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001 THE FRoOG LING,OR
IRON HEINRICH

In olden times,when wishing still helped,there
lived a king whose daughters were all beautiful,but
the youngest was so beautiful that the sun itself,which
had seen so many things,was always filled with
amazement each time it cast its rays upon her face.
Now,there was a great dark forest near the king's
castle,and in this forest, beneath an old linden tree,
was a well. Whenever the days were very hot,the
king’s daughter would go into this forest and sit down
by the edge of the cool well.If she became bored,she
would take her golden ball,throw it into the air,and
catch it.More than anything else she loved playing
with this ball.

One day it so happened that the ball did not fall
back into the princess’s little hand as she reached out
to catch it.Instead.it bounced right by her and rolled
straight into the water.The princess followed it with
her eyes,but the ball disappeared,and the well was
deep,so very deep that she could not see the bottom.
She began to cry,and she cried louder and louder,for
there was nothing that could comfort her.As she sat
there grieving over her loss a voice called out to her,
“What’s the maiter,Princess?Your tears could move
even a stone to pity.”

She looked around to see where the voice was
coming from and saw a frog sticking his thick,ugly
head out of the water. “Oh, it’s you,you old water—
splasher!” she said. “I'm crying because my golden
ball has fallen into the well.”

“Be quiet and stop crying,” the frog responded.
“I'm sure I can help you.But what will you give me if
I fetch your plaything?”

“Whatever you like,dear frog,” she said. My
clothes,my pearls and jewels,even the golden crown
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- I'm wearing on my head.”

“1 don’t want your clothes,your pearls and
jewels,or your golden crown,” the frog replied. “But
if you will love me and let me be your companion and
playmate,and let me sit beside you at the table,eat
from your little golden plate,drink out of your little
cup,and sleep in your little bed

if you promise
me all that, I'll dive down and retrieve your golden
ball.”

“ Oh, yes,” she said.
anything you want if only you'll bring back the ball!”
However,she thought, What nonsense that stupid frog
talks! He just sits in the water croaking with the rest

“Tll promise you

of the frogs.How can he expect a human being to
accept him as a companion?

Once the frog had her promise,he dipped his
head under the water,dived downward,and soon came
paddling back to the surface with the ball in his
mouth.When he threw it onto the grass,the princess
was so delighted to see her beautiful plaything again
that she picked it up and ran off with it.

“Wait, wait!” cried the frog. “Take me with
you.I can’t run like you.” .

He croaked as loudly as he could,but what good
did it do?She paid no attention to him.Instead,she
rushed home and soon forgot about the poor frog,who
had to climb back down into his well.

The next day,as she sat at the table with the king
and his courtiers and ate from her little golden plate,
something came crawling splish, splash,splish,splash
up the marble steps.When it reached the top, it
knocked at the door and cried out, *“ Princess,
youngest daughter, open up!”

She ran to see who was outside.But when she
opened the door and saw the frog,she quickly
slammed the door shut and went back to the table in a
state of fright.The king could clearly see her heart
was thumping and said, “My child, what are you
afraid of?Has a giant come to get you?”

“Oh, no,” she answered. “It’s not a giant,but a
nasty frog.”
“What does a frog want from you?”

“Oh, dear Father,yesterday when I was sitting
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and playing near the well in the forest,my golden ball
fell into the water,and because I cried so much,the
frog fetched it for me,and because he insisted, I had
to promise he could be my companion.But I never
thought he’d get out of the water.Now he’s outside and

wants to come in and be with me.”

Just then there was a second knock at the door,
and a voice cried out:

“Princess, Princess,youngest daughter,

Open up and let me in.

Have you forgotten

What you promised

Down by the well’s cool water?

Princess, Princess,youngest daughter,

Open up and let me in.”

Then the king said, “If you’ve made a promise,
you must keep it. Go and let him in.”

After she went and opened the door,the frog
hopped into the room and followed her right to her
chair,where he plopped himself down and cried out,
“Lift me up beside you!”

She refused until the king finally ordered her to

do s0.0Once the frog was 2 o

on the chair,he wanted to
climb onto the table,and
when he made it to the
table,he said, “ Now
push your little golden
plate nearer to me so

we can eat together.”

To be sure,she did
this,but it was quite
clear that she did not
like it.The frog enjoyed
his meal,while each
bite the princess took
got stuck in her throat.
Finally he said, “T've
had enough,and now
I'm tired.Carry me
upstairs to your room

and get your silken bed
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The princess began to cry because the cold frog
frightened her.She did not even have enough courage
to touch him,and yet,now she was supposed to let him
sleep in her beautiful,clean bed.But the king gave her
an angry look and said, “It’s not proper to scorn
someone who helped you when you were in trouble!”

