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Foreword

Hexigten Global Geopark is located in the eastern Inner Mongolia Plateau and on the northern margin of
North China Plate, which is just within the collision zone between the Sino—Korean Plate and Siberian Plate
during the Late Paleozoic. The geopark sits on the converging place of such three great morphologic regions as
Daxing’anling Mountains, Yanshan Mountains and Hunshandak Sands. Furthermore, this region is across three
different climatic regions, i.e., the semi—humid region, semi—arid region and arid region; accordingly, it is the
intersection zone of the Northeast China Flora, Inner Mongolia Flora and North China Flora. The unique tectonic
background and complicated geog;aphic landscapes create the surprisingly abundant geo—heritage and biological

resources of valuable scientific value in the geopark.

Granite landscapes highlight the numerous geological heritages in Hexigten Global Geopark, where rounded
hills along with precipitous heights generated out from either familiar or peculiar granite masses put in their
appearances. Some of the prominent cases include: granite bullions and peak forests bearing typical features;
granite landscapes shaped by extensive Quaternary glacier actions; Inner Mongolian Hoodoo (hoodoo is a sort of
granite stone forest which exhibits silllike structures due to the weathering of highly developed horizontal joints,
sic passim); stone mortars which spread across granite bodies at unexpectedly high altitudes with controversial
causes of formation. These unique granite landscapes are of special scientific values to both researches on the

geomorphic evolution in North China and explorations of the Quaternary glaciation in East China.

After almost ten years’ elaborate research, the authors completed the monograph, Granite Landscapes in
Hexigten Global Geopark of China. As a systematic and comprehensive summary on granite landscapes within the
geopark, the book deals with the features and significance of the granite landscapes in the viewpoints of
geosciences, art and aesthetics; meanwhile, it shows charming and gentle sights from different aspects, which is
a specialized publication of scientific research and popularization significance with a wide practical and important

reference to the related people.

Geopark is one of important measures for geosciences to serve the public and social & economic development,
so geopark is one most popular new—growing thing. As far as I know, the authors have involved in the
researches on many geoparks in China and made pioneer contributions to the construction fof geoparks in China.
Here, I show my unfeigned respects to them for their excellent work, and congratulate on the publication of this
monograph. I hope this book may promote the further development and scientific research of Hexigten Global

Geopark and make a new contribution to the construction of geoparks in China and all over the world.

bt by
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