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Foreword

After two years of hard work, this special issue of Oriental Studies has finally
reached the printer. Those of us who have been editing the volume are grateful for the
support shown by all the authors, but especially the four non-Chinese authors. They did
not hesitate to submit to us examples of some of their finest unpublished works, or to
compose pieces particularly suited to the goals of this special issue. We believe that the
long period of preparation leading to the appearance of this volume has proven to be time
well spent.

Oriental Studies is a relatively new field in China, with but few institutions offering
such a program, and each hosting only a handful of scholars. It is amazing that we are
still able to assemble a sizeable list of contribution under such circumstances. What also
excites us and instills in us great hope is that we have now in China a team of scholars
devoting their research to this field, a team that is young and promising.

Western missionaries began in the 17th century to introduce the ancient civilizations
of Western Asia to China, arousing the general interest of the Chinese intelligentsia and
its diplomatic corps. However, Assyriology, Egyptology and Hittitology in the modern
sense did not start in China until 1985 when three eminent Chinese scholars of world
history, Gucheng Zhou, Yujin Wu and Zhichun Lin, co-authored a proposal calling for
the establishment in China’s academia of the then almost non-existent studies of ancient
civilizations. In that year, The Institute for the History of Ancient Civilizations, the first
institution of its kind in China, was established as part of the Northeast Normal
University in Changchun. The year 1985 is, therefore, a milestone for Ancient Near
Eastern and the Classical Studies in China. Now, the “single spark” laid by the three

senior scholars 21 years ago has become a “fire that tends to cover the whole prairie.”
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One of the hallmarks of the spread of the “fire” is that the several academic
institutions in China that host Oriental Studies, including Peking University—the most
prestigious university in China—and the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, have
created posts occupied by promising young scholars in this field, some of them having
earned their doctorate degrees from leading universities in Europe and the USA. In April
of 2005, the Institute of Ancient Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, the first
research institute in China encompassing Assyriology, Egyptology, Hittitology, Jewish
Studies and Persian Studies, was established in Peking University. This marks another
inspiring and forward-looking event in the history of Chinese research.

Compared to the former issues of Oriental Studies, the present special issue contains
two innovations. First, the page format has been enlarged, so that accompanying figures
and other illustrations can be more easily formated. Second, all the articles are published
in the languages in which they are written. These two innovations are a significant step
forward in achieving an international standard of scholarship.

There are altogether fifteen articles in this issue, of which six are in English (five in
the field of Assyriology, one in Ancient Near Eastern Archaeology), nine in Chinese
(covering Assyriology, Hittitology, Egyptology and Biblical Studies). Seven of the fifteen
articles are authored by members of the newly established Institute of Ancient Near
Eastern Languages and Civilizations at Peking University. From these articles, one can
have a glimpse of the range of research interests by the members of that institute.

This special issue is not an overly voluminous work, yet it does cover a wide range
of topics. Professor Englund’s article, “An Examination of the ¢ Textual’ Witnesses to
Late Uruk World Systems,” reviews the evidence that speaks for and against Algaze’s
thesis of an early example of a Wallersteinian World System during the Late Uruk
expansion of the 4th millennium BC. In focusing on artifacts representing a proto-writing
system unearthed at numerous excavations across the Near East, Englund comes to the
conclusion that token assemblages in so-called bullae, and numerical tablets found at
sites from ancient Iran and Syria from the phases immediately before the emergence of
true writing in southern Mesopotamia argue for an expansion triggered by the

demographics of population growth, and not by considerations by elites: of trade or
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political imperialism.

The contribution of Professor Yushu Gong, “Graph Typology of Ancient Chinese and
Sumerian Writing Systems—A Comparative Perspective,” investigates, in the first place,
the graph typology of the proto-cuneiform writing system according to the “new liushu-
theory.” The author goes on to work out further graph types of the proto-cuneiform
writing system with the help of structure names of the cuneiform signs attested in lexical
texts from the Middle Babylonian / Assyrian periods onwards. Finally, the author comes
to the conclusion that at least twelve devices for creating script graphs were at work
during the emerging stage of the proto-cuneiform writing system. Gong’s contribution
derives in part from the results of the state-funded research project “Comparative Study
on the Ancient Writing Systems” directed by the author. The final outcome of the project
will be published in the form of a monograph in the near future.

Professor Huehnergard’s article, “ Comments on Yushu Gong: ‘Graph Typology of
Ancient Chinese and Sumerian Writing Systems—A Comparative Perspective’,” is a
revised version of the comments he made as a panel chair and commentator of Gong’s
talk on the above mentioned topic when Gong was a “co-ordinate research fellow” at
Harvard’s Yenching Institute and at the Department of Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations, Harvard University. While praising Gong’s research, Huehnergard
discussed many points of disagreement. Professor Huehnergard was unable to make
specific comments on the third part of Gong’s article, stating that “time constraints
preclude a discussion of the equally important Part III of the paper, on ‘Graph Typology
Reflected by the Graph Names.” In this area of research into how the ancient
Mesopotamian scribes perceived and analyzed their writing system and the shapes of
their signs, Prof. Gong is an acknowledged leader, and the paper’s analysis of the name
types offers an intriguing counterpoint to the presentation of the liu-shu by early Chinese
scholars, although it seems clear that the Mesopotamian material is less formally
systematic. One observation: some of the sign creation devices, particularly gunf, may
sometimes have been intended to demarcate specific parts of the basic pictograph; if so,
some of those may be grouped with the zhishi-type signs.”

