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Text 1

Just as 2001 was coming to an end, the USA TODAY-CNN-Gallup Poll asked Americans if they
were satisfied with the way things are going in the country. Surprisingly, 70 percent said yes. Think
about it. Less than four months after the most devastating foreign attack in the nation’s history, and with
an economy still in one might think most Americans would be in a sour mood and unlikely to
think positively about much of anything. Yet, 7 of 10 expressed an upbeat outlook.

What makes the number even more remarkable is that the 70 peMsfaction index is among the
highest the Gallup Poll has measured in the nearly 30 years it has been asking the question. Moreover,
the satisfaction rate has usually been lowest in times of economic difficulty. For example, in June 1992,

' with the economy in recession, just 14 percent said they were satisfied with the way things were going in
Uthe country. This time around, while most Americans are concerned about the economy and the accompa-

nying threat of job losses, they’re not letting the uncertainty get them down. Three of 4 say they expect

the economy to be better a year from now.

So how can we explain this unexpected expression of optimism that appears to be sweeping through
the population? .

Some analysts suggest that it is merely wshlis\tﬁgé past th(graveyard) But other analysts say it is more
a reflection of the indomitable and generous American spirit that showed itself so dramatically in the after-
math of Sept. 11. m:m pull down the shades and hide under the bed in the face of further terror-
ism threats and the grim realization that the United States is not as invulnerable as most once thought,
Americans poured into the streets and came together in a unity of purpose and resolve not seen since
World War II. They rallied around the president and strongly supported the use of military force to combat
terrorism. At the same time, Americans showed their compassion not only in their generous contributions

to funds to aid the thousands of families of victims of the attacks, but also in their support for sending hu-
1



manitarian aid to the people in war-torn Afghanistan and their insistence that women there be given equal

rights with men.
Are 70 percent of the American people really satisfied with the way things are going in the country
right now? Probably not. Terrorism threats are still with us. Unemployment is up to 5. 8 percent. Yet,
there is something running through the Americgn psyche that causes it to refuse to give in to despair. Call
it naive. Call it foolish. Call it whistlmﬁ past the graveyard. Whatever it is, it’s good to see. With spirit

like that, we can be sure that this too will pass.

41.

42.

43.

45.

2

The result from the poll is surprising owing to_ C__
P8 the gloomy mood the American people are in.
BBl the sceptical attitude of the public towards the government.
B the present di dismal political and economic situation.
B the changed outlook ofm this world.
What is so remarkable about the result of the poll? F

The satisfa¢tion is expressed at a time when the country’s economy is in recession.
The poll was made when most of the American people suffered job losses.

8] The poll was taken when most of the American people expect the economy to recover.
The expression “whistling past the graveyard” (Line 4, Para.5) probably means

M pretendmg to be brave in face of threal - C

AAAAAA

@ik a transient phenomenon with np hope of lastmg long
. e
PPl  assuming a grave expression whll)=/ﬁ§r ng m inside.
The author attributes the Americans’ (bverwhelmxw_gu satlsfacuo to
,.__/'
il - superficial enthusiasm in face of misery. %;\

Bl 2 sudden consciousness of their obligations.

a heartfelt compassion for the miserable.

| an unconquerable and generous spirit.
The best title for this passage might be 2})
88l Whistling past the Graveyard with Courag
B The Triumph of Good Old American Optimism.
# Looking Misery in the Eye,
B A Silver Lining in the Cloud.

Text 2

sl
Bt . Over the last 3 decades the Americans have never been so satisfied with their economy.

In a recent survey, Garber and Holtz concluded that the average half-hour children’s television show
contains 47 violent acts. When asked about the survey, network television executive Jean Pater respon-
ded, “I don’t think that Bugs Bunny’s pouring a glass of milk over a chipmunk’s head is violence.
fortunately, both Garber and Holts and Pater beg the question. The real issue is whether children view

1y Un'



such acts as vjolence.
ed at children almost always appears in the context oy. Cartoon

humor, and a remote setting; make-believe violence generally uses

The violence programming

violence generally include
only the first two cues; reahistic, acted violence, which is not used in programming for children, depends

entirely on the viewer’s knowledge that the E‘_’?‘\“’&S_ﬁw Most children as young as four years can
distinguish these three contexts, though there is no support for the idea that children, especially young
children, can differentiate types of violence on a cognitive or rational basis—for example, by justification
of the motives for the violent behavior. ’

There is no evidence of di imitation)of television violence by children, though there is evidence
that fin/tzf_sy/\(iolence can energize previously learned aggressivé responses, such as a physical attack on
another child during play. It is by no means clear, however, that the violence in a portrayal is solely re-
sponsible for this eleig_iiiﬂg__efigt. Rather, the evidence suggests that any excitim;m trigger
subsequent aggressive behavior and that it is the excitation rather than the portrayal of violence that insti-
gates or energizes any subsequent violent behavior. “Cold” imitation violence by children is extremely
rare, and the very occasional evidence of direct, imitative associations between television violence and
aggressive behavior has been limited to extremely novel and violent acts by teenagers or adults with al-
ready established patterns of dsviant behavior. The instigational effect means, in the short term, that ex-
posure to violent portrayals could be dangerous if shortly after the exposure (within 15 to 20 minutes) ,
the child happens to be in a situation that calls for interpersonal aggression as an appropriate response—
for example, an argument between siblings or among peers. This same instigational effect, however,
could be produced by other exciting but nonviolent television content or by any other excitational source,
including, ironically, a parent’s turning off the set.

