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Preface

The Paperback Oxford English Dictionary is part of the range of new generation
dictionaries based on the New Oxford Dictionary of English. It is a handy all-in-
one reference book that provides up-to-date and accessible information on the
core vocabulary of current English, together with over 4,700 factual entries on
important people, places, historical events, etc. Its priorities are clear explanations
of meaning, informative encyclopedic entries, and help with spelling, pronunciation,
and usage.

The dictionary text is directly informed by the evidence of how the language
is actually used today, based on the analysis of hundreds of millions of words
of real English carried out for NODE. This information is presented in a clear
and concise way; definitions focus on the central meanings of words and
are immediately accessible, avoiding the use of difficult and over-technical
vocabulary. Boxed usage notes within the text give clear guidance on points of
grammar and usage. An open layout, with each new section of an entry (phrases,
derivatives, usage notes, and etymologies) on a new line, ensures that finding
individual sections and entries is easy to do.

The encyclopedic entries cover a wide range of important people, places,
historical events, mythological characters, and other proper names, giving useful
facts, figures, and points of interest. They are highlighted within the text by
special design features, making them easy to find. In addition, there is a set of
appendices providing a wealth of information on subjects such as countries and
currencies, prime ministers, and weights and measures.

Pronunciations are given using a simple system, making them very easy to
understand. Greater clarity has also been introduced into etymologies, which
are written in a non-technical style to focus on root words, with language names
written out in full.

The editor would like to thank Clare Collinson for editorial work on

encyclopedic entries, Bill Trumble for scientific advice, and Susan Wilkin for
providing pronunciations.
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Guide to the use of the dictionary

FiRAERERE

1. Structure of entries & B4

The Paperback Oxford English Dictionary is designed to be as straightforward as

possible and the use of special dictionary symbols and conventions has been kept

to a minimum. Those that are used are explained below. {4~ 5L F 21

BT )

5 HR) R R AT e ELAR T 24 SR AT RE DGR T TR IR AT S AR B

B R 5 R AR BRI T
g???word bathe /besd/ ev. (bathes, bathing bathed) 1

wash by 1mmersmg one’s body in water (?A

AR

Verb inflections
iR R T B

- DERIVATIVES J&/E i7) bather n.

* [ntroduces new )
e oriGIN 1] Old English,

part of speech 7
¥ i

Label #7% (showing
regional distribution
R RIS 1)

Pronunciation apogee /aepgdg,; /on 4 the point in
PR the orbit of the moon or a satelli ich it is furthest

from the eanh )J_ﬁ.ﬂ*.’. R(A }iikﬁﬂgﬁﬁi Sk

Sense number . T e
N8t i

EHT 19105858 T T,
- oRIGIN 18§ from Greek apogaion diastema, ‘distance
away from earth’.

buck’ /bak/ #n. 4 the male of some animals, e.g. deer
................................... and rabbits HEEZNY) (AR, "ﬁ) 2 a vertical ... 3
i a fashionable ... - 34
=} make or become more cheerful (f#)
CU"enCV g"Tﬁﬁﬁ Iﬁzé& ({f)ﬂﬁﬁﬁ'
B) - ORIGIN 18]} Old English.

Subject label
SRR

creative acuvu‘y reached its apogee in ] 910 fmsgﬁme i

Example of use F
WHIUE (taken from
real evidence B H
HLHED

Typical pattern $2
B (in bold $ik)

Homonym number

(indicates different buck en. N. Amer. & Austral/NZ mformal [ElE3 1
word with the same 2%/ FFIERY a dollar (—)3C

spelling) ER R %~ ONON % unknown.

ielte 5

Label #r%&(showing
level of formality %
RERBE)
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Derivatives &4

i (in alphabetical
order #% 5 £ it
FrHEF)

centralize /sentrolaiz/ (also Ji{f centralise) e v. ...
bring under the control of a central authority ...

“ - DERIVATIVES JR4E77] centralism n. centralist n. & adj.

centralization (also /i{f centralisation) n.

