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Our Planet

Earth is the only planet with life currently known to humanity
in the solar system with the gigantic sun flaming hotly in the center
within the splendid Milky Way Galaxy spanning 1 billion light years
in diameter across the infinite space.

With the advancement of science and technology and increasing
knowledge of the unknown world, Earth, which has given birth to
life over a process of hundreds of millions of years, is metaphorically
becoming smaller and smaller. Today, we have nuclear weapons.
Today, spurred by rapidly swelling desires, we humans are becoming
increasingly greedy in making our demands out of Nature. The
planet of life cannot bear with such huge demands: our resources
are drying up, rubbish and waste gas generated by the industrialized
civilization is filling up every niche of our existence, our environment
1s deteriorating, viruses and natural disasters are running rampant
across the world, and lovely plants and animals are plunged into
extinction daily by the thousands. By today, we human beings have
not yet created a top-class civilization, we have not yet acquired a full
understanding of ourselves, and we have not ridden ourselves of all
those treaties and conventions created by power politics to rule the
world. It is horrifying to see how we humans piteously lack a vision
for future, how we are lost in a blind and selfish pursuit of material
things, and how we are unable to restrain our own avarice.

We have ushered ourselves into a high-tech information era,
in which our thinking is experiencing drastic changes and the world
development is witnessing a qualitative leap forward. In this age of
glory and splendor which marks a new height of human development,
people become so impetuous and restless that the equilibrium between
spirit and material is gravely lopsided. Some people have become
pompous cynics, some have converted themselves into depraved
nihilists, and some are dreaming of putting their hands on panacea.
They are lost in illusions, hallucinations stemming from taking
spiritual heroin. Undoubtedly, this demonstrates the loss of faith and
corruption of humanity. How horrifying it is indeed!

When casting your eyes into the star-studded space in a summer
night, will you come to realize that our home is just a negligible
planet in the endless universe? Will you come to realize how small,
lonely and fragile our home really is? What an experience the Earth
has had over billions of years: how it was barren for billions of years
before the earliest organic life appeared, how plants and animals
emerged, how animals that crawled on the ground evolved into biped
animals that walked upright, and how life grew from the simple to
the complex. Harsh evolutions have combined to spawn the present
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civilization: a great creation granted us by our mother earth. With a
walk stick of faith, we have doddered all the way in a ruthless combat
between human and natural calamities, and in the human history
marked by disasters and challenges. It is with huge sacrifices that we
have acquired a peerless spiritual and material wealth. How can we
let it go without a fight? Do we really want to leave our children and
grandchildren weeping hopelessly over a desolate world?

Let us reconsider the situation and rethink our past, present and
future. Let us look far ahead and treasure everything on our planet.
Though we are looking for new planets of life, at present the search
remains only as a solace and a hope for humanity. We cannot leave
our mother that has nurtured us for tens of millions of years. We need
a meaning of life, a process of life, and a pure spirit that seeks eternity
within limitations and makes our survival possible. We need have a
sober sense of disasters; we cannot afford to take a blind journey into
an unmapped terrain without a plan; we cannot eat up all the seeds
today that should be kept for next year’s planting. Otherwise, nature
will deal us a fatal blow. Certainly, all the people aspiring for civilized
progress of humanity, including politicians, thinkers, scientists, and
artists, are making unflagging endeavors for the present and future of
the world, for peace and development. They are building our home.
All this embodies the most precious spirit of humanity. Only by
carrying on and promoting this spirit can we outface the selfishness
and meanness in the human nature and build an everlasting monument.

I love our home dearly. My love embraces more than every
tree and every blade of grass here. My love champions the supreme
intelligence and brilliant culture developed and accumulated by our
ancestral sages over thousands of years. May this album contribute
to the beauty of our home. This album aims to explain the process
and meaning of our existence artistically, religiously, philosophically
and scientifically. Time and space, the abstract and the concrete, and
different viewpoints are explored to highlight the myth and beauty
of the universe and life. I sincerely wish you will enjoy the thrill and
exploration of beauty and philosophical thinking.

Let us care for our common home!

Let us hold fast to our faith!

Let us go through paradoxes and transcend ourselves!

Ge Ciyun
Ningbo, China
December, 2006
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Notre planete

. Dans le vaste cosmos, a 1’intérieur de la Galaxie dont le
diamétre est d’environ un milliard d’années-lumiére et dans le systeme
solaire autour du soleil immense et brilant, il existe la Terre, le seul
corps céleste ayant les étres vivants que nous connaissons bien .

Au fur et a mesure du développement de la science et de la
technologie, et aussi de 1’¢largissement de nos connaissances sur le
monde inconnu, cette planéte qui préserve la vie depuis des milliers
d’années semble devenir de plus en plus petite. Elle porte déja un
fardeau insupportable avec les armes nucléaires, les hommes de plus
en plus désireux et la nature exploitée frénétiquement, nos ressources
tarissent petit a petit, les ordures et les gaz résiduaires de 1’industrie
nous envahissent de tous les cOtés, 1’environnement se détériore
graduellement, les virus et les catastrophes naturelles tourmentent
le monde, chaque jour des milliers d’animaux et de plantes sont sur
le point de disparaitre ... A I’époque oul les hommes n’atteignent pas
encore une culture avancée, ou ils ne se connaissent pas bien eux-
mémes, ou la politique de la force piétine les accords internationaux,
nous ne pouvons pas encore voir assez loin, nous ne nous intéressons
qu’a exploiter au lieu de contenir notre avarice, cela s’avere €tre un
phénomene terrible.

Nous sommes déja entrés dans 1’époque de I’informatique, des
sciences et des technologies avancées, notre mode de penser est en
train de connaitre un changement rapide, le développement du monde
a connu un essor prodigieux, c¢’est une époque de la fission brillante
et glorieuse, c¢’est un nouveau point culminant du développement.
Tout cela rend les hommes 1égers et détruit 1’équilibre de la balance
spirituelle et matérielle. Certains se croient supérieurs a tout le monde,
d’autres veulent mourir avec le monde décadent, et il y a méme
ceux qui espérent étre immortels ... tout cela constitue 1’illusion,
I’héroine spirituelle, la perte de la foi et aussi la dégradation de la
nature humaine. C’est un autre terrible phénomeéne.

En été, quand vous regardez seul la voute étoilée si mystérieuse,
est-ce que vous pouvez penser que la Terre est une planete si petite,
si solitaire et si fragile dans 1’univers. Depuis des millions d’années,
les étres vivants ont connu des évolutions cruelles : de I’inorganique
a I’organique, de plantes a animaux, de reptile a la station debout, de
simple a complexe... on fait tout pour atteindre notre civilisation
d’aujourd’hui. Que c’est un événement admirable ! Au cours des
luttes entre les hommes et les catastrophes naturelles et celles des étres
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