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The basic job of computers is the processing of information. For this reason, computers can be
defined as very-high-speed electronic device which accept information in the form of instructions
called a program and characters, called data, perform mathematical and/or logical operations on the
information, and then supply results of these operations. The program, or part of it, which tells the
computers what to do and the data, which provide the information needed to solve the problem are
kept inside the computer in a place called memory.

Computers are thought to have many remarkable powers. However, most computers, whether
large or small have three basic capabilities. First ,computers have circuits for performing arithmetic
operations, such as: addition, subtraction, multiplication, division and exponentiation. Second,
computers have a means of communicating, with the user. After all, if we couldn’t, feed
information in and get results back, these machines wouldn’t be of much use. However, certain
computers are used to control directly things such as robots, aircraft navigation systems, medical

instruments, etc.
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Moving the cursor can also be accomplished with a pointing device—a device for interacting
with a display screen. Some pointing devices with which you may be familiar are the joystick and
the trackball, which are often found in video and arcade games. Moving the handle of a joystick or
spinning the ball on a trackball controls a corresponding cursor or pointer movement on the display
screen. A more common pointing device is called a mouse.

The mouse is a pointing device that combines the traditional cursor movements—
accomplished by pressing cursor movement keys-with the means to select an object on the display
screen. For example, when confronted with choices on a menu, you point to the selection of your
choice by positioning the cursor with the mouse; then you press a button on the mouse to select
your choice. In word processing, a technique called pointing and dragging can be used to select a
large block of text, such as a sentence or paragraph. The result is a highlighted block of text that
can be manipulated with other commands, such as move or delete.

Mice are available in mechanical and optical versions. On the underside of the mechanical
mouse is a ball that is similar to the trackball device found on many video games. As the mouse
rolls up, down, left, and right across the flat surface, a signal is sent to the computer that drives the
cursor up, down, left, and right, corresponding to the motion of the mouse. On the underside of the

optical mouse is a photo detector. The mouse rolls over a special pad that has optically detectable

coordinates built into it.
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