Part of speech

oilea

Variant spelling
ENGE 7S

him /him/ e pron. (third per§on sing.) used as the
object of a verb or preposition to refer to a male

Grammatical information
EEAEE (inround

person or animal previously mentioned ... brackets %5 7)
- orRIGIN 18] Old English.
Cross reference die® en. 1 sing. of bice 2 (pl. dies) a device for El;@gg{:m
# (in bold small cutting or moulding ...
capitals Mlf&/NK - purases 4 iE it ast: an event has o
5) happened that canno B, FEER Zg;sigsga{g idioms
- orIGIN 1] Old French de. "
bacteria /bzxk'tiorio/ e pl. n. (sing. bacterium) a
group of microscopic organisms, each made up of a
single cell, many kinds of which can cause disease
)
- DERIVATIVES ¥k i3] bacterial adj.
Word origin - - ORIGIN 1#]{ Greek bakterion ‘little rod’.
ER 'USAGE A8 | bacteria
The word bacteria means ‘microscopic organisms,
| each made up of a single cell’ and is the plural
US?Q? note - | form of bacterium. This means that bacteria
iRSUA

Encyclopedic
entries ¥

%H

should always be used with a plural verb: The
bacteria were multiplying. i ilbacteria® 4 fi 4
WS, K NMaYUAR — Ak R,
Rebacterium I EHE K, W R, E N A 5EH
‘z‘gjt g] %}ﬁ: The bacteria were multiplying. 40

Encyclopedic entry
symbol H & & H
PRic
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2. Abbreviations used in the dictionary ZiASFEFERNGES

abbrev. [#45Rg)

adj.

adv.

Anat. [##}
Amer. Football [ 3& MM BK]
Archit. [Z]
Astron. [X}
Austral.  [%]
b.

Biochem. [4:1k1
Biol. [4471
Bot. [##]

.

Chem. [1k]

comb. form  [¥4l 1 53]
contr. [48#7]

d.

derog. [Wz]

det.

Electron. [HL 1)

Engl Law [2&A% 2% vA)
esp.

euphem.

exclam.

fem. FR4:

Geol. [H1R]

Gk Myth.  [##1]

hist. [ 3]

Ind. [EN]

Ir %R

m.

abbreviation ZEBEE
adjective JE 2 1A

adverb &l

Anatomy f#5]%
American Football 3 A5k
Architecture B2
Astronomy K%
Australian K F [
born 4

Biochemistry 4 #7114
Biology A #1%

Botany {412

circa %

Chemistry {1t
combining form #4174+
contraction ZF &R
died %

derogatory It7
determiner FR & 7]
Electronics L 7%
English Law 348 2 442
especially JLH
euphemistic Z
exclamation BN i#]
feminine [

Geology Hb iz

Greek Mythology & B&#1E
historical i §* A& X
Indian 1/

Irish £/K 2%

marry #§#c
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Math. [

Med. [EE]

Meteorol. [<]

Mil. [#]

n.

N. Amer. [dt3]

Naut. [l

N.Engl.  [3EME = ALE]
NZ [#7)

opp. X
offens. [E L1
part.

Philos. [#41
Phonet. LB
Physiol. (4]
pl.

predet.

prep.

pres.

pronunc.

Rom. Myth. [% ]
S.Afr. [FadE)
Sc. [Fh#g22)
sing.

Stat. [4¢it)
symb. [FF5)
tech. [ARIE]
usu. EHE

v.

var.

Zool. [#h]

Mathematics ${%
Medicine 2
Meteorology A2
Military 55

noun %417

North American Jt 3%
Nautical i
Northern English #4& 2= b3
New Zealand #1742
opposite of X i
offensive § 41
participle 437
Philosophy ¥
Phonetics &%
Physiology 4 2
plural & %
predeterminer &1 & FR 5 i
preposition 1117
present ILEEHT 7S
pronunciation & ¥
Roman Mythology % Hh# %
South African Fg3E
Scottish FjAg 2%
singular BA%{
Statistics Z T2
symbol 75
technical ¥ AR 15
usually 3§ #

verb Zfj{a]

variant ZE{&
Zoology Bh¥)#



wii

Note on trademarks and proprietary

status X FEF| BFR¥OAIHAA

This dictionary includes some words which have, or are asserted to have,
proprietary status as trademarks or otherwise. Their inclusion does not imply that
they have acquired for legal purposes a non-proprietary or general significance,
nor any other judgement concerning their legal status. In cases where the editorial
staff have some evidence that a word has proprietary status this is indicated in the
entry for that word by the label trademark, but no judgement concerning the legal
status of such words is made or implied thereby.

