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ABSTRACT

+ It has been more than 20 years since the theory of multiple
intelligences (MI) was created by Professor Gardner iri 1983.
The researches and reconsiderations on MI by both Gardner
himself and other fesearchers are analyzed in this paper. And
then the writer’s. own reconsiderations on MI and its. practice
from an overall viewpoint are carried out. After that, some
inspirations to our elementary education are.-summarized. The
purpose is to offer researchers, learners and practiticners some
objective and new perspecti-ves‘ of MI and to bring benefits to
our educational reform.

The. paper is made up of three chapters. In the first chap-
ter; after analyzing the retrospections by Professor Gardner
and the critics by othér western researchers, MI is reconsid-
ered thoroughly from both inside and outside. The former one
includes: MI as human latent energies, MI as a concept of
intelligence, MI as a cognitive theory; the latter one includes:
MI as grand narratives, MI as culture and symbol systems,

and MI as practice in real life. The conclusion is of two
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aspects. On the one hand, MI carries out an enlightening view
of intelligence including multi and integral view, circumstan-
tial and problem solving view, equal and multi-assessing view.
On the other hand, thére’re also shortcomings of ML, So we
should hold a dialectical view of MI,

The second chapter is divided into three parts. Firstly,
Professor Gardner’s retrospection on the MI’'s practice is
combeds secondly, several typical MI curriculims and pro-
grams in America is analyzed and. reconsidered; thirdly, the
overall reconsideration on the practice of MI is carried out:
The conclusion is fhat MI is full of vitality; ‘whiler there’re still
some misunderstanding and misuse in practice, and the feasi-
bili‘ty‘ of cross-cultural utilization is still a problem to
be researched.

The last chdpter-aims to raise some inspiring ideas ‘to the
elementary educational reform in our country on the base of
reconsiderations 'of MI, The pdper shows that MI enlightens
us at least in several aspects; innovative views of studentsy

teachers; pedagogy and multicultural education.

KEY WORDS the theory of multiple intélligerices (MI)s
elementary educational reform
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