So there is no convincing causal evidence of any cumulative instigational effects such as more aggres-
sive or violent dispositions in children. In fact, passi;'ity is a more likely long-term result of heavy vie-
wing of television violence. The evidence does not warrant the strong conclusions advanced by many critics

who tend to use television violence as a scapegoat to draw public attention away from the real causes and

parents and a culture that celebrates violence generally.

i

46. The expression beg the question” -in Paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to
[IAl] ask for a definite answer to the question.
FB] fail to grasp the nature of the question.
[@] cast doubts on the nature of the question.
D] are dissatisfied with the answer to the question.
47. We learn from Paragraph 2 that
[iA] there are mainly three types of violence programming aimed at children.
[B] studies have shown that even four-year-old children are capable of differentiating violence.

[ further research needs to be done on the assumption that young children can cognitively dis-

tinguish types of violence.
D] children on the average have no trouble judging whether the description of violence is realistic -

or fictional.



48.  According to the writer, aggressive behavior in chlldren is likely to be produced by

arguments between two children.

& violent television content.
m portrayal of violence in TV. L
49. It can be concluded from the last paragraph that
[ violent behavior in children has little to do with exposure to TV violence.
[ critics need to produce more evidence that TV violence has inciting effect on children.
il parents should actually be responsible for violent dispositions in children.
EIl  heavy viewing of TV violence may gradually have instigational effects on children.

50. The writer’s VIewpomt on the energizing effect of TV violence on chlldren is

" all kinds of exciting material.

neutral. negative.

positive. ambiguous.

Text 3

America succeeded in remoulding the world because it was unbeatably rich and invir&b_ly mighty.
By the turn of the millennium, the US embodied the world’s only surviving economic option—capital-
ism—and the most practical political system: democracy. American bugﬁ; empires colonised vast zongs
in the era of Coca-colonialism_and McDonaldisation. Americans began to talk con;;l;:e\nt]y about the
“end of history” —not tm;::;don threatened only a generation before, but a millennial world-repub-
lic on American lines. They started using globalisation” as a eugh%nlizn for “ AW

For a brief moment, America had been the cynosure of the world; but already her economic domi-
nance, by measurable standards, is in decllne "Rer superpower stwder sentence; and the long-
term lessons of history suggest that Americanisation can never deliver political and economic uniformity,
much less globalised values and lifeways. For,/;)’Judge from the past, a future of world-wide cultural
convergence is implausibfe—— rthaps_impossible. To find a period of genuinely universal culture, you
have to think back to primitive times, when, throughout the inhabited wﬂople embraced the same
hunting and gathering econom more or less the same technologies and, as far as we c;j\udge, reli-
gions of similar kinds. Ever since then, the trend has been diverge—p?t._ Peoples grew apart as they iwed
- more varied habitats , accommodﬂgti’culture to more varied conditions, and developed distinctiLeMI-
ogies, which, in turn, reshaped their societies. Development brings diversity. Today’s world is a tabara-
tory of humankind, more crowded than ever with different specimens.

Of course, not all trends are in one direction. Peoples die out; but new ethnicities emerge. Langua-
ges disappear, but others fracture and mutate. Reli@s_zith/er, but replacements arise. Especially in the
last few centuries, world-wide migrations and ecological exchanges have éliminated some sources of differ-
ence : intermarriages of peoples and cultures have made homogenisation imaginable.

It would be a mistake, however, to suppose that these tendencies could ever bring about generalised
global culture, on an American model or, indeed, any other pattern. In the arenas of super-states, peo-
ples kick up the sand. Empires break up. Federations fail. If you try to remake one community in
another’s image, its members retrieve—or even, if necessary, invent—traditions of their own. Globalisa-

tion is more likely to rekindle historic identiti an to extinguish them, more likely, in the long run, to

increase differences tWem. So the rest of the world will never be like America: Americans

4 T — .




who want to remodel man in their own im doomed to disappointment. America has probably

reached a peak of influence, from which the only way is down.