74 1) 8 B SCR A R o, A B8 9R) LA SR AR LR R R Y R A AR AL,
A e R A R, R SRR AERE N ERE LEABRAAE
MEXRECLERE T - B, AR AR AL B T AW, 7
o B AT UE TR W AR B % A % BRI GLE , 7 37 % 8 7 trademark (R
PRIX MAREE T UABR 7R , (B3 AR BRE DABG X I 2 38]7 ) VA i A2 47 Hh )
R,
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A’ /ey/ (also JFE a) en. (pl. As or A’s) 1 the first
letter of the alphabet ¥i&F R BINF i
2 referring to the first, best, or most important
item in a group #—i; H %, REEIH 3
Music [7%4<] the sixth note of the scale of C
major AFF (CRIFHIEH6E)

- PHRASES 4% from A to B from one’s starting
point to one’s finishing point M Fi 18] Z.H#, A
R4

A? o abbrev. [4i%] 1 ampere(s) 2 (A) angstrom(s)
3 answer

a' /o, el/  det. 1 used when mentioning someone
or something for the first time; the indefinite
article —/~, B4 AR (I FHRE— KR RIEA
WA, HAE ) 2 one single A, —: a
hundred —74 3 per & (4>)

- orIGIN 1] Old English.

a®eabbrev. [4iB%] 1 (in travel timetables i T
é4T H #2%%) arrives 2 (used before a date T
H 3971 before [oriGIN 5] Latin ante.]

a-' /o, et/ (often an- before a vowel TG Hil #1E
an-) e prefix not; without -5 JG--+: atheistic
L ]

- ORIGIN 1] i Greek.

a-2 e prefix 1 to; towards 8-, [i]---: aside F|5
i1 2 in the process of 7£ - # & H: a-hunting
z{gzﬁ 3 in a specified state &b RZS: aflutter
M

- ORIGIN 1]t Old English.

a-> e prefix 1 of 4 (H)F ) ). anew EH 2
utterly 44X : abash %R

- ORIGIN 1] Old French.

A1 /er'wan/ e adj. informal [JEIE R ] excellent
HRAFHY , 55—

AA /er'ey/ » abbrev. [4iH%] 1 Alcoholics Anonym-
ous I ¥ B 1} £ 2 Automobile Association
KEE

aardvark /‘a:dva:k/ e n. an African mammal
with a tubular snout and a long tongue, feeding
on ants and termites + K (IEME R0, HE
RWIAHEE , AR O )

- ORIGIN 1] South African Dutch, ‘earth pig’.

ab- /xb-/ (also 7R{E abs-) * prefix away; from fii
B, BJF: abdicate I F

- ORIGIN ¥ Latin.

aback /o'bxk/ * adv. (in phr. i T4iE take
aback) shock or surprise (someone) i 41,
iz

- orRIGIN #)Ji Old English.

abacus /'®bokos/ ¢ n. (pl. abacuses) a frame

with rows of wires along which beads are slid,
used for counting ##%

- orRIGIN 77 Greek abax ‘slab’.

abaft /oba:ft/ e adv. & prep. Naut. [#£] in or behind
the stern of a ship ZEff R (J5TH)

- ORIGIN §# from archaic baft ‘in the rear’.

abandon /o'bzndon/ e v. 1 leave permanently
#i1 5, W F 2 give up (an action or practice)
completely B F (1732 fi ) 3 (abandon
oneself to) give in to (a desire) completely
WHAE, 562 JBMT (8K ) @ n. complete lack of
self-consciousness or self-control JoJfJil& s
A

- DERIVATIVES Jk4: 7] abandonment n.

- orIGIN i J& Old French abandoner.

abandoned /obzndond/ ¢ adj. wild; uncontrolled
AERH s TCLIRE

abase /o'beis/ ¢ v. (abases, abasing, abased)
(abase oneself) behave in a way that causes
others to think less of one ZZ Bt &, 8451 i

- DERIVATIVES JK4: 77 abasement n.

- orIGIN 7] Old French abaissier ‘to lower’.

abashed /o'b&[t/ e adj. embarrassed or
ashamed FFiH1); Z T

- oriGIN 17 Old French esbair ‘utterly astound’.

abate /obeit/ ¢ v. (abates, abating, abated)
(of something bad) become less severe or
widespread (ANEFHHY) ) W55, Wi, Wik

- DERIVATIVES JK%E i7] abatement n.

