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Preface

After months of arduous writing, this spoken Chinese
learming series Talk Chinese, a crystallization of many teach-
ers’ hard work, has finally hit the road. As Chinese keeps
warming up in today’s world, the publication of such a se-
ries will no doubt arouse another heat in learning Chinese,
Along with the rapid development of the Chinese economy,
more and more people have realized the importance and ne-
cessity of the Chinese language in communications between
people, which not only reflect in economy and trade, but
mainly in our daily lives, work and study. Today, China has
caught the eyes of the world. The number of people who in-
vest, work, travel and study in China is constantly increas-
ing. Therefore, to learn Chinese, especially colloquial Chi-
nese well, has naturally become an urgent need for these
people. In view of no such complete series of teaching spo-
ken Chinese in the market at present, and to meet the de-
mands of the market in learning Chinese, especially spoken
Chinese, we have spent a lot of energy on planning and com-
piling this series to meet the needs of readers,

Talk Chinese is the first series on practical colloqui-
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al Chinese compiled and developed based on the theory
of “Practical Communicative Functions”. It covers ten
themes on social communication, life, travel. sports,
leisure, shopping, emergency. campus, office. and IT
and network. By imitating real life scenes of various sit-
uations, authentic, lively and practical oral expressions
are revealed to allow learners to experience the charm of
the Chinese language through lively, interesting and humor-
ous situational conversations, and learn the most commonly
used colloguial words, phrases, slangs, customary usages,
everyday expressions and sentences. In another word, this is
a very useful and practical encyclopedia on speaking Chinese.
As long as one masters the contents of this series, one can
respond fluently with the knowledge and oral expressions
learned in whatever situations.

The characteristic of this series lies in its authentic,
practical language expression, stresses on colloquialism,
liveliness, and modernization of language. It selects
high frequency words and the most vivid and authentic
oral expressions used in daily life, work and study, One
of my American friends who can speak perfect Chinese
said to me after reading this series, “Very good. 1 think
some expressions in the books are really typical, which I
cant learn from other places, ” This shows that this se-

ries has made a breakthrough in Chinese learning materi-

als, and achieved our original intention that is to in-
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troduce the most typical, practical colloquial expressions
to our friends who love Chinese, and allow them to use
these expressions as soon as they learn them.

Besides, we’ve also included a “related expressions” by
listing more expressions and words related to the themes in
order to make it convenient for learners to expand their lan-
guage competency and enlarge their vocabularies,

In addition, to better help learners to know Chinese
and the Chinese culture, we’ve set up a column of “Lan-
guage and Cultural Tips” with the intention to introduce
some common usage and grammatical knowledge, com-
mon mistakes and point out words and expressions that
are easily confused, as well as tips on cultural back-
ground of the language. Our goal is not only to help
learners learn Chinese expressions, but also get to know
the cultural connotations and language knowledge.

We know that learning and practicing is linked to-
gether. One can’t reach the goal of learning without
practicing, so at the back of each unit we’ve put togeth-
er some exercises, emphasizing on listening and speak-
Ing to assist learners in mastering what they have learn-
ed through practice.

I think everyone has his/her own ways of learning.
As the saying goes, “Every major road leads to Rome. ”
We believe that as long as one tries hard, one can learn

Chinese well no matter which ways and methods they
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adopt, We sincerely hope this series will be of some help
in raising your real ability of speaking in Chinese.

We often say “Reading enriches the mind” to en-
courage people to read widely. Today, we use this
phrase to invite you walk into this series, where you will
discover there are so many interesting words and sen-
tences you have yet to learn. What are you waiting for?
Come on, let’s get started!

Chief compiler; Li Shujuan



it

Bl

A THAREHERZE, XESEHE XS EW.L M
CBPBIUEARIDGE B RFIE BE TS RELE 7. DA
R FHR A K X AT 7 5 P 5 9 AR TR R 1L ¥ 1 [ 3L
—ANAE . BEE P E 2 BT MR R R B A R B DLIE
TENS A Z 1) B9 38 35 ¥l L ) o B A B X A (AR
LR HE. EIEMRERARA LS THEMEI L. 5X0
o E A A TE H AR BT TR R 2E T A
AW K. FEFUGE, B HIR OHE, A AR B0 U "
R & T HATHS B a2 m i S DGE DER RSB BN
TR AN I DGE A5 BRDUE R TR AT 3R 5
BT RERYIER, UMIEE.

