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Art Career

Mr. Zhou Kai. born in Zhuji. Zhejiang Province in September, 1937, was fond of
arts and literatures in his teenage. After graduating from Stage Design Specialty in

Shanghai Academy of Theatre in1959. he came to Guangxi Academy of Arts as an art

teacher, teaching painting and artistic creation and studying art history for a long time.
Being a professor in Fine Arts Department in the Academy, and a member of China
Artists Association, Mr. Zhou has got many awards, including a Second Prize from
National Excellent Educational A of Acad

a First Prize from Guangxi
Excellent Educational Achievement of Academies, and a Bronze-Drum Prize, which is
the highest award to literary and artistic creation by Guangxi Government. He was also
given the title of Guangxi Excellent Teacher. and became an expert having Special
Subsidy from the government which is awarded for his whole life long by the State
Council.

Since he drew and taught in the Academy, he has born various hardship of life and
suffered from an eye disease, but he has kept on explorating in arts with industrious
attitude and never stopped his brush and pen. His works have been selected to national

and Guangxi of arts for several times, and even compiled into
two great portfolios, Landscape Oil Paintings in China and Still Life Oil Paintings in
China, which 1 Fall Land: of Zhuang Ne

tionality in Western Guangyxi, Lijiang River, Wild Daisy and Flowers INA Glass. Some

lity, Village of Zhuang Na-

publishing houses have issued his works, such as How 1o Draw Gouache, Basic Course
of Drawing, Master Techniques (1-4), Appreciation of Foreign Master Works, Foreign
Art History ( as an associate editor in chief ), Art Appreciation ( as an editor in chief ),
and Thesis Writing for Graduating Art Students (as an editor in chief), etc.. He has also
read out his papers in both international and national academic meetings, and pub-
lished many theories in different journals, including New Research On Colors In
Painting: Three Primary Colors In Visual Sense Is Of A Significance To Both Theory
And Practice In Color Painting, The Composition And Application Of Texture In Oil
Painting, New Research On Texture In Ol Painting and Nature, A Bank Of Colors, etc.,
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Worthy of The Time

By Shao Dazhen

Reading the book. Works of Zhou Kai. which is to be put into print. with

great interest, and then closing it, | have a clear feeling that Zhou Kai is an
accomplished artist. The word accomplished using here expresses not only in
art, but also in culture, and even in experience and understanding from real life.
On every work of his oil painting, and in every thing between the lines in his

writings, it shows a kind of culture, a special view and a pursuit of excellence

in art and real life. Having a talent for learning from the nature and the law of

arts in his carly years when he was in his school-days, he diligently grasped the

creative spirits from masters in art when he studied the skills of painting, which

1 Lake After Rain-

had made him starting at a higher point. From his work
ing painted in his school-days in 1957, we would know he is a thoughtful artist
with his devotion to the nature and his thinking to the essence of the art. On
that work seeming to be a sketch with free and random strokes, we would also

see accurate structure, colors, savoury

texture, and even tasteful artistic mood in the image. We would appreciate his

meantime. he never stopped his concern at what had happened in the develop-
ing process of western modern arts, from which he drew the nourishment for

his painting. Due to both efforts, Zhou's works show not only a strong spirit of

the time, but also a valuable national feature.

In describing both works above painted in his early years. | purposely use
the word structure. since 1 think Zhou's works have expressed structure
seriously. which also forms his own individual character. Regardless of realis-
ticart or frechand painting. all plastic art has the structure in the image. The

inner structure is simply referred to the skeleton supporting the object. Though

an artist applies various artistic exaggerations and deformations to-describing
objects, he must pay attention to aceuracy of its inner structure from the first.
The aceuracy is shown not only by the drawing skill of the painter. but also in
the degrees of both grasping accurately the essence of an object and control-
ling the subjective mood. all of which reflect the capability to build up the

structure. Creating from both the subject and the object, the structure in the

keen abservation, his capability to grasp image with accuracy, his
tious attitude towards his creation. his spirit against the trend in that time and

Tlowers

showing his own subjective world with bravery. Another oil painting,
In A Glass, a still life in 1961 when he graduated from the academy, was painted
with freehand brushwork of quick and wide strokes (Da Xie Yi). where the
1 with both self-indul

structure was and self-controll, and its

colors showed bright and pregnant for his enthusiasm. In his art practice for the
next several decades, Zhou insisted all along his own direction for art without
concerning rapid change of political events in the outside world. What he had
done was to keep on enriching his experience of real life in art, especially in
traditional national art. which not only developed his oil painting closelier to
frechand strokes, but also made him pay more attention to assimilating tradi-

tional artistic approaches and to expressing the mood in his works. In the

image ly contains rational and emotional colors. In any creation

of art, the emotional expression is not enough, the artist must research deeply
the law of art, if he wants to achieve a higher degree. Zhou knew such a view
for a long time. With his good qualities, he had got painting experience in his
practice, and found and raised problems, which urged him on thinking and
learning from portfolios and books of great masters in history. He kept con-
cerning the structure in the image, which showed him as an artist being good
at blending the rational spirit with emotional colors.