--------- - O o b I Sk

51.  When they talked about the “end of history” , the Americans meant that
[‘As}  history would come to a tragic end if countries kept ﬁghtingg_m.
[B] the world would become a union remodeled after America.
[G] the end of the world would come sooner without Americanisation.
[D] the republics on the American lines would be threatened by globalisation.
52. By saying “her superpower status is under sentence” (the second paragraph), the author means
the status of the United States
['A] is threatened by globalisation. [BJ is raised by her economic dominance.
[G] is acknowledged worldwide. - [DJ is shaken by diversification.
53.  According to the author, the world
[A] is heading for a political and economic uniformity.
[B] is coming to a world-wide cultural convergence.
[€] is becoming a place with greater diversity.
[D] has become a laboratory filled with dead specimens.
54.  Globalisation
[Ad  will benefit no others but America.
[iB] is likely to strengthen traditions.
[€] will eventually deprive people of their traditions.
[®] will cause an identity crisis among people.
55. The best title of the passage is
{/A] Not Everyone Wants to Be an American.
[B] American’s World Status Is under Threat.
| It is Better to Be Different than the Same.
[D] The Whole World Resents America’s Arrogance.

Text 4

How can science be encouraged to flourish and grow? How can the results of science be used to the
best purpose for the benefit of humanity? It was to find the answers to these questions, which are not
merely academic_but practical ones, that this whole inquiry into the place of science in society was under-
taken.

The way to answer the first question is to find the best conditions, external and internal, which have
in the past helped the progress of science, and to anticipate the changed needs of the present and future.
The answer to the second question, which depends on the first, is to set out towards the end of this chap-
ter. In essence, the external conditions for the flourishing of science in the past are provided only in peri-
ods of social and economic advance, when science is given social importance and material means and is

continually stimulated to new activity by problems presented to it from the economic and social spheres.



Now these problems have been essentially those that touched the interests of the ruling class of the
time, whether real, like navigation, or imaginary, like astrology. The opportunity and the honour given
to the practitioners of science at any time are a measure of the degree to which they serve these interests.
They are greatest in periods of active advance, because then the people who are occupied with science are
closely in touch with the main economic interests, and are often drawn from the directing classes them-
selves or are brought into their counsels because of their abilities.

But for the secure advance of science it is also essential that those interests should lie along lines
which bring the scientists into connection with constructive practical-activities. For example, the relative
sterility of natural science in the times between Pericles and Alexander is an indication of what able and
gifted individuals could fail to do, if divorced from any relation to production through the overriding inter-
est of the political problems of a decaying, small city, slave society. The Alexandrian revival of experi-
mental science shows by contrast the immediate effect of contacts with the practical needs of a large-scale
and, for the time, expanding economy.

The first condition for the material support of science is that it should be on an adequate scale. The
progress of science has been halted over and over again by the lack of suitable materials. Sometimes, it is
true, because they were unobtainable, like rubber before the discovery of America, but more often be-
cause the scientists lacked the means to acquire them. Throughout most of its history science has been
starved, The scientists have been driven to other pursuits to keep alive—like John Dalton’s having to
teach children 10 read—and have found it hard enough to command the tools for their trade. Even now,
in the era of government and industrial subvention of science, they are as often as not held up simply for
lack of equipment. It is paradoxical when we consider the large part which purely scientific gear plays in
our present civilization, where television sets and motor-cars abound, that the very people whose work
made those things possible are often too poor to use them themselves, even for purposes which would re-
sult in their improvement. Scientific work is continually being hampered by such elementary needs as
those of intercommunication and transport.

The total demands of science today, however big they loom compared to its poverty in earlier days,
are very small compared with the sums available for capital expenditure. Where the demands of science
can be met, and where science is closely linked with an industry and agriculture which provide it with the

necessary stimulus of problems, the external conditions for its rapid advance can easily be satisfied.

A it i £k B Y5 b

56. Which of the following is NOT an important external condition for the flourishing of science?
By

BBY Progress made in social and economic spheres.

Social attitude towards science.

Adequate material support.
BT The necessity to solve practical problems.
57.  From the third paragraph we leamn that in the past

science was not given much social importance.

the amount of material means never affected science seriously.
i@} scientists did not make admirable achievements,

#B3 scientific activities were mainly patronized by the ruling class.



58.

59.

60.

41.

42.

43,

What is the main point of the fourth paragraph?

[B] Natural science receives less attention than experimental science.

] Practical needs alone can guarantee the advance of science.

Practical activities can produce an immediate effect on the flourishing of science.
_ Material support alone can not bring about the flourishing of science.

What is the paradox the passage refers to in the development of science?
[/A] Material support has failed to get into the hands of some needy scientists.

The rapid advance of science can only be achieved in some prosperous indtstries.

The demands of science today, though still not satisfactory, are much bigger than before.

[D] Problems presented to science from industrial and agricultural sectors help to boost science.
According to the author, what is more often considered as a hindrance to science?

[AT The lack of means to acquire suitable materials.

[B] The failure in the development of agriculture.

[@] The inadequate demand for science.

D] The relative poverty of modern society.
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