The Hometown of Five Golden Flowers of Bai Minority
A Tourist Guidebook To Dali
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#EHSELRIDE Enthusiastic Golden Flowers Welcome you to Dali
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Gate Tower of Dali Ancient Town
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fiF#EHM Cangshan Mountain and Erhai Lake present a riot of colors.
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Gk Offering sacrifices to the Village God.

Dali is the only Bai autonomous prefecture in China. Living on its
29,500 square kilometers of land are 3.3 million people of 13 ethnic groups,
including the Bai, Han, Yi, and Hui. Of the 3.3 million population, 50
percent are people of the minority groups, and the remaining 50 1s percent,
people of the Han. The population of the Bai minority group accounts for

one-third of the total.

The prefecture is the birthplace of the history and culture of Yunnan
Province. It has a time-honored history. As early as the Neolithic Age,
ancestors of the Bai, Yi, and other minority groups began to settle there.
When the Qin Dynasty (221-207 B. C.) unified China, it brought the Dali
area into its territory. During the Han Dynasty (206 B. C.-A. D. 220), a

prefecture and counties were established in the area. Nanzhao State and Dali”

State that appeared around Erhai Lake lasted for 515 years between the Tang

Dynasty (618-907) and the Song Dynasty (960-1279).

At that time, Dali was the political, economic, and cultural center of

Yunnan Province. At present, the ancient town of Dali and the Weishan
county town are famous historical and cultural towns in China.

The prefecture features a splendid culture. People of various ethnic
groups represented by the Bai minority group, were under a long-time

influence of the culture in the Central Plains. They carried out extensively
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A& [ Bai Girls Weave Fishing Net

cultural contacts with people of various ethnic groups in the border area and
fostered a brilliant culture of Nanzhao and Dali states. The prefecture
became a "land of historical documents," thriving with talented people. It was
referred to as "an ancient capital at the crossroad of culture in Asia." There
are a rich collection of cultural relics and historical sites, a great variety of
unearthed artifacts, and a large number of well-preserved unique historical
buildings.

The prefecture also boasts of rich folk customs, such festivals and
celebrations as the unprecedented Third Month Fair, the joyful Raosanling
(Walking around Three Souls) Festival, the Hudie (Butterfly) Fair, the three
courses of tea services with singing and dancing, the grand Torch Festival,
the unique Benzhu (Village god) Festival, the Pilgrimage-Making Festival
which attracts many people to Jizu and Weibao mountains, the shibao Moun-
tain singing Contest full of wit and humor, the lively Festive Lantern Fair
held in the first lunar month in Midu County as well as the Shuahai.

(Playing on the Lake) Fair, the Zaiyang (Rice Seedling Transplanting)
Festival, the Gegen fair, the Eighth of the Second Month Fair, and the
Chaohua (Flower Admiration) Fair. Each of the fairs and festivals has a
beautiful legend of its own, and each legend is of great appeal. At present,
the fairs and festival have become gatherings for people to conduct
businesses and trade or participate in cultural and sports activities.

The prefecture abounds in natural resources. There grow more than
3,000 species of seed plants. It is known as a home to azalea, orchid, and
camellia. The prefecture has a forest coverage of 48.7%. It has an abundant
growth of forests of economic value and fruit trees. It is rich in mineral and

hydro-energy resources.



AFEMK % The Square for Nationalities in Dali City.

The prefecture has a broad prospects of development. The diligent,
kindhearted, and intelligent people of various ethnic groups have lived in the
prefecture, a miraculous and beautiful land, and created a new, happy life
today. There are expressways, railroads, and airports that link the prefecture
with the rest of China.

Men of letters in and outside of China, including the Italian traveler
Marco Polo, Xu Xiake, and Guo Moruo, visited the prefecture and were
overwhelmed with admiration by its unique charm. They left behind them
many literary works in praise of the prefecture. A Painting Scroll by Zhang
Shengwen from Dali State is a priceless treasure in China's painting collec-
tion. The feature film Five Godlen Flowers with a theme on the Bai minority
group and a novel by Jin Yong made the prefecture known far and near.
Water Running in a Riverlet, a folk song in Midu county won a high reputa-
tion for the prefecture in China and abroad. All these helped enrich China's
cultural house and have become immortal literary works.

A picture book like this one is far from enough to help people under-
stand the Dali Bai Autonomous Prefecture. The book edited by the Tourism
Administration and Foreign Affairs Office of the Dali Bai Autonomous
Prefecture features a collection of the beautiful pictures by a photographer,
serving as a window on or a boat which will carry the tourists into the prefec-
ture, an ancient, miraculous, and picturesque land.

The time-honored history of Dali will make tourists to the prefecture lost
in thought, its brilliant culture will make them reluctant to leave, the rich
customs of the ethnic groups will make their mind thronged with thoughts,
and the magnificent natural landscape will make them to feel that there is no
time for them to take in with their eyes. The hospitable people of various
ethnic groups in the prefecture welcome guests from afar.
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=&l The cloud-enshrouded Cangshan Mountain.
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Dali is a beautiful city in Yunnan Province. Based on its Cangshan
Mountain and Erhai Lake, the city has long enjoyed the reputation of “Land
of Romance and Scenic Beauty.” Around the Cangshan-Erhai Scenic Zone as
the center, there are many other tourist attractions: In Binchuan County in
the east is Jizu Mountain, a Buddhist shrine well-known across Northeast
Asia; in Xiangyun County in the southeast are Shuimu Mountain, home to a
Buddhist pagoda forest of the ancient Dali Kingdom, and Qinghua Cave, a
prehistoric site; Weishan County in the south is the cradle of the ancient
Nanzhao Kingdom, and is famous for the Taoist temple complex on Weibao
Mountain; Yongping County in the southwest is home to the site of an
ancient path and Wood Lotus Mountain; in the west are Shimenguan (Stone
Gate Pass) Scenic Zone in Yangbi County and an ancient bridge and a vegeta-
tion research zone in Yunlong County; and in the north are Jiuqitai (Nine-Air
Terrace) Scenic Zone in Eryuan County, Shibao Mountain Grottoes in
Jianchuan County, and the Longtan Cave, countryside scenery, and an ethnic
customs tourist zone in Heqing County. All these scenic attractions demon-
strate the magnificent plateau landscapes and colorful ethnic customs.
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Encountering Romance

Visitors to Dali, in whatever wav, would first encounter the Cangshan-
Forhat Scenie Zopeg which is gifted by nature with beautiful landscapes-taoe
people to-experience a romantic fecling. Whether watehing the Sunrise in

- - %
dawn or viewmg the sunset at dusk, one can leel a thorough péace with

nothing but his or her heartbeat.

Surrounding the Cangshan-Frhar Seenic Zoue are N -T2, o Buddhist
shiine well-kknown e Southeast Asia, in the casts Mtc Shummu, home to the
Suddhist pagoda Torest ol the ancient Dahi Kingdom, i the southeasts the
\Weaershan Ancient T'own, the bivthplace ol the ancient Nanzhao Kingdom,

and Taoist temples on M Weaerbao, i the south: the runus of an ancient

route and Mo Muahanhuoa, e the southwest: the Shimengiam Sceme Zone
an ancient path bridge, and coctation zone lor scientnhe rescarch, in the
west; and the Jimgitar Scenie Zone by il Lake, the Shibaoshan Scenn
Zone, Longtan Cave., countrysice dscape md cthnne-customs tourist
ate, m the north. Al these demonstrate the magmbcent platcan scapes and

colorlul ethme custom