So she picked up the frog with her two fingers,
carried him upstairs,and set him down in a corner.
Soon after she had got into bed,he came crawling over
to her and said, “I'm tired and want to sleep as much
as you do.Lift me up,or I'll tell your father!”

This made the princess extremely angry,and
after she picked him up,she threw him against the
wall with all her might. ‘

“Now you can have your rest,you nasty frog!”

However,when he fell to the ground,he was no
longer a frog but a prince with kind and beautiful
eyes.So,in keeping with her father’s wishes,she
accepted him as her dear companion and husband,
whereupon the prince told her that a wicked witch
had cast a spell over him and no one could have got
him out of the well except her,and now he intended to
take her to his kingdom the next day. Then they fell
asleep,and in the morning,when the sun woke them, a
coach drawn by eight white horses came driving up.
The horses had ostrich plumes on their heads and
harnesses with golden chains. At the back of the
coach stood Faithful Heinrich,the young king’s
servant.He had been so distressed when he had
learned his master had been turned into a frog that he
had ordered three iron bands be wrapped around his
heart to keep it from bursting from grief and sadness.
But now the coach had come to bring the young king
back to his kingdom,and Faithful Heinrich helped the
prince and princess into it and then took his place at
the back again.He was overcome by joy because his
master had been saved.

When they had traveled some distance,the
prince heard a crack —ing noise behind him,as if
something had broken.He turned around and cried
out:

“ Heinrich,the coach is breaking! ”
lord,it’s really nothing but the band around my heart,
for it neaﬂy fell apart when the witch did cast her
spell and made you live as a frog in a well.”

“ No,my

IrE—-FRTEE, BRiEHXR
Rk FEE, BERBARRE—T, ¥
HRIUEECEEHCEFEERN/IMNREERT,
AREEERT, ¥. “EREEHRE,
TR TR, SEREAN KRR,

R, WA ARRELIEFEREX,
WEELTH, TERERZEN-TAER,
LIP=y U ey ok - 34 R 2737 b0)
M. “RRT, BAIR—FFETET R E—
W, LBRALE, BEFRRRREFHRE.”

X—RAERS|AT, —LIMEE
i, PR B ILEE,

“BTHREELT, HKXITRERK!”

HERE—%ERE, EE2AFRNAH
B, WAER T —AFF KR R R %R
RETF, TR, REBOROER, RN
MNAFFREHEEMLR, HIXMNE, £
FAERDMAE, FRMBP—NRE B L
TR, BT, BABBIEMMAIRKHA
Bk, BX, M1 —HR BN E
H, dix, nHEEET. FXEL, X
FHmeRE T M), —WARADNARDED
BETIMN, BXAERBEEFANESE,
DEFERESNRNRNDR, ¥RAWEE
FHRAM—B LB TR, EMBEEA
BER—RERZE, hEREKE, TR
AEHCHEOEMET =HEe&kE, REO0KE
HEGAETmAERN, X)L, BERESF
BREFEHMANEEE, BOKKFHHK
BB EAMAELETE, AFACXAE
TEFREA, L FPRIEFRHUWER
TEH.

ffilET —BBE, EFRAVTREEER
AR E WS, FRAEFAFREER
T, eTFREML, KF. '

“FH, EFETY A, EA, AR
EF, BROUOD LM, YREHETR
%, BEERFE, HEFE, REOW,
HARERBRERT.”



The cracking noise was heard two more times
along the way,and the prince thought each time that
the coach was breaking,but the noise was only the
sound of the bands snapping from Faithful Heinrich’s
heart,for he knew his master was safe and happy.

002 THE COMPANIONSHIP
OF THE AT ANMD
THE Moust

A cat had Made the acquaintanceship of a mouse
and had talked so much about his great love and
friendship for her that he eventually convinced her to
live with him in the same house and set up a common
household.

“But we must get supplies for the winter,” said
the cat, “or else we’ll starve.A little mouse like you
can’t venture just anywhere,for one of these days you
might get caught in a trap.”

They acted on his good advice and bought a
little jar of fat,but they did not know where to put it.
Finally,after long deliberation, the cat said, “I can’t
think of a safer place than the church.No one would
dare take anything away from there.Let’s put it under
the altar,and we won’t touch it unless we really need
it.”

