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Abstract

&

This book is an annual report on “analysis and forecast on social situations in
China” that has been issued for 16 years. Most of the writers are from Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences, ministries, and universities, they made an in-depth analysis of the
social situation and hot issues from various perspectives such as people’s livelihood,
population, social security, income distribution, education, medical service, public
order and ecological environments. This book has been well received by the public
because of its high authority, plentiful information and professional perspectives.

Chinese macro socio-economy kept developing steadily in 2007, economy kept
increasing in a high speed, living standards improved significantly, the peasants income
make a remarkable growth, and these achievements has built a solid material foundation
for social construction and development.

Social development which focuses on the promotion people’s well-being proceeded
rapidly in the year 2007. Employment situation has got improved because of the positive
employment policies and the employment structure has been changed. To balance for
urban and rural has become the major issue in the development of social security.
Subsistence allowances covering the rural and urban residents, public medical security
system composed by the basic medical insurance systems for urban workers and residents
and a new type of cooperative medical care system in rural areas has been established.
Central and the local government spending on education has been increased greatly, free
compulsory education in rural areas has been carried out in an all-round way, state
allowance system for the students from poor families has been built in order to promote
educational equality. Laborers’ interests have been further protected, more trade unions
in non-public enterprises have been established, and promulgation of Employment
Promotion Law and Law of Employment Contracts accelerated the coordination of
employment relationships to be institutionalized. The call to build ecological civilization
raised on the 17th national congress of the CCP marked the historic turn of the concept
of environment protection, task of conserving energy and reducing emissions partly

achieved its goal, environmental legislation and execution has been stressed by



governments. Public order has got stable and the quantity of crimes decreased, the sense
of safety of the public has risen greatly, and the public have much more confidence in
the administrative ability of the central government.

The social development and social construction in 2007 are also faced with a series
of outstanding problems and contradictions. The price of food and housing increased
unduly rapid which had some impact on the low-income group’s living. The enlarging
income gap between the rural and urban areas, different districts and social members has
not been changed, the medical care issues that were mostly concerned by people haven’t
been disposed fundamentally, industrial relationship has not kept so harmonious, the
ecological situation keeps serious and the pollution problems involving peoples well-
being increased.

Next year will be the 30th anniversary of the implementation of the economic
reform and open door policies, notably the landmark that the GDP of China will reach
the third place in the world. The Olympic Games held in Beijing will mark the rise of
China as a new world economic giant. To prevent the economical overheat, keep rapid
and steady increasing, to show much concern on people’s livelihood, and to lay stress

on justice and equality should be most crucial in the social and economical development

of the coming year.
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