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BRIEF NOTES OF GAOQUAN’S ART

Born in November 1936,in Bengbu of the Anhui province in China.GAO Quan was graduated from
DONG Xiwen's Studio belonging to the Oil Painting Department of the Central College of Fine Arts (in
Beijing) in July1961.Volunteering to join the army in november 1962.he worked successively for the
Navy,the illustrated Magazines Office off the General Politic Department of the Chinese armysits insti-
tute of Arts and the National Military Museum. Beginning his career as fine arts designer or staff, he
successively qualified as fine arts editor.fine arts teacher and Director of the Fine Arts Studio.Being
now member of the Natonal Fine Arts Association of China,he has qualified as a National First-class
painter,he is also member of the Oil painting Commission and that of the Fresco Commission under the
Association ad well as Councilor of the Oil painting study Association of China.We find his more than
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200 main painting works as follows: “Turing face to the sea”,“A woman weather observer”, “the August
6" Sea War”,“Chairman MAO established the company branch of the Communist Party in the army”,
“The great friendship during the hard times”,“the Thirst(which won the Third-class Prize of the Na-
tional Fine Arts Exhibition of China)”,“A Mother”,“the Mood”, “the long march though the swamp
(which won the Outstanding Reward of the Fine Arts Exhibition of the Chinese Army)”,“The Backbone”,
the Great Monument-the Summer of 1998(which

won the First Prize of the Flood Fight related Fine Arts Exhibition of the Chinese Army as well as the
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“Cross the Yellow River to east”,“Advance to north”,

Bronze Prize of the 9" National Fine Arts Exhibition of China)”,“the Decision of sending troop” etc..
Furthermore,His work named “long live the great unity of all Chinese nationalities!” won the second-
class Reward of the National Propaganda paintings of China.In 1983,GAO traveled in North Korea to
study its panorama art.In 1986 and 1988,he joined the leader group to realize the China’s first semicircle
scene painting named “the Battle at the Lugou Bridge” for the Anti-Japanese War Museum of Lugou
Bridge as well as the first panorama named “Capturing Jinzhou” for the Liaosheng War Museum.
Loving deeply to paint the sea in all his life, GAO has created up to 200 ocean related paintings.In 1987,
the Bayi Cinematic Studio made a biographical documentary about him called “the Son of the sea”.In
1992,the “Album of GAO Quan’s sea related paintings” was published by People’s Fine Arts Publish-
ing House of Tianjin.In 1993,he created his huge size sea painting “the song of the Great Tide” to
decorate the State Council Hall at Zhongnanhai.Many of his paintings are collected by Chinese and
foreign art lovers,recorded by some top-level culture dictionaries,and reported by the CCTV Beijing
TV as well as many Chinese magazines and newspapapers which consider him as a famous army and
sea topics painter with his clearly personalized artistic choice.Enjoying the special subsidies awarded
by the Chinese government from 1993 he retired in 1999 and then at Yuanyao Village of Weihai City in
Shandong province were founded the “GAO Quan's Art Museum” and the “Academy of the Sea

Painting”.
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Foreward

On November 24, 2005, nearly hundreds of old and new friends from all over
the country joyfully reunited in Weihai Yuanyao Gao Quan Art center, celebrating
master Gao's 70th birthday and 50th anniversary of his life in fine arts. So many
paintings have recorded the painter's half century struggle and the actual

accomplishments, everybody there was so touched.

It had spent the Master nearly ten years to complete the art center with his
painstaking care. The art center stands by the sea, not only because he is too tired
of the city's noise and excitement, but also he could fulfill his dream of yearning

for the sea.