The little jar was safely stored away,but it was
not long before the cat felt a craving for it and said to
the mouse, “ I've been meaning to tell you,little
mouse.My cousin gave birth to a baby boy,white with
brown spots,and I've been asked to be godfather. I'm
to hold him at the christening. Would you mind letting
me go out today and looking after the house by
yourself?”

“No,of course not,” answered the mouse. “Go,
for God’s sake. If you get something good to eat,think
of me.I sure would like to have a drink of that sweet,

red christening wine.”

Naturally,none of what the cat had said was true.
He did not have a cousin,nor had he been asked to be
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godfather.He went straight to the church,crept to the
little jar of fat,and began licking and licking until he
had licked the skin off the top.Then he strolled over
the roofs of the city and contemplated his
opportunities. After a while he stretched himself out in
the sun and wiped his whiskers whenever he thought
about the little jar of fat.It was not until evening that
he returned home.

“Well, you're back,” the mouse said. “I'm sure
you had a wonderful day.”

“It wasn’t bad,” the cat responded.

“ What name did they give the child?” the

mouse asked.

“Skin-Off,” the cat said dryly.

“Skin —Off?” exclaimed the mouse. “That’s a
strange and unusual name.ls it comnion in your
family?”

“ What's there to it?” the cat said. “It’s no
worse than Crumb — Thief,as your godchildren are
called.”

Shortly after that the cat felt another great
craving and said to the mouse, “You've got to do me
a favor again and look after the house by yourself.I've
been asked to be godfather once more,and since the

child has a white ring around his neck,I can’t refuse.”

The good mouse consented,and the cat went
slinking behind the city wall to the church,where he
ate up half the jar of fat.

“ Nothing tastes better,” he said, “than what
you eat yourself,” and he was very satisfied with his
day’s work.When he returned, the mouse asked,

“What was this child christened?”

“Half--Gone,” answered the cat.

“Half~Gone! You don’t say! I've never heard of
such a name in all my life.I'll bet it’s not on the list of
proper names.”

Soon the cat’s mouth began watering once more
for the delicacy.

“All good things come in threes,” he said to the
mouse. “I've been asked to be godfather again.This
child’s all black and has white paws.Aside from that
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there’s not a white hair on his body. That only happens
once every few years.You'll let me go,won’t you?”

“Skin-Off! Half-Gone!” the mouse responded.
“ Those are really curious names.I'm beginning to
wonder about them.”

“Look,you sit at home in your dark gray fur coat
and your long pigtail,” the cat said, “and you begin
imagining
things.That’s
because  you
don’t go out
during the

”

day.

While the cat was gone,the mouse cleaned the
house and put it in order.Meanwhile the greedy cat
ate up the rest of the jar.

“It’s only after everything’s all gone,” the cat
said to himself, “that you can really begin to rest.”

It was very late at night by the time the cat
returned home,and he was fat and stuffed.The mouse
asked right away what name had been given to the
third child.

“You won't like this one either,” the cat said.
“It’s All-Gone.”

“All-Gone!” exclaimed the mouse. “That’s the
most suspicious of all the names.I've never seen it in
print.All-Gone! What’s it supposed to mean?” She
shook her head,rolled herself up into a ball,and fell
asleep.

From then on,no one asked the cat to be a
godfather.But,when winter came and there was
nothing more to be found outside,the mouse thought
about their supply of fat and said, “Come,cat,let’s go
to our jar that we’ve been saving.It'll taste good.”

“Yes,” said the cat. “You’'ll enjoy the taste just
as much as if you stuck your dainty tongue out the
window.” They set out on their way,and when they
got there,the jar of fat was still in its place,but it was
empty.

“Oh,” said the mouse. “ Now I know what’s

happened! It’s as clear as day.Some nice friend you
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- are! You ate it all up when you went to be a

godfather.First the skin,then half,then---”

“You better be quiet!” yelled the cat. “One
more word,and I'll eat you up!”
“All gone” was already on the tip of the mouse’s
tongue.No sooner did she say it than the cat jumped
on her,grabbed her,and devoured her.

You see,that’s the way of the world.

003 THE VIRAGIN MARYS CHILD

A poor woodcutter and his wife lived at the
edge of a large forest, and their only child was a
little girl who was three years old.They were so poor
they could not have daily meals anymore and did
not know how they would provide food for their
daughter.One morning the woodcutter,who was
distressed by all this,went into the forest to work.As
he began chopping wood a tall,beautiful woman
suddenly appeared before him.She was wearing a
crown of shining stars on her head and said to him,
“1 am the Virgin Mary,mother of the Christ Child.
Since you are poor and needy,bring me your child.
I'll take her with me and be her mother and look
after her.”

