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Unit 1 Language

Language is the key to a nation’s heart.
— Hayyim N. Bialik

Text One
The Gift of Language

Just imagine there is a rabbit running into its hole. You
will say, “What has this to do with language?”

Can you see the rabbit’s tail? When a rabbit sees
something dangerous, it runs away. Its tail, which is white,
moves up and down as it runs. The other rabbits see this white
tail moving up and down, and they run too. They know that
there is danger. The rabbit has told them something without
making a sound. It has given them a signai.

Many other animals use this kind of language. When a
cobra is angry, it raises its hood and makes itself look fierce.
This warns other animals. When a bee has found some food, it
goes back to its home. It cannot tell the other bees where the
food is by speakving to them, but it does a little dance. The
dance tells the other bees where the food is.

Some animals say things by making sounds. A dog barks,
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for instance, when a stranger comes near. A cat purrs when
pleased. Some birds make several different sounds, each with
its own meaning. Sometimes we human beings speak in the
same way. We make sounds like “Oh!” or “Ah!” when we are
frightened or pleased or when we drop something on our toes!
But we have something- that no animal has — a large
number of words which have the meanings of things, actions,
feelings or ideas. We are able to give each other information, to
tell other people what is in our mind or how we feel. By
writing words down we can remember for a long time things -
that have happened, or send messages to people far away.
Moreover, a person can increase his vocabulary at will as he
learns or invents new words, whereas an animal’s vocabulary is
limited to the range that his biological structure determines.
No one knows how man learned to make words. Perhaps
he began by making sounds like those made by animals.
Perhaps he grunted like a pig when he lifted something heavy.
Perhaps he made sounds like those he heard all round him —
water splashing, bees humming, a stone falling and imitated
them to make words. As the centuries went by, he made more

and more new words. This is what we mean by language.

Words and Expressions
tail/teil/n. BE
dangerous/ 'deindzres/adj. f&ERHY
danger /'deind3o/n. fE &
2.