Mr. Dong Xi Wen was the teacher of Master Gao in the Centre Academy of
Fine Arts. He knew thoroughly the East and West drawing essence, and his whole
life was devoted to the Eastern spirit and the national style of Chinese oil painting.
Unfortunately, he had only lived 59 years. If he could live longer, the history of
the Chinese oil painting would have better aspect. But luckily, Master Gao has
obviously learned the spirit and some skills from him, especially the style and
the temperament of the fine arts. Started from the graduation work "to Sea",
Master Gao had finished hundreds famous paintings, such as “The sea war ®C
August 6,” “Surging thoughts and emotions”, *
Cross the meadow” and “The Mother”. Most of his

Found the party in company”,
“the Yellow River”,*
paintings are related to the military history and topic. Every time when I see the
Master’s works, they can always remind me the famous words which Mr. Vangogh
said to Ferdinand Victor Delacroixis “He is a great painter who has the sun in

his brain and the storm in his heart”.

According to the Master's fully energized individuality and painting style, he
is a bold faction representative painter. He chooses the sea as the ultimate object
of his creation because he believes that the man is an integral part of nature and
he wants to be one part of it. However the Master has been strictly trained in the
institute, and he continuously follows the traditional oil painting. It seems that
his powerful and unconstrained style and his educational experience are
contradictious. In fact, it reflects the real role of oil painting in China. That’s
why except the works from the military history and topical creation which have
been recognized by society, his artistic practice also has one huge and rich series-
-- the sketch works from the real life. By the oil painting itself, I'd rather see him

making a great effort on that.

Master Gao has left Beijing for several years, every time he returns Beijing
only for a hurry short stop. He chooses a seashore corner as the final place all
because the nature inside him. He once described his own art center as “I am I
because I have my own way. I am successful because I know how to blaze the

trail”.

Jinkai Cai
6.30.2006
Lotus pool, Beijing
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GOING BACK TO THE PRIMITIVE WORLD AND ACCUMULATING COURAGE TO BE MAJESTIC
By SHUI Tianzhong

Using his tremendous courage to paint the sea and thus to show the interaction of the human being and the Nature, GAO Quan’s art is unique and irreplaceable
in China’s contemporary art world. Being different from other’s paintings about the sea, GAQ’s alert spectators and inspire their enthusiasm to keep themselves
away from low spirits as well as the vulgarity.Actually, his paintings not only give a good view but also invite people to make a dream and to think about the links
between the human being and the Universe (or the Nature),as well as those between “the art” and “the law of the Universe”(which means spirit, faith,
vocation or even, if thinking bigger, the highest care,etc,). Though being human being with all his time-space limits, GAO has succeeded in using his apparently
simple brushes to display such great might of the Nature. Therefore,not only have his works embodied and appreciated human wills and intelligence but also they
present the painter’s praise for the natural power as well as his deep respect to the Universe.

Covering scventy percent of the surface of the Earth, the sea is the most ordinary,unitary but changeable thing to paint. Facing it, conventi

techniques,such as perspective, anatomy, proportion, skills to draw mountains and brush techniques etc.,become unhelpful and even ¢
this embarrassment is due to irregular changes of its form under its apparently unitary surface.Mencius, a famous antic Chiha"s phi
view of the water, you need to observe its waves.” Indeed, only facing its exciting movements can you feel the real power and character of this “free element”.
But, at these extremely short moments the sea shows the most changes of its form, in other word, its full nature of freedom, people can barely watch it with a calm
and good-natured mind.However, it is by this way that GAO Quan imagines and expresses oceans. In his works, the sky, the clouds and, of cause, the sea play a
main role whereas some human figures and sea birds struggling hard against waves have a supporting role.But thinks to the strength of life shown by these
apparently “secondary actors” the sea has been filled with stories and human feelings. Thus, his paintings end up enjoying a fadeless charm. Concerning GAO’s
art concepts, there are always more creations from his imaginations than objective reproductions. GAO Quan says: “The sea I paint is not that I've seen but
mine” . What does the word “mine”present? It does present a thrilling and eternally changeable sea just before storms arrival or after their leave.Sometimes, it’s
dull and mystic; sometimes,tender, joyful and vivid.In his essay about links between concepts of poems and images created by author’s mind, LIU Xie’(well-
known Chinese literary critic in the 5th century A.D.)said: “While climbing mountains your feelings will be deeply attached to their characters ; while facing the 4
sea ,your spirit shall be filled with its mind.” The “feeling” as well as the “spirit” expresscd by GAO’s paintings give evidence of his attaching to the
mystery and the profundity of the sea.Often in his paintings about oceans, a scenery with a sun-rise clarity or a calm moonlight does hide a kind of majcsty and