The woodcutter obeyed her.He brought his
child and gave her to the Virgin Mary,who took her
up to heaven.Everything went well for the girl there:
she ate cake and drank sweet milk.Her clothes were
made of gold,and the little angels played with her.
One day, when she turned fourteen,the Virgin Mary
summoned her and said, “Dear child,! intend to go
on a long journey,and I want you to take care of the
keys to the thirteen doors of the kingdom of heaven.
You may open twelve of the doors and look at all
the marvelous things inside,but I forbid you to open
the thirteenth door that this little key unlocks.Be on
your guard and don’t open it.If you do, you’ll be
unhappy.”
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The maiden promised to be obedient,and when
the Virgin Mary had departed,she began to explore
the rooms of the kingdom of heaven.Every day she
opened a new room until she had unlocked twelve of
them.In each one there was an apostle in dazzling
light, and she was delighted by the glory and
splendor,and the little angels who always

delighted
forbidden door was the only one left,and she felt a

accompanied her were too.Now the
great desire to know what was inside,and she said to
the little angels. “1 won'’t open it all the way,and I
won’t go inside.I'll only unlock it so we can peek
through the crack a little.”

“Oh,no!” said the little angels. “That would be
a sin.The Virgin Mary’s forbidden it,and something
awful could happen to you.”

So the maiden said nothing more about this,but
she could not still the urge in her heart.Her desire
kept gnawing and pecking away at her and gave her
no peace.One day when the angels had all gone out,
she thought,Now I'm all alone and can take a peek.No
one will know if I do.

She looked for the key,and when she got it in her
hand,she put it in the lock and turned it.Suddenly the
door sprang open,and there she saw the Holy Trinity
sitting in fire and splendor.She stood still for a while
and looked at everything in amazement.Then she
touched the light just a little with her finger,and the
finger turned golden.All at once she was overcome by
a tremendous fear,and she slammed the door and ran
away.The fear would not abate,no matter what she
did,and her heart pounded constantly and could not
be calmed.Moreover,the gold stayed on her finger and
would not go away even though she washed and
rubbed it as much as she could.

Soon after,the Virgin Mary returned from her
journey.She summoned the maiden and asked her to
return the keys of heaven to her.When the maiden
handed her the bunch of keys,the Virgin looked into
her eyes and said,
thirteenth door?”

“No,” she answered.

“ Didn’t you also open the

Then the Virgin Mary put her hand on the
maiden’s heart and could feel it pounding and
pounding.Now she knew the maiden had disobeyed
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@ her command and had opened the door.Once again
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she asked, “You opened the door,didn’t you?”

“No,” said the maiden for a second time.

When the Virgin Mary glanced at the finger that
had become golden from touching the heavenly fire,
she knew the maiden had sinned.

“Didn’t you?” she asked for a third time.

“No,” the maiden replied for the third time.

Then the Virgin Mary said, “You've disobeyed
me.and you’ve even lied.Youre no longer worthy
enough to stay in heaven.”

The maiden sank then into a deep sleep,and
when she awoke,she was lying on earth in the middle
of a wilderness.She wanted to cry out,but she could
not utter a sound.She jumped up and wanted to run
away,but wherever she turned,she encountered thick
hedges of thorns and could not make her way through
them.She was imprisoned in this desolate spot and
had to make an old hollow tree her dwelling place.
When night came,she crawled inside and fell asleep.
If it rained and there was stormy weather,she found
shelter there. But it was a miserable life,and
whenever she thought about how beautiful it had been
in heaven and how the angels had played with her,she
shed bitter tears.Roots and wild berries were her only
food, and she went out looking for them as far as she
could walk.In the fall she gathered the nuts and
leaves that fell to the ground and carried them into
the hollow tree.The nuts were her food in the winter
and,when snow and ice came,she crawled into the
leaves like a poor little animal so she would not
freeze.Before long her clothes became tattered,and
one piece after the other fell off her body.As soon as
the sun began to shine again,she went out and sat in
front of the tree.Her long hair covered her on all sides
like a cloak.She spent year after year like this and
felt the sorrow and misery of the world.

One day,when the trees were fresh and green
again,the king of the country came to hunt in the
forest and began chasing a deer. When it fled into the
bushes that surrounded the maiden’s dwelling spot in
the forest,he got off his horse,pulled the bushes apart,
and cut a path for himself with his sword.When he
finally got through, he saw a wonderful —looking
maiden sitting under a tree,and her golden hair
covered her down to her toes.He stood still and gazed
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