming proposal captured the semior senator's
imagination, and he encouraged the histonan 10 seek out &
sculptor with skills commensurate 1o the task He aiso
suggested the location where this renowned landmark was
eventually 10 be crested - Mount Rushmore, South Dakota
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What is the mam subject of the passage? Mount Rushmora What 1 the man subject of the passage? Mouut Raushamore
Ttk choms of Amaca's et s In Dacamber of 1923, Doane Robinson. then the sgng The work of one of Amenca's greatest scutors in Decomber of 1923, Doane Fomson, then the sgng
© The creaton of & natronsl monument director o the South Dakota State Histoncal Socity, had » @ The creaton of # natenal mosument director of the South Dakota State Histoncal Society, had &

© The contnbutions of Amenca’s most impoant arved from the stone of the
prosssenes mountams, & memonal 50 large 1 would put
© Hoetoneal sculpture i the US ‘South Dakots on the mag Robmaon's pastion was miamed

© The contrnsion o Aarc's most mpotan

prosidents
© Historical sculpture i the US.

Sgures both famous and infamous. men e General George
uster, Bufalo B Cady, Lewss and Clarh. and legendary

cbenson spoke 10 chac and fatemai organzatons nd
woteleter upon lfter in pursut of support fo s dream
Mary Soth Dakotss bbered It » cooesal scition

§ sculplor wah skills commensurate 1o he task He also
suggested the location whers tes rencwned laadmark wes
‘eventually 10 b created - Mount Rushmre, South Dakots 4

§ everauaty 10 be created - Mourt Rushmore. Scuth Dakota
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I this table can be seen ach of the questions i this section The Status column mdicates
whether a question has been answered. skipped or not yet wewed You can find the last question
You wewwd by looking for the highlighted tem

To return 10 any question in the table simply chck anywhere on the line corresponding 10 that
question and then click on the Go te Questlon button in the top nght of the interface

To ext the Review page and retum 10 your [ast position in the test, chck on the Retuin button at
the 1op nght of the interface
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You may retum to any question appeanng bolow by chcking on i and then chicking on the 6o to
Question button at the 1op nght of the interface
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