- orIGIN Fd]{fi Old French abatre ‘to fell’.

abagtoir [&botwa:(r)/ ® n. a slaughterhouse J&
£

- orRIGIN 7] French

abbess /'xbes/ ® n. a woman who is the head
of an abbey of nuns L4578 bt (S k& Br ) B <

abbey /zbi/ * n. (pl. abbeys) a building occupied
by a community of monks or nuns 43 B ; K& Bz

- orIGIN 7 {fi Old French abbeie.

abbot /zbot/ ® n. a man who is the head of an
abbey of monks &3 BBt

- OrRIGIN 7] Greek abbas ‘father’.

abbreviate /o'brivieit/ e v. (abbreviates,

M



abbreviation

abbreviating, abbreviated) shorten (a word,
phrase, or text) 4i’5 (¥ A CE)

- ORIGIN 17 Latin abbreviare.

abbreviation /abriwvieifn/ ©n. a shortened
form of a word or phrase M, 45 id,
Bﬁlu

USAGE Aitiji#i | abbreviation

What is the difference between an abbreviation,
an acronym, a contraction, and an initialism?
An abbreviation is a shortened form of a word
or phrase (for example, miss is an abbreviation
of mistress). An acronym is a word formed
from the first letters of other words (for
example, laser is an acronym formed from the
initial letters of the words light amplification by
stimulated emission of radiation). A contraction
is a shortened form of a word or words, often
joined by an apostrophe (for example /'l is a
contraction of either / shall or | will). Finally, an
initialism is an abbreviation consisting of initial
letters pronounced separately (for example,
BBC is an initialism for the British Broadcasting
Corporation). abbreviation, acronym, con-
Lract:on*ﬂmmahstIEl]E’JZ%IIEH“/A‘? abbre-
viation 2§ B {7 5 %6 15 i) 47 8% JE 3K (MNmiss
Jmistressf¥) 48 B 1 X ) acronymjz & JL 41
L] TR A R B3R ( ﬁﬂlaser%light
amplification by stimulated emission of radiation
JUAS BT ) o F B4 AR]) . contraction 23§ —
A%w)ﬁﬁ"%ﬂ%*ﬁ’*%ﬂﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁﬁ
(ANPIHZT shallsKT willfg 4 473 ) . initialism
JEAR A RIS K o R U 4 7 (A
BBC#ZBritish Broadcasting Corporation & 5 i}
4 ] o

ABC /eibi:'siz/ ¢ n. 1 the alphabet FHF% 2
a guide to something arranged in alphabetical
order (¥ F )05 HEF ) %K 51, 67 3 the
basic facts of a subject EAtHAHIE, Al

abdicate /xbdikei/ e v. (abdicates, abdi-
cating, abdicated) 1 give up the role of king
or queen iR, #i 2 fail to carry out (a duty)
(1)

- DERIVATIVES Jk/E 1] abdication n.

- ORIGIN i)Y Latin abdicare ‘renounce’.

abdomen /'&bdomon/ e n. 1 the part of the
body containing the digestive and reproductive
organs; the belly () 2 the rear part of the
body of an insect, spider, or crustacean (E.HL.
Wik s R A 493 B ) IS

- DERIVATIVES Jk4: 17 abdominal adj.

- ORIGIN 1d]J§ Latin.

abduct /ab'dakt, &b-/ e v. take (someone) away
by force or trickery 4842 ; £¥§; 5

- DERIVATIVES JR% ji] abductee n. abduction n.
abductorn.

- ORIGIN i) Laun abducere.

Abdullah ibn Hussein LE|
/&b.dulo 1bn hu'sein/ (1882-1951), king
of Jordan 1946-1951. Emir of Transjordan
from 1921, he became kmg of Jordan(;m its

R o o o0 o e
of Malaya 1957
of Malaysia 1963-1970. 7k # « B AL#) « hi
% & (1903-1990) , E%ﬁmﬁ*ﬁ*ﬁﬂﬁ
(1957-1963), Eﬁ@%ﬁ’ﬁ~&ﬁ&(i%§»
1970).

G

Abel
['etbl/ (in the %@mm%gd&
;ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁé‘%lﬁﬁéﬂ&¥ &Eﬂﬁﬂ

Abelard .|
['@bala:d/, Peter ( 1079-1 1142), French schol&r,
theologian, and philosopher, famous for his

Lragxc fove affair with In% ‘Héloise (see I,
s - mamﬁ 1079-1142), %2 H

$E #‘—%ﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁi‘ ﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ

EWERITS AR,

Aberdeen’ ' G

/iaebo'dizn/ a city and seaport in NE Scotlcnd;
a centre of the offshore North Sea oil m%
BT, ks 25 AR AL AR A i , oL
AT L,

“Georgs

1860), British Conseﬁrjygg:ﬁ;g
M;msﬁer 1852-1855.

