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Before the arrival of European settlers in the 1500s
and 1600s, Connecticut was home to a number of indige-
nous (& 1 ) peoples. The Dutch navigator, Adriaen
Block, was the first European of record to explore the ar-
ea, sailing up the Connecticut River in 1614, and though
the Dutch established a trading post, it was the British
who fully colonized the area In 1633, Dutch colonists built
a fort and trading post near present-day Hartford, but
soon lost control to English Puritans (3§ # &) migrating
south from the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Dutch settlers

of Manhattan Island, New York, and the Puritans and
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Pilgrims from Massachusetts, learned of the fertility {ﬂE’,
¥k, E7™)of the soil on the Connecticut River, and bc::h
laid claim to territory, but both hesitated for awhile ( J
%}, —2 JL)in making any settlement. However, in Octo-
ber, 1633 (three years after Winthrop’s Fleet had started
the populating the Massachusetts Bay Colony), a small
vessel sailed from Plymouth, with the design of erecting a
trading-house on the bank of the Connecticut; but when
they had sailed up the river to the location of the present
city of Hartford, they found the Dutch had gotten there
before them, and had erected a fort(#& £, iR LW R
Sy ).

The Dutch forbade them to advance and threatened to
fire upon them. The English ignored the threats and

sailed right past them! They landed at a spot within the

limits of the present town of Windsor, and built a trading-
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house there. Windsor is approximately 40 miles inland, to
the north, from the Long Island Sound coast. The next
movement towards settling Connecticut was in July,
1635, when at Wethersfield (5 #B /R ¥ JE/RE) a settle-
ment was made. This settlement is about 10 miles south,
or closer to the coast, than Windsor had been. Since
Windsor was just a tradihg post, Wethersfield, then was

the first English settlement in Connecticut, five years af-

ter the Massachusetts Bay Colony had begun and fifteen

years after the beginning of the Plymouth Colony.

The next settlement was at or near the first intrusion
into Connecticut, at the Plymouth trading-house, in the
summer of 1635, by people from Dorchester. They gave

the settlement the name of Windsor. The next year, Mr.

Hooker, with his congregation(#£48, ££,.[F1X£),.

rémoved from Cambridge (then Newtown) to Connecticut
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and founded the town of Hartford, in between Windsor
and Wetherfield. These three towns, Wethersfield,
Windsor and Hartford, soon associated, and chose magis-
trates(CHUVE R, #1 5 E A) to regulate their common in-
terests. At about the same time, in 1635, John Win-
throp, the younger, had established Aa fort on the coast at
Saybrook, near the mouth of the Connecticut River.

The Pequot War ensued in 1637, culminating(G% 3
T8 £)in the destruction of the Pequot Indian Camp and
massacrt;(j: B %) of many Indians by the white set-
tlers. At the close of the Indian troubles, in 1639,
George Fenwick arrived from England, and came over to
take charge of the colony by authority of the “Compa-
ny”. New Haven, on the coast, west of Saybrook, was
settled about this time, followed by Milford, yet further

west on the coast, then Guilford, Fairfield, Stratford,
— 8 —



