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Foreword

Since China has reformed and opened up to the world, there
has been a continuous and enthusiastic upsurge of interest in Ameri-
can culture. Many Chinese want to study, discuss and understand
the United States better. However, even for one lives for quite a
long time in the US, it can be a difficult subject to write about.
There are many sides to the culture there, both glorious and re-
splendent, and there is another darker side that needs to be ad-

dressed as well. It is not easy to see all these sides and explain
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them to a Chinese reader, but I have attempted to do so.

The history of the US is comparatively short, vet it has reached
great complexity in economy and technology. The electoral activity
of the US is very impetuous, but the society is ultimately harmoni-
ous for the whole. There are many different races living together in
the US, but all the Americans are closely united. The US is a free
and democratic country, but those freedoms have limits sharply de-
fined by their system of law. Their social security system is amaz-
ingly well-designed, yet beggars are not as rare as one would think.
The typical American seems to worship the pursuit of money, but at
the same time, he is also generous, sympathetic and quite willing to
give to those in need. The American sense of justice is so strong
that they tend to judge the domestic affairs of other countries by
their own moral standards: this frequently leads the American gov-

ernment to act as a kind of International Police force. Each person
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who lives in the US will have his own experience and view, for good
or bad, hence the uniform conclusions are impossible to make.
However, an abstract and a complete appearance of the US is repre-
sented in thousands of stories concerning the US.

If one says, “The moon as seen from the US is especially
beautiful” , this sounds like one has blind faith in the foreign view
of things; if, however, we say, “The moon as seen from the US is
comparatively bright” , this is being more factual, because the envi-
ronmental protection of the US is better, and the air quality is high-
er. The Nobel Prize in Science began in 1901, and total recipients
is close to 490 till 2005, of which 43% of them were American.
Although the population of the US represents only 5% of the total
world population, their portion of the total GDP of the world was a-
bout 29% in 2004, and their average GDP was up to 41,000 USD.
Their standard of living and high productivity have given them a
higher place in the world. During last 200 years, the US quickly o-
verstepped all those old-line capitalistic nations in industrialization
and modernization. Every youth has an “ America dream” , regard-
less of where they come from. OQur country has used the United
States as a kind of model, which has hastened our progress enor-
mously in catching up with the developed countries in the world.
Frankly, in China today, from the social security system, to the
court juror system, from the bank deposit insurance system, to the
free museums for children, as well as the habit of standing in an or-
derly line to wait, even to the management of the public restrooms,
all things are emulated.

After going abroad to live in the US, I began to ohserve and
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learn the true society of American. My experience was somewhat .~
limited by time and circumstance, and so the full depth of each
subject cannot be covered in the book. The information included is
taken not from the viewpoint of the social scientist or the news re-
porter, but from the life of the Chinese ordinary citizen abroad. The
topics of this book are all the most general themes of social culture ‘
that often arrest the attention of the Chinese. The article style of this
book is attributed to perceptual essayistic about the American social |

culture. The book can be taken as my travel notes in America.

Hong Cheng
October 2006, Beijing
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