¥ ¢ W /R - KB (1784-1860) , 2 a;
HBUAKMEAA(1852-1855),

Aberdeen Angus °n. a Scottish breed of
black beef cattle Fi{H T 223074 (9548 == 1B
RN D)

aberrant /&' berem/ e adj. not normal or
acceptable LI, FHH ; JBL B H ALK

aberration /&bo'reifn/ e n. an action, event,
or way of behaving that is not normal or accept-
able HATH  RHIR PAEHM

- ORIGIN 1A% Latin.
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Abertawe o
/izeba'tavi/ Welsh name for Swansea.
SHERRBRLEER.
abet /o'bet/ ¢ v. (abets, abetting, abetted)
(usu. in phr. @ % f T4i% aid and abet)
encourage or help (someone) to do something
wrong ¥R , M s B3, AR

- oriGIN i Old French abeter.

abeyance /o'berons/ ® n. (in phr. i T4i# in/
into abeyance) temporarily not occurring or
in use #F A L BT E

- orIGIN §i] i Old French abeer *aspire after’.

abhor /ob'hoi(r)/ e v. (abhors, abhorring,
abhorred) detest; hate [Ki%, 1%

- ORIGIN 1§ Latin abhorrere.

abhorrent /ob'horont/ e adj. disgusting or
hateful 4 AR, AT, 39 R

- DERIVATIVES J/E 7] abhorrence n.

abide /o'baid/ * v. (abides, abiding, abided)
1 (abide by) accept or obey (a rule or
decision) RE5Y, MG LE P E) 2 informal [HE
£ 1 put up with 25,7 Z.: He could not
abide conflict. LA L4t . 3 (of a feeling
or memory) last for a long time (R{ERICIZ)
FARE, KA

- OrIGIN jd]Ji Old English, ‘wait’.

abiding /o'baidin/ © adj. lasting; enduring f/A
AR s KA

ability /o'biloti/ © n. (pl. abilities) 1 the power
or capacity to do something 77; 4"+ 2 skill
or talent £ ; K4+, Kt

- ORIGIN Ji]Jfi Latin habilitas.

abject /xbdzekt/ © adj. 1 extremely unpleasant
and wretched # 7% 7] % ) 3K 18 1. abject
poverty 7% 2 completely without pride or
dignity FL95JH 1500 s B HEM: an abject
apology 1K/ T U E #K

- DERIVATIVES {4 1i] abjectly adv.

- ORIGIN TA]Jl# Latin abjectus ‘rejected’.

abjure /ob'dzus(r)/ e v. (abjures, abjuring,
abjured) formal [1E3(] swear to give up (a belief
or claim) & & F (FIPkEK)

- ORIGIN Ji]ifi Latin abjurare.

a;lg’lze /o'bleiz/ ® adj. burning fiercely fi& fig #%

)

able /'eibl/ « adj. (abler, ablest) 1 having the
power, skill, or means to do something FEf#% -
1) 2 skilful and capable A fE /1, H A THY

- DERIVATIVES /- 1#] ably adv.

- ORIGIN §i]J}i Latin habilis ‘handy’.

-able /-obl/ e suffix forming adjectives meaning
iy B T %5 33, B A: 1 able to be fE 85 - /.
calculable W] it % [ 2 subject to; relevant to
A s 5 K taxable BLABLH) 3
l:gvying the quality to HA M) : suitable &
i)

- DERIVATIVES k4 4] -ability suffix -ably suffix.

able-bodied /cibl'bodid/ ¢ adj. physically fit;
not disabled &R ; ALY A2

ablutions /o'blu:[nz/ e pl. n. formal or humorous
[ R 5 442K the act of washing oneself ki,

- ORIGIN 17 Latin.

“ abnegate /'zbnigeit/ ev. (abnegates,
abnegating, abnegated) formal [1EX] give
up or reject (something desired or valuable) i
#3044 (RERRA M ERRT)

- DERIVATIVES JR4: 17 abnegation n.

- ORIGIN 17 Latin.

abnormal /zb'no:ml/ e adj. not normal L #
i), FHH

- DERIVATIVES YR/ 7] abnormally adv.

- ORIGIN T{i Greek anomalos ‘uneven’.

abnormality /@bno'malati/ © n. (pl. abnor-
malities) 1 a feature or event which is not
normal [ #4HE s 54 344 2 the state of being
abnormal &% , 5

Abo /'zbou/ ® n. (pl. Abos) Austral. informal, offens.

