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THE RETURN
OF SHERLOCK HOLMES




Introduction

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Conan Doyle, born in 1859, was a doctor of medicine. He
had a very keen mind, rather like that of his most famous
character, Sherlock Holmes. His first story about Holmes,
A Study in Scarlet , appeared in a magazine in 1887,

After 1890, Conan Doyle stopped practising medicine
and became a full-time writer. More and more Sherlock
Holmes stories appeared in magazines and were collected in
books like The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes (1894). Sher-
lock Holmes was also the subject of four fuil-length novels.
The best-known of these is probably The Hound of the
Baskervilles (1902), which has been made into films and
television stories several times.

As a detective, Sherlock Holmes has unusual powers
of reasoning and deduction. There are many examples in
this book. In The Six Napoleons Holmes deduces that it is
the busts that are important. In The Norwood Builder he
deduces Oldacre’s hiding place when he finds one passage
shorter than the others. In The Golder Glasses he makes
many deductions, including the ones he makes from the
glasses themselves.

Holmes’s friend, Doctor Watson, is not a fool (thou-
gh some films have made him seem foolish), but he is an
ordinary man without Holmes’s special powers of mind.

2
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He is a brave man., and is often able to help the detective
in moments of danger. In very many of Holmes’s cases.
Watson tells us the story, and so we receive the explana-
tions that Watson himself needs.

Holmes’s great enemy in a number of his cases was the
master criminal Moriarty. When Conan Doyle decided that
he had written enough Sherlock Holmes stories, he wrote
one in which Moriarty killed the great detective. There
was a public outery. Doyle’s readers were quite angry, and
he had to write a story in which Holmes appeared again—
he hadn’t died, after all! This was the first story of a col-
lection called The Return of Sherlock Holmes (1904). The
three stories in this book come from that collection.

Although the world remembers Conan Doyle as the
writér of Sherlock Holmes stories, he himself wanted to be
remembered for his more “serious” writing. This writing

“included some historical novels, for example, The White
Company (1890), Rodney Stone (1896), and Sir Nigel
(1906) .

Modern detective stories usually deal with murder. Al-
though there are murders in two of the stories in this book,
and a pretended murder in the third, Sherlock Holmes’s
cases do not necessarily include murder. In some cases there
is not even a crime, because Sherlock Holmes has pre-
vented the crime. The character of the detective and the
way his mind works (his methods) are important in the
Sherlock Holmes stories. What Conan Doyle never for-
got—and what some modern writers do forget—was that
the story is also important, and that the reader must feel
that he or she is present as the story unfolds.
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‘A Note from Dr Watson

Sherlock Holmes was one of the cleverest and most impor-
tant detectives in all England some years ago. The police
often asked him to help them. My name is Dr Watson, and
I helped Holmes with many of his cases. .

In 1891, Holmes and I had to go away from England
on a case. While we were away Holmes disappeared.
Everyone thought he had been killed. I was very sad; I was
sure my friend was dead. ‘

Then, one day in 1894, Holmes returned to England.
He was not dead! I was very happy to see him again. Soon
we began to work on cases once more. Holmes was now an
even better detective than he had been before.

This little book is called The. Return of Sherlock
Holmes because the stories in it come from the collection of
stories with that name. In it I wrote about the cases we
worked on after Holmes’s return. Here, I want to tell you
about three of the best cases from this time: The.Six Napo-
leons, The Norwood Builder and The Golden Glasses. 1
hope you will enjoy reading them.

Dr Watson



