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PREFACE

This is the book to introduce the National Museum of Chinese Hisitory to
the public. The most important task of this museum is to collect and preserve
cultural relics, and to introduce Chinese history in form of exhibition. But the
content of history ranges extremely wide field, there is not a certain historical
book or a series of historical exhibition can exhaustively show its course, nor
can it tell the historical facts clearly. Therefore, they can only select its main
part. For writing a book, the selection is rather free, but for the museum, this
kind of selection has greatlimitation. For example, the content of the collection,
the area andconditions for exhibition, all these affect the content of the
exhibition.So we have been thinking about this problem ——what thread can we
according to to fix up the exhibition of history?

This museum 1is the national museum set up the earliest, and it
alsoconsider history displaying as its basic task, so it has got more thinking and
more Practice on it. Now we have found that, each relic is the relic of historical
culture, in another word, each cultural relic can reflect a certain fact in history
and culture. The historical culture, which is mentioned here, has very wide
meaning, it should include production technical, social and idea. Therefore,
historical culture means the mainpart of history, which abandons details.
According to the understandingof that, “ The Exhibition of Chinese General
History” in our museum is mainly reflecting the development course of Chinese
historcal culture.

History is the objective reality. To understand and to explain the history is
a manifestation of idea.Searching for true history will neverend,thus the
explaination about history will always have its divergences,so we needn’t

believe that everything this book tell us is correct. Stop here, I want to tell you
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the feeling when I entered the museum the first time in my childhood. When I
was five or six years old, I followed myelder brother to visit a museum in Zhen
Dan University. That was a museum of nature. Through the tiny light , I saw
the remains of strange creatures I had never seen, my childish heart was struck
by that and fellinto the mystery. So far I can remanber the feeling that day. If I
go andvisit there twice, maybe I still will not be able to understand what the
exhibits are. But from then on, i have undergtood that a museum is a hallof
knowlege, a sacred site where we can see how ignorant we are.

Of cause, childish heart lacks knowledge,but it is the purist.So itis what
the adults have been longing for and pursuing.

In my opinion,we should proceed from the purist heart to build up
museums,and also I hope that all the social education activities carried out by

museums can arouse this kind of pure heart.

Yu Weichao
Febryary 28th, 1998
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