[, dEiER, L) an Aboriginal #AF| .+

EFRER

aboard /2'bo:d/ * adv. & prep. on or into (a ship,
train, or other vehicle) #£( fff. k % %) b, I
(f . KE%)

abode /a'boud/ ® n. formal or literary [1F 3 53]
a house or home £ ; &

- ORIGIN 7] from ABIDE.

abolish /o'bolif/ ® v. put an end to (a system, law,
or custom) B, B 1L (i BE  FEAR B 47

- orIGIN P Latin abolere ‘destroy’.

abolition /&ba'lif1/ e n. the ending of a system,
law, or custom (il B . A B ) {610 ) BB, R 1E

abolitionist /xbolifonisy e n. a person who
supports the abolition of something JJ B 3= (&

A-bomb /'e1bom/ ¢ n. = ATom BOMB

abominable /2'bpminabl/ e adj. 1 very
unpleasant and causing disgust #] 3%, it KH
2 informal [4EIER] very bad HIRH , MEE )

- DERIVATIVES YK/ i7] abominably adv.

- ORIGIN #]{li Latin abominabilis.

Abominable Snowman ¢ n. a yeti A

abominate /o'bomineit/ e v. (abominates,
abominating, abominated) fomal [1F3{] hate

abomination /obomi'neifn/ e n. 1 a thing
that causes disgust or hatred 4 A\ FEH 7R 2
a feeling of hatred K%, 1%

aboriginal /&ba'ridzonl/ © adj. 1 existing in a
land from the earliest times or from before the
arrival of colonists B P A ) T4, TEH) 2
(Aboriginal) having to do with the Australian
Aboriginals ®AF W +EERM en. 1 an
inhabitant of a land from the earliest times 1
ZJEE 2 (Aboriginal) a member of one of
the original peoples of Australia A+ 3
ER

aborigine /&ba'ridzeni/ (also 71 Aborigine)
e n. an original inhabitant of a land, especially
an Australian Aboriginal +# /&R, (Jif8)#K
A 3 R

- orIGIN 1d]Ji from Latin ab origine ‘from the
beginning’.

abort /o'boit/ e v. 1 carry out the abortion of

il



abortion

(a fetus)™ (}4) , {37 2 bring to an early end
because of a problem or fault ({f) i % ¥,
(fg7) K, () 1k

- orIGIN i) Latin aboriri ‘miscarry’.

abortion /a'bo:fn/ © n. 1 the deliberate bringing
to an end of a human pregnancy ¥, ¥T/& 2 the
natural ending of a pregnancy before the fetus is
able to survive on its own 7=, /"

abortionist /a'bo:fonist/ ® n. derog. [1Z] a person
who carries out abortions 4 A i #E

abortive /o'bo:tiv/ * adj. failing to achieve the
intended result; unsuccessful Jo 45 & i, X
1, S I

abound /o'baund/ ® v. 1 exist in large numbers
or amounts A 777E 2 (abound in/with) have
in large numbers or amounts 753, 72 s £ 7

- ORIGIN 1i]{fi Latin abundare ‘overflow’.

about /abaut/ e prep. & adv. 1 on the subject of;
concerning X}, X F 2 used to indicate move-
ment within an area or position in a place 7E(-*)
ML . She looked about the room. WhAE 8] B P4
% 7% . 3approximately AHE, k%

- PHRASES %1% be about to be on the point of
HIESIR R

- orRIGIN 1) Old English.

about-turn /obaut'ta:n/ (also 7R4E esp. N. Amer.
[ /4t 3] about-face) * n. Brit. [#] 1 Mil. [£]
a turn made so as to face the opposite direction
] J5i %% 2 informal [4EIE] a complete change
o&f opinion or policy (W &% 5k B /Y ) # i

!5

above /o'bav/  prep. & adv. 1 at a higher level
than 7 () kil s #£(-+) 77 2 rather or more
than T, 56T %7 : He valued safety aboye
comfort. INAHLEWLRFEFEERE, 3 (in
printed text) mentioned earlier (3(#+H )7E
3C, LR

- PHRASES 417 above board lawful and honest
J:HJIF K above oneself arrogant and self-
important F # H K, % “(# not be above
be capable of doing (something unworthy) fJi#
R (5 B Gy AFFRIHE)

- orIGIN T Old English.

abracadabra /.@broko'debro/ e exclam. a
word said by magicians when performing a
trick (BEA MR A B T3 ) S8

- ORIGIN 1] Latin.

abrade /o'breid/ e v. (abrades, abrading,
abraded) scrape or wear away 1% ; B4 , B h

