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raceful Crane
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The bird’s view of Zha Long
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Preface to The Gracetful Cranes

It is in the photographic magazine that I came to know the name of Pan Songyi. The crane pictures that he took for “Photography World” and
several other national photography periodicals were lively, pretty and vivid, which exert strong visual impulse and esthetics power on me. After-
wards by an accidental opportunity, I made the acquaintance of Pan Songyi, a photographer with great ambition and strong desire for knowledge. He
brought many crane works to ask for my instruction, and to write a preface for “The Graceful Cranes” album for him, I complied with his request joy-
fully. Not only I enjoyed these photographic works, but also I was touched by the love and care shown by Pan Songyi for the animals and the nature.

Zha Long is a very famous marsh in China and engoys great prestige in the world. I have been there. The marsh is wide, the lake spreads all
over, and the reed grass grows thickly in Zha Long. It is the red-crowned crane's homeland, and the nursing place of many famous photographers, at-
tracting and cultivating many excellent photographers. Obviously, Pan Songyi is very diligent, intent, infatuated, and fruitful in photographing cranes.
He had been to Zha Long for 36 times in one year. He once said that he would go to Zha Long mostly whenever time permitted, not to mention such
ovacations as May Day and National Day. His fascination with cranes touched me deeply. If one is eager to succeed in somgthing, you must be deter-
mined to do it. And it is the main reason that Pan Songyi can create many great works in photographing cranes.

The photographic works of Pan Songyi coagulated the red-crowned crane's beauty. In spring, summer autumn, winter, and morning, day, mid-
night, the crane flaunts its unique beauty because of the change of season and time. From his works, we can see Pan Songyi is an observant and
modest person who often consults with experts about crane’s daily routine. He further demonstrates crane’s elegance and beauty by capturing crane’
s various poses in different time of day and year. Each people who has seen his works can sense the crane’s lovable and beautiful charm. The famous
French sculptor Rodan said that “Life lacks of discovery instead of beauty”. Pan Songyi uses his own eyes to observe ordinary things that others sel-
dom notice, such as cranes. Pan Songyi tries his best to excavate and interpret beauty from an aesthetic point of view, and elaborates the essence of
the beauty through concrete images. He has his own comprehension and creative awareness about what beauty is.

The photographic works of Pan Songyi introduced crane's emotion world and ecology habit. The emotion is a different form of life. As long as
it is a life form, it has emotions. Pan Songyi personifies the cranes, treating them as friends, observing and loving them. His works record the lively
pictures of the cranes feeding little birds, singing and dancing, soaring happily, and it shows the crane's survival environment and rich emotions.
His photo album is a vivid, popular ecological diagram of the crane, with brief introduction, which helps the readers to understand some ecological
knowledge of cranes while appreciating the beautiful pictures. This is one of the features of this album.

Pan Songyi’s works express his profound understanding to the importance of establishing a harmonious society. No matter they are in motion
or stand still, the cranes in Pan Songyi’s works are always charming and graceful. Pan Songyi clearly and thoroughly expresses his feelings, his in-
terpretation of beauty and the significance of life, his desire and pursuit to establish a harmonious society by taking pictures for crane. I have seeing
Pan Songyi’s works. I believe people are more touched by the inner meanings reflected in the photos than by the visual sensations brought by them.
Moreover, his works call for more care for cranes and further protection of the grassland in Zha Long. After all, loving animal and nature means lov-
ing ourselves.

The red-crowned cranes are beautiful, Zha Long is beautiful, and a harmonious society is even more beautiful.

Above is my congratulations on the publication of the album “The Graceful Cranes”.

s Howmin

September 19, 2006

(Lt Houmin is a famous photographer in China, adviser of China Photographer Association, former vice-chairman of China Culture Union, the
vice-chairman of China Photographer Association. )
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Mr. Liit Houmin guided and evaluated the author’s photographic works.
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Mr. Lii Houmin took a group plcture with the author.
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The red-crowned crane is also called “divine crane”. It has long beak, neck, wings, body. The bald red skin on the forehead makes it more color-
ful and beautiful.

The red-crowned crane ranks the first class national endangered species. There are only 2000 cranes or so in the world among which more than
600 are in Qiqihar Zha Long Natural Reservation of Heilongjiang Province China, the homeland of the red-crowned crane.

The red-crowned crane has passionate feelings, strict rules in choosing spouse. Thus, this species could keep undegenerating for a long time,
and reveal its graceful bearing. Its reproductive period is from March to June every year. At the end of February and the beginning of March, they fly
in flocks back from the south to the north in Zhalong and begin a new year’s reproduction. A bachelor grown-up crane has three conditions to seek a
spouse. First, it can’t be a “relative” or someone in his circle as if they know no good will come from marrying a relative. Second, the male crane is
generally two or three years older than the female crane. Third, the two both have “feeling” for each other. While seeking a spouse, the male crane
nests in the damp land with reed, chirping and singing with spirit to express its possession of the place, and its power and strength. When a female
crane is attracted to the male one and falls in love with each other, they will express their joy and admiration by dancing gracefully or craning their
necks to sing loudly. And during this period, they start to mate.

At the end of March or the beginning of April, the red-crowned crane starts to spawn, usually one or two eggs a time, rarely three eggs. If the
eggs are losted or eaten by the enemies during the incubation period, they will choose a different place to nest again and spawn eggs. They can spawn
4-5 times at most in the reproduction period. The working staff of Zha Long Natural Reservation collect eggs in the damp land with reed and help to

hatch artificially every year. Now it has succeeded to hatch more than 240 cranes.
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Dancing in sunset
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Cranes in sunset
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Passionate love songs
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Favourite son of the sun
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Cranes on ice and snow
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