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Preface One

By Dao Linyin

Fsteemed by the local Dais in Xishuangbanna as “ Kanglanghe” ,
which means a former Han Buddha having resumed his secular life,
Professor Gao Lishi has dedicated his whale life to the liberation and
development of Xishuangbanna. His career here iook off as early as
1949 when he was assigned by the Chinese Communist Parly as an
armed worker in the Party - led troops in the border area. Half a
century has seen the growth of such a devoted worker from a blooming
youth to a senior scholar. Years of hard working helped Gao pick up
the Dai language and its calligraphy. In addition, he eollected many
folkiales, legends, proverbs and anecdotes, which all contribute to
the publication of the Party’ s policies and lay a solid foundation for
his study of the Dais later on.

It is my honor 1o study Professor Gao’ s works collection on the
Dai  studies. The collected articles carry a lot of weighty
instructiveness in our knowledge of the Dais; in my humble opinion,
therc are at least three aspects of whose remarkable breakthroughs are
worthy of our strong attention and appreciation.

First of all, Professor Gao’ s research has all the time served for

the Party’ s central canses and all realities. His academic exploration
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before 1953 focused on ethnic identification and the policy
enforcement of the ethnic administrative autonomy. Continuously, his
principal labor was given to local democratization between 1953 and
1955. Since 1980, he has kept on his study of the ethnic people along
with the strengthening of basic theories, and devoted more of his
efforts to the reforming in the ethnic regions. The theme that Professor
Gao pursues keeps abreast with the time and contemporary progresses
of the country and the world. His book On the Dai’ s Traditional
frrigation System and Environmental Protection in Xishuanghbanna is a
typical output of such pursuit. Within this hook he elaborates the
relations of the Dai’s traditional environmental protection and
irrigation, and pertinently, puts forward quite a few constructive
suggestions on how to deal with the relationship between man and
nature, how to prevent water troubles, and how to restore ecological
balance. One of his proposals represented as an official overture has
already been adopted and written in Principles of Environmental
Protection in Xishuangbanna Autonomous Prefecture of the Dais, which
was passed by the 8 th Prefectural People’ s Congress on March 26th,
2005 and was approved by the 17th Standing Committee of the
People’ s Congress of Yunnan and came in effect since the November
of 2005.

On the one hand, Professor Gao stresses in his research report
the importance of applying modem scientific technology to
environmental prolection; on the other hand, he attaches even greater
imporiance to the traditional approaches possessed by the ethnic
minorities since they have been experientially — proved valuable in
conguering so many universal problems such as losses of forest and

water, soil erosion, environmental pollution and eco - deterioration.
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Generally speaking, moden studies, however, show much preference
of utilizing advanced technology to deal with such practical pollutants
as rubbish and wastes of water and gas. Above criticism and also quite
necessary as this tendency is, we may overlook the historical effects
and traditional ways already accomplished by the local minority people
in treating the environment. By using some lively examples grounded
upon a refreshed look of the Duai’s imigation traditions in
Xishuangbanna, Professor Gao exposes how the Long Forest Cualture
has yielded se huge contribution to ecological protection and
illuminates to us that the Long Forest is more than a superficial
showcase of ancestral adoration in a primitive way; indecd, it
embodies the Dai people’ s plain outlook of nature as well as their
special culture to keep mankind and nature harmoniously hound.
Moreover, it functions as infrastructural facility to guarantee paddy —
field irrigation. Tt is an experience and a tradition gained by the Tocals
in balancing ecological system. Professor Gao has broken through the
boundary of making the Long Forest as a superstitious product. As
Professor Qi Qingfu praised, “The research done by professor Gao is
presented to us with the country’ s first exemplified book about ethnic
—ecology. ”

Professor Gao diversified his situdy with an interrelated view
rather than just in divided research domains. That is, he carries out
academic work by originating from his own specialized knowledge of
ethnology, leamning from different kinds of experts and the newest
achievements of all relative subjects. Take the article The Long Forest
as an example, it displays the Long Forest’ s benefits to natural
sciences including ethnic — botany, zoology, ecology, environmental
protection, plant protection, meteorology, and so on; it also

8



contributes to social sciences like ethnic — religion, ethnology, folk
custom, sociology, ethnic regional history, ethnic folklore and folk
music and dance. Reading over this paper, we can he easily
impressed by the author through his convincing way of
multidimensional expounding and citing, which avoids the possible
limitations with detached findings.

We are very willing to extend our warmest congratulations to
Professor Gao Lishi’ s outstanding job in bringing this book to the
world, and our heartfelt appreciations to him, a lovable veteran, for

his invaluable dedication 10 Xishuangbanna’ s pﬁ)Speﬁty.

{ Written on Oct. 16,2006)
( By Dao Linyin, Goveror of Xishuanghanna Autonomous
Prefectre of the Dais)

( Translated by Li Zhiling )



Preface Two

By Dao Aimin

Gao Lishi, a well - educated researcher born in a
scholar — gentry family of the Bais in Yuanjiang, a country in
Yuxi prefecture. Inspired by the underground Communist
Party at high school, he joined the party — led underground
militia of Yunnan,

In July 1949 Gao was transferred to the armed working
unit in Xishuangbanna where he deveted himself to the
revolution for local liberation. In Yiwu he worked as head of
Mannai village.

In 1950, soon after Xishuangbanna’ s liberation, Gao
was called on for his excellent work for the national business
in Mengla and elected governor of Mengpeng in conformint
with the locals’ wills. In order to learn the Dai language both
orélly and graphically, he apprenticed to the Great Buddha
master as an unregistered “ monk” of Mengpeng’ s temple.
From then on, the fifteen — year — old “monk” started to
receive profound influence of the Dais’ cultures.
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Two years after working for the prefectural government,
Gao, aged twenty — one, was appointed in 1955 the first vice
president of the new cadre school for the ethnic minorities
which was opened at prefectural level. The twelve — region
Xishuangbanna was amalgamated into three big countries, of
which the County of Jinghong welcomed Gao' s office
assumption as the first president of the Party school and
deputy — director of information department. At whichever
position in his career, as long as the work is related to the
Dai people’ s history and culture, Gao dedicates himself to it
meticulously, paying attention to accumulating all kinds of
life experience.

For more than fifty years’ life in regions of the Dais,
Gao Lishi has done a great deal of working, studying and
writing, and has collected plenty of first — hand information
of great value. More valuably, he explores the wealth of
gained material and information by theoretical approaches.
His findings have yielded a good many academic fruits. Over
forty articles by Gao Lishi to name just a few, Research
of the Dai Branches in the Four — River Basin, The Dai
People’ s Unsophisticated Values of the Nature, A Study of the
“Long Forest” Culture of the Dai People, The Water
Adoration and Water Culture of the Dai People, The Long

Paddy Culiure of the Dais, The Bamboo House Culture of the
Dais

have wielded powerful influence home and
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