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California is unique. It has been shaped, in part, by
its geography. California has four main regions. The tem-
perate (5{&) I M #Y Jcoastal region, the Central Valley,
once an inland sea( ]J¥§), the desert, and the mountain
region. The imposing Sierra Nevadas caused California to
develop in relative isolation from the rest of the qnation.
After Americans began to settle in California in large
numbers during the nineteenth century, it would usually
be weeks before news would arrive from the East.

Four flags have flown in earnest over California.

Russia, Spain, Mexico, and the United States.
— 4 —



The first settlers to arrive in California after the N-
ative Americans were Spanish, and later Mexican. Span-
iard Hernando de Soto, in 1541, was among the early Eu-
ropean explorers to visit the territory, but it was a
Frenchman, Henri de Tont. Russia had some small set-
tlements for the purpose of whaling and fur trapping in
Northern California, but Russia didn’t attempt, to colonize
(3R%E , B ) the area except in very isolated areas. Span-
ish priests were sent to California to covert the Indians to
Christianity. Spain hoped to make the California native
population into good Spaniards (P4 BE F A ), loyal to
Spain. Spain was becoming alarmed that the Russians and
English were encroaching[(Z#HEBEF)F &, E& Jon
lands claimed by Spain.

The fight for California began almost 500 years ago

with Queen Elizabeth 1. She sent Sir Francis Drake to
— 5 —
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harass and raid the Spanish galleons(FK ). England
was beginning to realize the value of California. England
did not want Spain claiming more land in the new world,
upsetting the balance of power between the super powers
of the time. Tensions[ B3k CIR#)] were already high be-
tween Spain and England. Henry VIII, Elizabeth’s fa-
ther, had divorced his first wife, Catherine of Aragon, a
Spanish princess. In order to accomplish(i5%], SC3) the
divorce, England severed ties with Catholicism and Henry
had instituted protestantism as the State religion. Henry
and Jane Seymore’s son had assumed the throne after
Henry’s death and continued Henry’s policies. But when
Edward the 1V died at the age of 16, Mary I came to the
throne. She was the daughter of Henry and his first wife,
Catherine. Her ties to both Spain and Catholicism were

strong. Elizabeth was suspected of plotting to overthrow

6 —



(¥7 f8)) Mary and was imprisoned in the Tower. After
“bloody Mary”died and Elizabeth I became monarch, the
power struggle between catholics and protestants did not
end. Eventually, Elizabeth had Mary, Queen of Scots,
executed(4bFE) for treason (¥ ¥, H1{E, HES). Mary
was her greatest threat to the throne since Mary claimed it
as her right by way of England’s ties with the French
throne. Even though Mary had abdicated (5 ) her
rights, she still remained a threat to Elizabeth since Spain
and France could use Mary as a cause to move against
England. With the death of Mary Queen of Scots, Eng-
land had secured protestantism and Elizabeth’s reign, but
was short on allies. In order to build new European al-
lies, England had to remain a power to be reckoned(f§1},
&% #1) with. Spanish settlement along the west coast of

North America could bolster ( % #F) Spanish power. This
— 7 -




was the last thing England wanted.

California had come from obscurity ( & # 1 %) to
statehood because of the Gold Rush which started in ear-
nest in 1849. Even though California was now part of the
United States, coming to California was no small feat (CH:
%), If settlers on wagon trains made it over the Rockies
GEHLLL BK ) safely, they were often stopped by the hostile
(ﬁﬁ'lﬁﬁ)Sierra Nevadas. Winter comes early and savage-
ly and many settlers lost their lives like the Donner party.

The most common method of travel for those that
could afford the passage was by ship. Settlers would leave
the East Coast and have to travel South all the way a-
round the tip of South America. Since it is so close to the
South Pole at that point, ships would have to skirt(¥F%¥)
ice bergs (7K LY. The only short cut was through the

Straits of Magellan[ 3 ¥ & ¥ ik (7 R 32 I K i i % 71 K
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