eternal movements fermented by the tranquility.It is a kind of silence or a halt between struggles, vibrations and excitements. By takmg ﬁAO’s paintings of the
sea as a whole or a series to admire, we could feel painter’s varied emotions and the development of his mind as well: these are _)\lSt hﬁﬁ ‘pmce of music which
starts with the overture followed by the development and climax to make its end by going back to the slow rhyme. The 1mmenstty and the profundlty of the sea
are always the most favorite topic of GAO’s art. Even some paintings in small size have ability to express the hidden strength of the mind through their simplified
images only painted in black ink .

At the very beginning of the 2lst century, it is often said that the latest fine arts works are shon of spirit. Actually, the word “spirit” mea;ds a kind of power
from thoughts, vocations, moods and life. The lack of spirit is nothing to do with artistic techniques or styles, but due to an artist’s living,his view of the life as
well as his attitude toward the art. Therefore, the spiritual wealth won’t come by order.To get it, an artist needs to enrich his life and live in a place apt to nurture
his own art character, for the spiritual strength only come from life experiences and reflections. SIKONG Tu(antic Chinese poem.critic in 9th century A.D.)
considered “majestic an%&:ofound styleas the hlgh?t standard of his (24levels of poems)), essay which advocates the idea: “Going back to the primitive
world and accumulatmg ourage to be mﬁ'j‘@stlc ﬁt SIKONG did emphasize the main role played by the state of an artist’s mind to make his or her art

is heart has strongly proved the key role

magnificent and enriched. GAO Quan’s declaration that the sea painted by him is nothing else but the one deep insid

of an artist’s spiritual riches in favor of his creative works.

Individuality ---- the soul of the fi
By Quan G

Individuality ----the soul of the fine arts

The intelligent child likes imitating. The more he imitates looks like, the more others would sa ‘
Jimitates others constantly, everybody would laugh at him to be silly, on silly in him could not unde
would say he does not have “the prospect”, and the people who are imitated by him would also blame h: f ts.

The developing China also unavoidably appears excessively imitates others in the developing prod : Wenzhou “move”
very quickly all kinds of famous brand goods from the West to the Chinese market. Certainly this fa:
of people who are not able to afford the foreign goods but still want to dress up stylishly. As a resu
of Chinese nationality.

The oil painting spreading to China from the West has passed through for a long century. The s
foundation and achievement in China. However it had already walked through the childhood
it should be the beginning of the new century in which the soul and appearance of Chinese i
seeker of oil pamtmg, I will shoulder this heavy and historical responsibility, and that kind @

To do the Chinese oil painting, you must study | ‘China's cultural tradition and the 1n§1de
millenniums. And also, you should have the spec1al complex of Chinese nation.

The great half of my lifetime experience tells me that I must be myself in the crowd and
I want to draw the different works from others. From the ancient time to the present, a

In my former artistic profession, I had drawn many revolutionary history related the
and excited with the stories, but they are too universality to bring into my ewn indivi
follow my feelings. That is why the sea has become the eulogy subject to:me since '
In my heart, the sea is the mother, the hero. It is turbulent, jubilant, excited, and br
Life is short, but the artistic creation is immortal. Express oneself fmf:@, the ind

e grows up, if he still only
vent and create. Adults

Satisfied a certain part
10t be the characteristics

gf China. As an art
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