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" Selections from Plato’s

‘REprMc- ;

BOOK I

Why, IDsaid, you join physicians and judges. Now the most skilful physicians are those
who, from their youth upward®, have combined with the knowledge of their art the greatest
experience of disease; they had better not be robust in health, and should have had all
manner of diseases in their own persons. For the body, as I conceive, is not the instrument
with which they cure the body; in that case we could not allow them ever to be or to have
been sickly; but they cure the body with the mind, and the mind which has become and is
sick can cure nothing.

That is very true, he® said.

But with the judge it is otherwise®; since he governs mind by mind; he ought not
therefore to have been trained among vicious minds, and to have associated with them from
youth upward, and to have gone through the whole calendar of crime, only in order that he
may quickly infer the crimes of others as he might® their bodily diseases from his own self-
consciousness; the honorable mind which is to form a healthy judgment should have had no
experience or contamination of evil habits when young. And this is the reason why in youth
good men often appear to be simple, and are easily practised upon by the dishonest, because

they have no examples of what evil is in their own souls.

SO EARRCRER Sk, FTARCLESCE, AETHACTREIIAE,

(BERE) FHUMESME, URBRENE - AKRER. HLH “R™ HHFBAE.
upward: adv. - AIE

XER S S MmERFTI (Glaucon) , MPLEM K,

otherwise: adv. A[R|H:

HEALE WS infer —id],
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Selections from Plato’s Republic

Yes, he said, they are far too apt to be deceived.

Therefore, 1 said, the judge should not be young; he should have learned to know evil,
not from his own soul, but from late and long observation of the nature of evil in others:
knowledge should be his guide, not personal experience.

0P AR -RRRFRA

Yes, he said, that is the ideal of a judge.

True, I replied, but there is more coming; I have only told you half. Citizens, we shall
say to them in our tale, you are brothers, yet God has framed you differently. Some of you
have the power of command, and in the composition of these he has mingled gold, where-
fore also they have the greatest honor; others he has made of silver, to be auxiliaries; others
again who are to be husbandmen and craftsmen he has composed of brass and iron; and the
species will generally be preserved in the children. But as all are of the same original stock, a
golden parent will sometimes have a silver son, or a silver parent a golden son. And God
proclaims as a first principle to the rulers, and above all else, that there is nothing which
they should so anxiously guard, or of which they are to be such good guardians, as of the pu-
rity of the race. They should observe what elements mingle in their offspring; for if the son
of a golden or silver parent has an admixture of brass and iron, then nature orders a transpo-
sition of ranks, and the eye of the ruler must not be pitiful toward the child because he has
to descend in the scale and become a husbandman or artisan, just as there may be sons of ar-
tisans who having an admixture of gold or silver in them are raised to honor, and become
guardians or auxiliaries. For an oracle® says that when a man of brass or iron guards the
State, it will be destroyed. Such is the tale; is there any possibility of making our citizens be-
lieve in it?

§0 ExBAE, RAMPRELALANERF, ZRARRK, TA, Bk, T
ABEARADSE, £FRABL, '

Not in the present generation, he replied; there is no way of accomplishing this; but
their sons may be made to believe in the tale, and their sons’ sons, and posterity after them.

Then now let us consider what will be their way of life, if they are to realize our idea of
them. In the first place®, none of them should have any property of his own beyond what
is absolutely necessary; neither should they have a private house or store closed against an-
yone who has a mind to enter; their provisions should be only such as are required by
trained warriors, who are men of temperance and courage; they should agree to receive
from the citizens a fixed rate of pay, enough to meet the expenses of the year and no

@ oracle: n. (HAEHE) Wil
@ in the first place: H%, A




M Br kB L Eki

more; and they will go to mess® and live together like soldiers in a camp. Gold and silver
we will tell them that they have from God; the diviner metal is within them, and they have
therefore no need of the dross which is current among men, and ought not to pollute the di-
vine by any such earthly admixture; for that commoner metal has been the source of many
unholy deeds, but their own is undefiled®. And they alone of all the citizens may not touch
or handle silver or gold, or be under the same roof with them, or wear them, or drink
from them. And this will be their salvation, and they will be the saviours of the State. But
should they ever acquire homes or lands or moneys of their own, they will become good
housekeepers and husbandmen instead of guardians, enemies and tyrants instead of allies of
the other citizens; hating and being hated, plotting® and being plotted against, they will
pass their whole life in much greater terror of internal than of external enemies, and the
hour of ruin, both to themselves and to the rest of the State, will be at hand. For all
which reasons may we not say that thus shall our State be ordered, and that these shall be
the regulations appointed by us for our guardians concerning their houses and all other

matters?
R LIS ETES TN %ﬁi%\##%ﬁoﬁﬁ&ﬁ\&&$ﬂﬁ$,~
ARMGBAAEAARGIASRE,

Yes, said Glaucon.

BOOK V

............

Isaid: “ Until philosophers are kings, or the kings and princes of this world have the
spirit and power of philosophy, and political greatness and wisdom meet in one, and those
commoner natures who pursue either to the exclusion of the other are compelled to stand a
side, cities will never have rest from their evils—no, nor the human race, as I believe—and
then only will this our State have a possibility of life and behold the light of day.” Such was
the thought, my dear Glaucon, which I would fain have uttered if it had not seemed too ex-
travagant ; for to be convinced that in no other State can there be happiness private or pub-

lic is indeed a hard thing.®

@ go to mess: EE UMK

@ undefiled: adj. FEI5M, HEEE, AR

@ plot: v. il

@ FBSHRTHAER “@¥E BE, BT, f#sE,

BRI F BRI ERMEE, RERIERIHZ AEEMGEREOIFLAY, E%H AL HE RS
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Selections from Plato’s Republic
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Socrates, what do you mean? I would have you consider that the word which you have
uttered is one at which numerous persons, and very respectable persons too, in a figure pul-
ling off their coats all in a moment®, and seizing any weapon that comes to hand, will run
at you might and main, before you know where you are, intending to do heaven knows
what ; and if you don’t prepare an answer , and put yourself in motion, you will be “pared by
their fine wits” , and no mistake.