Besides inner structure, an image also has its outside structure. Zhou said,
"When | was in Shanghai. | was preliminarily aware that color and texture
were two great pillars of skills in oil painting." When Zhou was wandering
before Washing Horse, a famous oil painting by a Russian painter named Serov,

he started to know that oil painting also contained such a thing similar to that



in traditional Chinese painting, which was called texture. Unlike some artists,
Zhou never ceased after gaining a little knowledge. Applying and exploring

various texture effects in his paintings. Zhou had studied the origin and the

development of texture techniques, and finished some academic research paper:
including The Composition and Application of Oil Painting Texture, New Re-
search on Texture in Oil Painting, and Texture Problem in the Teaching of Oil
Painting . Being the first to study texture of oil painting in that time, he was

followed by artists in the art circle.

acing artistic problems including color, above all, an artist must depend
on intuitive reflection. The intuition is so valuable. as it contains not only hal-
Tucination and illusion, but also non-rationally emotional factors. Art can not

be separated from intuition and hallucination and illusion. But, if the artist

only stays in the phase of intuition and paints with his own sense, he would be
more difficult to go further in his art exploration. Therefore, in resolving prob-
lems such as colors, the artist must know both the hows and the whys. When

Zhou was studying textures, he also greatly concerned the exploration of colors.

In his painting practice, he found out valuable color laws by approaches of

both finding difference from identity and finding identity from difference, to

show out his capability in expressing harmony and contrast in his images.
From Zhou’s works, either landscapes or still lifes. we would sce that he

cemphasised the whole atmosphere of colors on the image and built up differ-

ence and variety in uniformity. so as to form musical rhythm and melody by
the blending and the complement and the contrast of colors. As the atmosphere

of colors is uniform as a whole. his painting gi a bright visual effect in

the first eye. As there are some subtle changes in colors, and some impromptu
and fortuitous factors, the charm of the image would stop the viewers’ feet for
appreciation. Like researching the texture, he also explored theories of the

color, and finished a long paper, named New Research On Colors In Painting:

~ Preface

Three Primary Colors In Visual Sense Is Of A Significance To Both Theory And
Practice In Color Painting, in the late 70s of last eentury, which corrected
some wrong or paradoxical conceptions in domestic color books, and urged the
teaching and the creation of oil painting.

The success of Zhou in art also came from his love for the nature. After he

4

{ from S i Ac: y of Theatre, he was assigned to teach in

Guangxi Academy of Arts. Being infatuated with local landscapes and customs
in strong colors, Zhou, without minding the trouble, often guided his students
10 penetrate deeply into aboriginal villages of nationalitics, such as Zhuang,
Yao, Dong and Miao, for learning and observing from real life. Captivated by
local simple and honest people, and gorgeous and charming landscapes. he
sketehed and created with his excited emotion. Like works of the most remark-

able artists, we are not easy to tell defference between a sketch and a creative

work in Zhou’s paintings, since he took every sketch as a painting of his ere-

ation and devoted his whole inspiration and emotion to it. Zhou was also good

at finding and expressing aesthetic from common things and landscapes, since
he had eyes for painting and a sincere heart for art.
Zhou had made a remarkable achievement in his art creation and art education.

Here, in the book, we have collected his works painted for several decades,

which not only give us aesthetic and experience in art, but also enlighten us in

our minds. Indeed, if Zhou were not disturbed by political movements in hi
tory and not suffered from an eye disease. he would make greater extraordinary
achicvement in his creation and theory research in oil painting. But, the achieve-
ment and the contribution he had made to the art circle in Guangxi and even all
over the country have proved that he was worthy of the time and the public that
fostered him. What he had done has won enough respect and admiration from
us, and [ think, he would be also proud of what he had done.

Here’s my words for the preface in this book. Thanks him.
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