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1. A. C. ;. Ante Christum = before Christ /> JGRI

2. A.D. ; Anno Domini, in the year of the Lord /227G

3. ASEAN; the Association of Southeast Asian Nations &
WEZREKH, FRRSA

4. B. C. . Before Christ 2>JGHI

5. CAEXPO. China-ASEAN Exposition FE—FEHH K<

6. CAFTA: China-ASEAN Free Trade Area P E—ZFKE B H
AHKX

7.°C: degrees centigrade G E

8. °E : degrees East ZR&-++-+- i3

9. °N: degrees North Jt.&----- B

10. FTA. Free Trade Area HH# 5 X

11. GDP: Gross Domestic Product B4 7= S8

12. GNP. Gross National Product E R4 7= 8 (H

13. km: kilometer T

14. kW » h; kilowatts an hour FFA}

15. m: meter K

16. RMB; Renminbi, Chinese currency AR

17. trillion: J7{Z

18. billion: 1047

19. million: B

20. VND: Vietnamese Dongs #55 &
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Preface

At present two trends dominate the world development, one
of which is the economic globalization and the other is the regional
integration, In order to catch up with the fast growing process of
the world, the Asian region has sped up its tempo of trade
liberalization and regional integration. On November 4, 2002, the
annual China-ASEAN “10+1” summit was held in Pnom Penh,
the capital of Cambodia. Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji, together
with the other 10 leaders of ASEAN, signed The Framework
Agreement on China-ASEAN Comprehensive Economic Coopera-
tion, both parties unanimously agreeing to establish China-
ASEAN Free Trade Area in 2010. The CAFTA, which consists
of developing countries, will be a FTA with a population of 1. 8 bil-
lion, the largest ever in the world, covering an area of 14 million
square km. Its GDP has approximately reached 2,000 billion US
dollars with its trade volume amounting to 1,200 billion US
dollars. Following the European Union and the North American
Free Trade Area, the CAFTA will become another important FTA
in the world,

The old saying goes that “A friend in need is a friend indeed”.
Though the Asian Financial Crisis broke out in 1997, it prompted
the fast, comprehensive and far-reaching development of the rela-
tions between China and ASEAN. In October of 2003 China and
ASEAN signed The Joint Declaration by Leaders of the People’s
Republic of China and ASEAN, both declaring to establish the
relationship of strategic partnership towards peace and prosperity.
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Since then, the trade volume between the two sides has grown dra-
matically. In 2004, its trade volume, ahead of schedule, reached
a record high of 105. 8 billion US dollars, realizing the goal set for
2005, of 100 billion.

To accelerate the good-will cooperation between the two sides
and to promote the process in the building of the CAFTA, Premier
Wen Jiabao of the Chinese State Council, at the 7th “10+1” sum-
mit held in Bali of Indonesia on October 8, 2003, proposed that
“China, in order to promote the business cooperation between the
two sides, suggests that the China-ASEAN Exposition be held an-
nually in Nanning, Guangxi”.

The CAEXPO is cosponsored by the Ministry of Commerce of
the People’s Republic of China and Ministries responsible for trade
and economy of ASEAN and is undertaken by Guangxi People’s
Government. In order to successfully hold the Exposition and to
promote the development of opening up to the outside world,
many people are bustling with getting information on ASEAN and
learning foreign languages. Their enthusiasm is stimulated one
wave after another in their every effort. With a view to help those
who want to get informed of ASEAN and at the same time to im-
prove their English, the Southeast Asian Research Institute of
Guangxi Social Sciences Academy and Faculty of Foreign Studies of
Guangxi University for Nationalities have jointly compiled this con-
cise volume of A Brief Bilingual Reader on China-ASEAN.
Its script-writer and translator of each part are respectively as
follows:

The People’s Republic of China is written by Liao Ziliang and
translated by Pan Kejian.

Negara Brunei Darussalam is written by Ma Jin’an and trans-

lated by Xu Chuangxin.
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The Kingdom of Cambodia is written by Li Bihua and trans-
lated by Tao Yinning.

The Republic of Indonesia is written by Lu Dongmei and
translated by Tang Guoging.

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic is written by Liu Jian-
wen and translated by Liu Yexin.

The Federation of Malaysia is written by Wei Zhaohui and
translated by Zhou Jie.

The Union of Myanmar is written by Yang Ran and translated
by Su Fang.

The Republic of the Philippines is written by Chen Hong-
sheng and translated by Tang Hong.

The Republic of Singapore is written by Luo Mei and trans-
lated by He Dong.

The Kingdom o f Thailand is written by Nong Lifu and trans-
lated by Li Ying.

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam is written by Gu Xiaosong
and translated by Su Peitian.

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations is written by
Chen Wen and translated by Weng Ping.

China-ASEAN Free Trade Area is written by Sun Xiaoying
and translated by Xu Ying, Xu Yuging and Yang Liling.

China-ASEAN Expo is written by Zhang Ning and translated
by Wan Fengqging.

A Survey of Guangzi and Its Capital, Nanning City is
translated by Ling Honghui.

And the overall English proofreader is Pan Kejian,

Due to our first attempt to compile a bilingual reader of such
kind and our lack of professional knowledge and English compe-
tence, we understand there should be errors or flaws in this book
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and we greatly appreciate your advice and criticism for the benefit

of improvement.

Gu Xiaosong
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