L ARRREE D) A Ik R AV R ) Sk RS
Bl gL DOE DR RS A F R A AL A0S R iz 8 R
W R B TR 1T RIS R L T A
FAE PR ERMGR, FIME 80F KM DIEREER,
ik 2] F M — A 4 Bh  A  BR A1 O P R BRIUE 1
B EIEREREE R L EAR AL G A RAE KRR
MERE., aTRLR, X - BT AR OB NER, REE
B X ERIIMAT, RILE A A, BBREZ AT B9 R
FIE X W .

RERFIEBANGETIES RERE KA. REBFHD
AL AT R {4 . P BTCR A AR AR TG . TAEAISE T T

V



15 R 6 Ay B R R/ sl 6 O MG ARY T B — 1 oh ORI
WHHREMAAT LRI BERIEBZER. R, REHe
TR SRR B E L E R M M TR AR B R XE RS A
HAEDGEF I HH RS LERRA — BRI, 7 TR
I8R5 Wywy . B LR B IL i RN 2 50 FI 9 B A S 4 3
WRIAA A . AEABATTE T KRR TR G .

O BA T 55 B — - XTI B E £ 5 8 X1
QELENEIT-9ip Sk 00 360 DI P NN

FIH T EAF M IRBYE I T WIGE R P E . R 1455
TR T — T B E X/ "R % T F A 4 — iE
FARISCE AR A8 7 B o 3 LA SR S IR e My L L e i
BIXACHENMER AL E I E R CEL BN RS B T RESE
ST AE A R FE 5 s,

FA T, 15 SR WA AT 5109, 2 107 A 34 A B 0 H
B PRGN ETT 2 G A LA /NG ST B S AT L, ik
A EBN %S SRR,

BEBTABAEEANET L G5 AAKBESD
GRS RES 5. Tt R AR, B RE¥ I IGE. R
MRCHH X E R I B 2 T R BIGE R LR &k
RESH FTMaE.

EMNHAFHEFR"RERAMNEIUEBB. 5 KRITA
FEARBESLLTERFIE B, R RBX A K L4 B
EENE) FRSARA LRI 0, BSH 47 Ethiame

4 FHE



Preface - ororctovrrmrrrnrerrrmtrnaeetriatiaiarararrneeas I
BI OB oo V
INEPOAUCLION  +++- v eererrrresranmensrnessinnsnssrsranennsnses 1
Unit 1 [G4E Greetings - rererrerrerrmennnn.. 15
1. _.ﬂﬁ;fﬁ:g [@ﬁﬁ% ....................................... 15
2, SEHEIA EBHAIERIE - veereeerreereeeeaeeneenns 17
3. I REEIRIEFIE oveeeeernrnnrnrreeenerininnnn, 19
4, B RERIBIERIE e 20
Unit 2 4148 Introductions -« «-croreereimmeinniiinii.. 10
1. Eﬁﬁ% ................................................ 30
2. ﬁé’ﬁﬂﬁ)\ ............................................... 36
Unit 3 BB Farewells «ooccorvrermininin, 48
Unit 4 B Gratitude -----ovovereeeiiii 51
Unit 5 #E¥ Apologies -oreeeerei 70
Unit 6 15 (9K )L ) Enquiry/Chatting -« 82
1. !ﬁjﬂjl\fkfnlﬁfﬁﬁ ................................. 82
2. HIRIEFIE] coeverermrene e 94
3. IR FSAEH o emrrerereenrie 103
Unit 7 &K Reqm[s .................................... 117



Unit 8 FE48 Refusals -----veerererresrnesmsnmnnnncinnn 129

Unit 9 3RELISRD Offers --o-ovveeereeereremsssnnneenes 138
Unit 10 B Receplion ................................. 147
1 FERRFIE - reereerreenteresssrsssrsnnnunensrosessnnanes 147
20 TEFTRIIE - erree e 156
Unit 11 ¥ 2% Compliments ----------rovemrmsreeinnnenn. 168
1 BEBPE B -orrerrerrrrrr 168
2, IR F e 178
30 BEFERGE - 186
Unit 12 HEMWE Advice  -oorveememminne, 194
| DR ) = TP 194
- - 202
Unit 13 RiE Blessings reerrerreienii 214
Unit 14 3K Caring for Others ------+coreeviennnne 229
Unit 15 H1E On the Telephone -++«-----oceeevvennee 238
Lo FTHIEE B - oervrrrrrrrnne s e seanns 238
2. BEMFEE R  vvreeeee e 243
3. BEHIE i, 250



COMMUNICATIVE TALK —

Introduction

Part 1 Learn Pinyin My Way

Chinese Pinyin is not difficult to learn. It mainly
includes three parts. initials, finals and tones. In this
chapter you’ll be introduced to some basic knowledge
of Pinyin,how to pronounce them, the differences be-
tween Pinyin and the English phonetics, and ways to
remember them,so that you can read Pinyin easily and
pronounce them in the later parts of the book. This
will help you to study Chinese along with the audios by
yourself.