Professor Beaulieu’s article, “Berossus on Late Babylonian History,” investigates
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the writings of the Babylonian scholar who, at the beginning of the third century BC,
wrote a book in Greek on the history and culture of his country for Antiochus I, the
Seleucid ruler of Mesopotamia. Substantial fragments of the Babyloniaca have survived
in the works of ancient writers, including an account of the rise and fall of the Neo-
Babylonian (or “Chaldean”) dynasty that ruled Mesopotamia and much of the Near East
from 626 to 539 BC. This paper specifically discusses some of the sources which
Berossus used to write his historical account of that period. On the basis of these
results, the strengths and limitations of his work are assessed as well as their significance
for our understanding of Babylonian historiography and the intellectual culture of
Babylon during the Hellenistic period.

Yuhong Wu’s article, “Babylonian Civil Juridical System in the Eanna Temple

1]

District of Uruk under Cyrus and Cambyses of the Old Persian Empire, ” investigates the
legal documents from the Eanna temple in Uruk during the early Persian Empire and
demonstrates that the civil juridical system and courts consisted of the governor of Uruk,
the royal magistrate, the prefect, bishop, treasurer and “Big Brother” of Eanna, and the
jury of elders of the temple and city. A defendant was forced to a confession by the
material evidence and witness testimony. The penalty was only a monetary fine. Serious
offenders in Uruk were on the other hand escorted to Babylon for trial by Gobrys, the
Persian governor of Babylon and Beyond the River ( Syria), and by his son, Nabugu.

Dr. Armulf Hausleiter’s article, “Tayma, Northwest Arabia. The Context of
Archaeological Research,” reports on the joint Saudi-Arabian/German archaeological
project active at the site Tayma since 2004. An oasis and a trading post of one of the
commercial routes connecting South Arabia and the region encompassing Syro-
Mesopotamia, the Levant and Egypt, Tayma reflects international relations as well as
regional cultural expressions. The research on both the cultural and natural landscapes
in and around Tayma will contribute to a better understanding of the socio-economic
networks at the site and its surroundings, and may well contribute to the creation of a
wider perspective on ancient Near Eastern civilizations.

Since all the articles written in Chinese are accompanied by an English abstract, no

summary of those contributions is necessary here.
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The authors in the order of their appearance in this issue are:

Robert K. Englund, Professor, Department of Near Eastern Languages and
Cultures, UCLA, USA.

Yushu Gong ( #t % #), Professor, Research Center for Oriental Literature at
Peking University; Department of Oriental Studies, School for Foreign
Languages; Director of the Institute of Ancient Near Eastern
Languages and Civilizations at Peking University.

John Huehnergard, Professsor, Department of Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations, Harvard University, USA.

Paul-Alain Beaulieu, Professor, Department of Near and Middle Eastern
Civilizations, University of Toronto, Canada.

Yuhong Wu( 22 5241), Professor and Director of the Institute for History of
Ancient Civilizations, Northeast Normal University, Changchun, China.

Arnulf Hausleiter, German Archaeological Institute, Orient Department; Field
Director of the German Research Association-funded project at Tayma.

Jian Liu ( X f#), Research fellow, Institute of World History, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences ( CASS), China.

Mingyu Cao ( B B &), PhD candidate at the Institute of Ancient Near Eastern
Languages and Civilizations; Department of Oriental Studies, School
for Foreign Languages of Peking University.

Zheng Li (Z=H) , Professor, Institute of Ancient Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations; Department of Oriental Studies; Vice-Director of the
School for Foreign Languages of Peking University.

Jianping Yi ( 5} 8 ), Research fellow, Institute of World History, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences ( CASS), China.

Haiying Yan ( Bi¥#§ %), Associate Professor, History Department of Peking
University; Institute of Ancient Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations at Peking University.

Haili Wang ( F¥#3#), Associate Professor, School of History, Beijing Normal
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University.

Hongyan Li (Z=72#3) , PhD candidate at the Institute of Ancient Near Eastern
Languages and Civilizations; Department of Oriental Studies, School
for Foreign Languages of Peking University.

Yiyi Chen ( BEMS%£E), Associate Professor, Department of Oriental Studies,
School for Foreign Languages; Institute of Ancient Near Eastern
Languages and Civilizations at Peking University.

Liming Wei (Z27iHH), Associate Professor, Department of Oriental Studies,
School for Foreign Languages; Institute of Ancient Near Eastern

Languages and Civilizations at Peking University.

On behalf of the editorial board, especially on behalf of Professor Yuan Zhang, chief
editor of Oriental Studies, and Professor Bangwei Wang, director of the Research Center
of Oriental Literature at Peking University, we express our sincere gratitude to all the

authors listed above.

Yushu Gong Yiyi Chen
Executive Editors for the Special Issue
Dec. 2, 2006
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