- ORIGIN 1i){Ji Latin abradere.

abrasion /a'brerzn/ ¢ n. 1 the action or process
of scraping or wearing away #E45; B 15, B it
2 an area of scraped skin (5 k) #44k
abrasive /o'breisiv/ © adj. 1 able to polish or
clean a hard surface by rubbing or grinding A&
WFBEVEF Y A BED/EFI 19 2 harsh or rough in

manner 4 B &)

abreast /o'brest/ © adv. 1 side by side and
facing the same way J& 3 JE 3, ¥ [ 77 [ 351
#, 2 (abreast of) up to date with 1 fi#-
FEO B R R

abridge /o'bridz/ e v. (abridges, abridging,
abridged) shorten (a text or film) il 7 (3CFE sk
)

- orIGIN 18] Old French abregier.

abridgement /obridzment/ (also 7+F abridg-
ment) ¢ n. a shortened version of a larger work
UREES

abroad /o'bro:d/ e adv. 1 in or to a foreign
country or countries 7E & 4 ¥ E 5k 2 over a
wide area P44k, B 4b: Millions of seeds are
scattered abroad. Jo¥ M FhF UK. 3 at
large "2 fif&: There is a new spirit abroad.
H—FER M) 2.

abrogate /'®brogeit/ ¢ v. (abrogates,
abrogating, abrogated) formal [1E3X] cancel
or do away with (a law or agreement) &, &
1R (R ENE)

- ORIGIN 1d] i Latin abrogare ‘repeal’.

abrupt /o'brapt/ ¢ adj. 1 sudden and unexpected
ZESRHY s BEAME 2 brief to the point of rudeness
2, B FEH 3 steep REUNHY, B

- DERIVATIVES Y&/ 77] abruptly adv. abruptness n.

- ORIGIN 18] Latin abruptus ‘broken off, steep’.

R RS R B Tl

abscess /'zbses/
pus JHefip

- ORIGIN 1d] i Latin abscessus.

abscond /ob'skond/ e v. leave quickly and
secretly to escape from custody or avoid arrest
ik

- ORIGIN 1d] i Latin abscondere ‘hide’.

abseil /'zbseil/ e v. climb down a rock-face
using a rope wrapped round the body and fixed
at a higher point (7E¥ LZ3) %) %4 T H

- ORIGIN 7] German abseilen.

absence /'zbsons/ e n. 1 the state of being
away from a place or person &, A 7E: The
letter had arrived in his absence. fti AN £ [
{1%% 7T . 2 (absence of) the non-existence
or lack of RFFAE: =

absent ¢ adj. /'zbsont/ 1 not present %),
FAEHH 2 not paying attention .0 ARTEF ), A
%[> e v. /&b'sent/ (absent oneself) stay or
go away B ; BT

- DERIVATIVES Y&/ i7] absently adv.

- ORIGIN 1i] i Latin abesse ‘to be away’.

absentee /:zbson'tiz/ e n. a person who is
absent §RI¥%#H , NEH

absenteeism /xbson'tiiizom/ e n. frequent
absence from work or school without good
reason (¥ FLHU) Y L, B

absent-minded /xbsont'mamdid/ ¢ adj. inat-
tentive or forgetful .0 ARZERH; R

¢ n. a swelling containing



abuse

- DERIVATIVES Jk%: 17 absent-mindedly adv.

absinthe /'&bsin6/ en. a green aniseed-
flavoured liqueur 7 3L

- orRIGIN {7]{fi French.

absolute /zbsolu:t/ ® adj. 1 complete; total 554
fJ; + £ 2 having unlimited power #§8 T
FRAL 1Y, % HI B4 . an absolute ruler T
## 3 not related or compared to anything
else 4%t : absolute moral principles #5%f
TE N

- ORIGIN T Latin absolutus ‘freed’.

absolutely /'®bsolu:tli/ e adv. 1 completely;
entirely 524 #b; + /£ 2 used for emphasis or
to express agreement 1F & ; — & B4, e 4%t

absolute majority ° n. a majority over all
rivals considered as a group; more than half 4
Xof 4 A

absolute pitch ¢ n. Music [#5:] 1 the ability
to recognize the pitch of a note or produce any
given note ¥ %] /1 2 a fixed standard of
pitch defined by the frequency of the sound
vibration 485} ¥ % (KR )

absolute temperature ¢ n. a temperature
measured from absolute zero in kelvins ( PAFF
PR A 4 0 3 8 R M Y ) 4 0 I E

absolute zero °n. the lowest temperature
theoretically possible (zero kelvins, -273.15°C)
3R, I RIRARE A (B-273.15°C)

absolution /@bsa'lu:[n/ @ n. formal [IEX] for-
giveness of a person’s sins %, AL

- ORIGIN #]{fit Latin.