1. Initials

There are 23 initials in Chinese Pinyin. Many of
them have similar sounds to the English consonants.
Please look at Table 1 and compare them with the Eng-
lish version.

Table 1 Chinese initials

Chinese letter Sound English word

b p as “b” iﬂ “bOOk”
p p6 as “p” in “poor”
m m as “m” in “more”
f f as “f” in “four”
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2. Finals

There are 35 finals in Chinese Pinyin. To be more
specific, there are six single finals and 29 compound fi-
nals. The six single finals are: a,0,€e,i,u,and U. Under
each final there are several compound finals. The key
to remember them,is to remember the six single finals
first, then remember the compound finals of each final
as a group. There is a rule in doing it. Look at Table 2

t as “d” in “dog”

t as “t” in “text”

n as “n” in “net”

1 as “1” in “learn”

k as “g” in “green”
k* as “k” in “kit”

X as “h” in “her”

te as “j” in “jeep”

te* as “ch” in “cheese”
¢ as “sh” in “shit”

ts as“ds” in “sounds”
ts* as“ts” in “lots”

$ as “s” in “sum”

ts as “j” in “journey”
ts* as “ch” in “church”
5 as “sh” in “shirt”
7, as “r’in “red”

W as“w” in “woman”
i as “y” in “you”

and compare them with the English version.
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Table 2 Chinese Finals
Chinese letter Sound English word

a A as “ar” in “car” 5
ai ai I 3
an an as “an” in “ant” §
ang an as “ong” in “long” =
ao au as “ou” in “out”

0 0 as “a” in “water”

ou ou oh

ong ug as “one” in “gone”

e ¥ as “ir” in “bird”

ei ei as “ay” in “may”

en an as “en” in “end”

eng an as“eng”in “beng”

er ar as “er” in “traveler”

i i as “ea” in “tea”

ia iA yah

iao iau as “yo” in “yoga”

ie ie as “ye” in “yes”

in in as “in” in “inside”

iu iou you

ian len Ian

iang ian young

ing ian as “ing” in “going”

fong yurg as “one” in “alone”

u u W00

ua uA as “wa” in “watt”

ui uei as “wee” in “sweet”
un usn won
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uo uo as “wha” in “what”
uai uai why

uan uan when

uang uag as “wan” in “want”
u y

Ue ye

un yn

uan yen

3. Tones

The Chinese Mandarin has four tones—the first
“-”, the second tone“’”, the third tone“~”, and the

69

tone
fourth tone Different tones express different mean-
ings. So it is important to master all four tones in order
not to mislead others when you’re speaking.

How does one practice the four tones is a common
question. Here is one way to do it: Do you know how to
sing songs? Yes,use that to help you, For example; a,
d,d.a,the first tone“a”is a high tone,so you should sing
it high pitched as if you’re saying the word “Hi”; the
second tone goes from low to high as if you’re saying
the word “what?”; the third tone is like a valley, you
can sing it as if saying the word “whoa”; and the fourth tone
goes from high to low as if you’re saying the word “Go!”

Isn’t it easy? Now let’s practice the four tones.

a a a a
0 ) o 0
e é é e
T i i i
u a d u
{ { ¥ U



ma

L
mother
wo

-

nest

gé

A
brother

X1
[i]
west
hi
52
call
ju
&

reside

ma
i3
hemp
wé

gé
¥

leather

X1

study
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t
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game

barge
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ma

g

curse

WO

B

lie

ge

A

one unit of some-
thing (a measure
word)

Xi

2|

thin

hu

=

household

ja

)

sentence

Part2 Learn Grammar My Way

As soon as the word grammar is mentioned, one
may frown and sigh helplessly at the hardship of learn-
ing Chinese. As a matter of fact, learning Chinese
grammar is not as difficult as learning the grammar of
other languages. The most difficult thing to learn
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