You got me into the scrape®, 1 said.

And I was quite tight; however, I will do all I can to get you out of it; but I can only
give you goodwill and good advice, and, perhaps, 1 may be able to fit answers to your ques-
tions better than another—that is all. And now, having such an auxiliary, you must do your
best to show the unbelievers that you are right.

I ought to try, I said, since you offer me such invaluable assistance. And I think that,
if there is to be a chance of our escaping, we must explain to them whom we mean when we
say that philosophers are to rule in the State; then we shall be able to defend ourselves:
There will be discovered to be some natures who ought to study philosophy and to be leaders
in the State; and others who are not born to be philosophers, and are meant to be followers

rather than leaders. ...

P s LROFHRRRTREHA TS FRIEE.
h’&%ﬁ# ’ ﬁiﬁ-&%*i‘e‘iﬂo .

BOOK VI

............

I® shall particularly wish to hear what were the four constitutions of which you were
speaking.

That question, I® said, is easily answered: the four governments of which I spoke, so
far as they have distinct names, are, first, those of Crete and Sparta, which are generally
applauded ; what is termed oligarchy® comes next; this is not equally approved, and is a
form of government which teems with® evils; thirdly, democracy, which naturally follows
oligarchy, although very different; and lastly comes tyranny®, great and famous, which dif-
fers from them all, and is the fourth and worst disorder of a State. I do not know, do you?

in a moment: 3%
scrape: n. HIH

A B PR HEER Lo
RIFREBLIR o

oligarchy: n. ZELBUA
teem with: v. Foi
tyranny: n. f§EHIA
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of any other constitution which can be said to have a distinct character. There are lordships
and principalities® which are bought and sold, and some other intermediate forms of govern-
ment. But these are nondescripts and may be found equally among Hellenes® and among bar-
barians.

§ WS REARMERKE, BARA, RESA, HIRK,

Yes, he replied, we certainly hear of many curious forms of government which exist a-
mong them.

Do you know, I said, that governments vary as the dispositions of men vary, and that
there must be as many of the one as there are of the other? For we cannot suppose that
States are made of “oak and rock,” and not out of the human natures which are in them,
and which in a figure turn the scale and draw other things after them?

GPARS ER—, sk Ak, KA

Yes, he said, the States are as the men are; they grow out of human characters.

Then if the constitutions of States are five, the dispositions of individual minds will al-
so be five?

Certainly.

Him who answers to® aristocracy, and whom we rightly call just and good, we have al-
ready described.

We have.

Then let us now proceed to describe the inferior sort of natures , being the contentious®
and ambitious, who answer to the Spartan polity; also the oligarchical, democratical, and
tyrannical. Let us place the most just by the side of the most unjust, and when we see them
we shall be able to compare the relative happiness or unhappiness of him who leads a life of
pure justice or pure injustice. The enquiry will then be completed. And we shall know wheth-
er we ought to pursue injustice, as Thrasymachus® advises, or in accordance with the con-
clusions of the argument to prefer justice.

O EREBAR S, RIS

Certainly, he replied, we must do as you say.
Shall we follow our old plan, which we adopted with a view to® clearness , of taking the
State first and then proceeding to the individual, and begin with the government of hono-

principality: n. 2AH, &EH

Hellene: n. #HfEA

answer to: v. &N, A

contentious: adj. R

Thrasymachus: @HADEET, Ba 5o A IR S0, MENSE5ANZ—
with a view to: %83, HRT
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Selections from Plato’s Republic g

ur? —I know of no name for such a government other than timocracy®, or perhaps timar-
chy®. We will compare with this the like character in the individual; and, after that, con-
sider oligarchical man; and then again we will turn our attention to democracy and the dem-
ocratical man; and lastly, we will go and view the city of tyranny, and once more take a
look into the tyrant’s soul, and try to arrive at a satisfactory decision.

§0 wBmEIARA . BRHBR,

That way of viewing and judging of the matter will be very suitable.

First, then, I said, let us enquire how timocracy (the government of honour) arises
out of aristocracy ( the government of the best) . Clearly, all political changes originate in di-
visions of the actual governing power; a government which is united, however small, cannot

be moved.

?ﬁﬁ%ﬂiﬁiﬁﬂfﬁ&iﬂxﬁo

Very true, he said.

When discord arose, then the two races were drawn different ways: the iron and brass
fell to acquiring money and land and houses and gold and silver; but the gold and silver
races, not wanting money but having the true riches in their own nature, inclined towards
virtue and the ancient order of things. There was a battle between them, and at last they a-
greed to distribute their land and houses among individual owners; and they enslaved their
friends and maintainers, whom they had formerly protected in the condition of freemen, and
made of them subjects and servants; and they themselves were engaged in war and in keeping
a watch against them.
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. PLERELLERRE,

I believe that you have rightly conceived the origin of the change.

And the new government which thus arises will be of a form intermediate between oli-
garchy and aristocracy?

Very true.

Such will be the change, and after the change has been made, how will they proceed?
Clearly, the new State, being in a mean between oligarchy and the perfect State, will partly
follow one and partly the other, and will also have some peculiarities.

True, he said.

In the honour given to rulers, in the abstinence of the warrior class from agriculture,
handicrafts, and trade in general, in the institution of common meals, and in the attention

@ timocracy: n. FEGIHR
@ timarchy: n. FFEBUH