absolutism /'xbsolu:tizom/ e n. the principle
that those in government should have unlimited
power il 3 X %l BUAR

- DERIVATIVES Y4 17| absolutist n. & adj.

absolve /ab'zplv/ « v. (absolves, absolving,
absolved) declare (someone) free from guilt,
blame, or sin H 4 (A ) L5, B (FEAN)H
BE s MU () i 5

- ORIGIN 1i]{fii Latin absolvere ‘set free, acquit’.

absorb /ab'so:b, -'zo:b/ @ v. 1 soak up (liquid or
another substance) W iz (W 1& s HAh % i) 2
take in (information) Hfi#, 542 ({58 ) 3 take
over (something less powerful) 7 3, @46 (%
9% 2%)) 4 use up (time or resources) ¥£% , {H
#E (RIS BTN ) 5 reduce the effect or strength
of (sound or an impact) WY (75 ) s BE (i
i) IVER : Buffers absorbed most of the shock.
WAERHE LT T A ARSI AR T . 6 hold the
attention of W5 - FHERK , i &M B

- DERIVATIVES Jk4: ji] absorbable adj. absorber n.

- ORIGIN 1i]Jlii Latin absorbere ‘suck in’.

absorbent /ob'so:bont, -'zo:-/ e adj. able to
soak up liquid easily 5 WU (&) By

- DERIVATIVES J/E i7] absorbency n.

absorption /ab'so:p[n, -'zoi-/ ® n. the process
of absorbing or the action of being absorbed
W B [k BB

abstain /ob'stein/ ¢ v. 1 (abstain from) stop
oneself from (doing something enjoyable) 7
il , W45 (5K ) 2 formally choose not to vote

- DERIVATIVES Jk%E 7] abstainer n.

- ORIGIN 17 Latin abstinere ‘hold from’.

abstemious /ob'stiimios/ © adj. taking care to
limit one’s intake of food or alcohol (ZEKE .
PR ) A T

- ORIGIN 1A Ji Latin abstemius.

abstention /ob'stenfn/ e n. 1 a deliberate
decision not to vote 1Y 2 abstinence (X &4,
THEH) F4

abstinence /'zbstmons/ ¢ n. the avoidance of
something enjoyable, such as food or alcohol
(Gop:e/RUETDE S

- DERIVATIVES Y&/ 7] abstinent adj.

- ORIGIN 1§ Latin abstinentia.

abstract ¢ adj. /'zbstrekt/ 1 having to do with
ideas or qualities rather than physical things
W% fY, 4 B8 /9 2 (of art) using colour and
shapes to create an effect rather than attempting
to represent real life accurately (ZR )R o v.
/ab'streekt/ take out or remove HEHL, fliEL o n.
/'zbstreekt/ a summary of a book or article (5
HOCER) W, RE

- DERIVATIVES J/4: {7] abstractly adv.

- ORIGIN /Y& Latin abstrahere ‘draw away’.

abstracted /xzb'strektid/ e adj. not paying
attention to what is happening; preoccupied /[
AR

abstraction /zb'strzkfn/  n. 1 the quality of
being abstract fi% 2 something which exists only
as an idea 4% & 3 a preoccupied state > RE
i, ¥ 4 the action of removing something #
B, il

abstruse /ob'stru:s/ ¢ adj. difficult to understand
TR, MR

- ORIGIN 1A Latin abstrusus ‘concealed’.

absurd /ob's3:d/ e adj. completely illogical or
ridiculous FEiZ R, FEE R AT ZH)

- DERIVATIVES Y/ 7] absurdity n. absurdly adv.

- ORIGIN 1] Latin absurdus ‘out of tune’

abundance /o'bandons/ e n. 1 a very large
quantity K&, £k % 2 the state of having a very
large quantity 75/, £ & : Vines grew in abun-
dance. FEEKRA K,

- ORIGIN T Latin abundantia.

abundant /o'bandont/ * adj. 1 existing in large
quantities; plentiful KX &), &1, TR 2
(abundant in) having plenty of & T ---f, &
=

- DERIVATIVES Y&/ i7i] abundantly adv.

abuse * v. /obju:z/ (abuses, abusing, abused)

M



