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B Thanks to the sensitivity of being architectural media, we always pay much attention
to the great theme of city image formed by Chinese architects and their architectural
designs. Zhang Jingiu, based on her designs and thoughts on the style of Tang Dynasty,
is an architectural design master being able to affect the city and present the spirit of

the public.Through follow-up interviews by “Architectural Creation”in recent years

and editing of “Works Selection of the Winners of the First & Second Liang Sicheng

4 %1% | Editor's Words

Architectural Award” and “Record of Designs and Thoughts of Chinese Women
Architects” as well as other books. we further realized her successful experiences and
special influence on architectural and cultural field at home and abroad. In fact, we
had been wishing to compile a book collecting her designs for years, and she did not
accept our proposal for the reasons that her designs and theories still need further
improvement . However, she finally agreed when we put forward it again in March,
2005. The 7-volume “My Artistic Conception Practiced in Chang’an - Selection of Zhang
Jingiu’s Architectural Creation”, to be published one after another since April, 2006,
would be a record of her excellent designs reflecting the times and architectural history.
M Zhang Jingiu is the only woman among the first batch of 15 National Architectural
Design Masters. She is also a member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, and
winner of Liang Sicheng Architectural Award, which is the top award of Chinese
architecture in the first group. She followed the teaching of Liang Sicheng and has
worked in architectural designs for 50 years. And she has also designed and taken
charge of tens of famous and award-winning projects during these years. Because of
her excellent works, she was awarded the Outstanding Technological Contribution
Prize by Xi’an municipal CCPC and municipal government in July, 2005. It is a big
event for Chinese architectural field that an architect is able to win the great prize for
technology by her designs, conception and special influence on city. Facing her success,
she always said modestly that the fruits should be owed to more architects. The success
of the designs of Zhang Jinqgiu is not only based on her skills but also her unique
understanding on Chinese culture. “Step by step reaches thousands mile away, and
numerous streamlets join to make a big river”, based on continuous accumulation
and broad new sight on design creation, Zhang Jingiu grows into a reputed architectural
;iesign master with profound cultural understanding in her heart.

B That is a book series recording and presenting 16 projects designed by Zhang Jingiu, to
be completed within more than one year. “ Architectural Creation” Magazine Publishing
House takes it as a valuable chance and organizes a strong editing team for text, art design
and photos with the supports of the leaders and experts of China Northwest Building
Design Research Institute and Beijing Institute of Architectural Design, as well as the re-
creating works by photographers of the Architectural Photographing Committee of
Architectural Society of China. We sincerely hope that our efforts will not only show the
conception of Zhang Jingiu’s architectural creation, but also become classics treasures of

architectural creation for young architects and students.

Architectural Creation Magazine Publishing House
February, 2006
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Prize of Architectural Society of China

Master Monk Xuanzang's
Memorial Hall of Daci’en

Temple

2002, bronze prize of National Excellent

Investigation & Design

2004, Gold Prize of National Excellent
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Project of Famen Temple
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BEREE 2004 FLERFHEGITER
FESEBE 2004 £ £ EHh F BB IHAR

P {5 AR B 28 8 1981 EFEREITEZBMLFELRER
BRTE &k A TE 1986 BT BB it —%%
SHEIF TR 1991 R QIR BRI RH %
ERASE HRM T T 2000 FRBWHFNRIGH %%

ARERFRS WP L.

T EIE

2003 FERRAEEL T HIT—FK

Xi'an International Congress

Center and Qujiang Hotel

2003 First Prize of Excellent Design of

Shaanxi Province
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Sacred Palace (Courtyard)

of the Mausoleum of the

2004, Excellent Prize of Architectural

Creation of Architectural Society of

Zhang Jingiu, female, born in Chengdu, Sichuan Province in
October, 1936, graduated from the Architectural Department of
Tsinghua University (1954-1960), majored in architectural history and
theory for Tsinghua University post graduate (1961-1966). She started
to work in China Northwest Building Design Research Institute since
1966 for architectural design.She took charge of a chief architect
in 1987, promoted to be a professor-grade senior architect in 1988,
approved to be a registered architect of state class 1 in 1997, and
elected to be an architect of APEC in 2005.

Slgmflcant Awarded Design Works:

Three-Tang-Dynasty-Style 1992, Bronze Prize of National Excellent

Project Investigation & Design

Historical Muséam of 1993, Bronze Prize of National Excellent

Shaanxi Province Design.1993, First Architectural Creation

China

2006,Fir>sf Prize of Ex;cellent Planning

Yellow Emperor

Tang Lotus Garden
Design of the Ministry of Construction

YT g RTTER, 1991 ke EHt ‘P EIEERIXIT
AR FRE, 1994 F#EkE AP ETEREHRE L, 2001 £k E
B “PEBAR", 2006 FHALTEBREFRARETEIK,

Because of her academic contribution, Zhang Jingiu was
entitled “Design Master of Chinese Project and Construction” as
the first group in 1991, elected to be member of Chinese Academy
of Engineering in the first group in 1994, won the first Liang Sicheng
Architectural Prize in 2001 and the Outstanding Contribution Prize

of Science and Technology of Xi'an in 2005.
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At the turn of the centuries, the east world is facing the collision
and fusion between the modern and the tradition, and between
alien culture and local culture. Architecture, with its distinct cultural

nature, is inevitably involved.
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In the light of philosophic trends, contemporary urban
construction reflects the converging of both scientism and humanism
thinking, in which miraculous harmony is expected to be established
between such opposite poles as the physical and the spiritual, the
conventional and the innovative, the local and the global, and
hence a synthetic beauty full of life and vitality is created. More and
more architects realize that the most distinctive feature of modern
urban arts is synthetic beauty. This beauty is of diversities and multfiple

strata with harmony as its most significant character.
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Architecture is the medium between man and man, man and
his city, and man and nature. As the main component of a city, the
cultural orientation of architecture in a city should go with the city
and the environment. Fine architecture is expected to promote
the harmony between man and man, man and his city, and man
and nature. In this sense, the endeavor in my career has been a
pursuit of “harmonious architecture”.
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During my practice as a designer | have gradually come to
realize that the idea of *harmonious architecture” consists of two
strata. The first stratum is “diversified unification other than unified
identicalness”, the second stratum is “precenting and chorusing in
unison”. The ancient Chinese philosopher Confucius once said: “the
noble seek diversified unification other than unified idenficalness,

while the mean follow the opposite way”. Here “Unification” refers
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to the uniformity of diversified factors while “identicalness” refers to
the uniformity of identical factors. We agree with the former and
promote the idea that “it is taking in all waters with all-embracing
generosity that makes the immenseness of the ocean.” We insist that
we should adopt the essences and excellences of various schools
and opinions. The second stratum “precenting and chorusing in
unison” addresses how to achieve the harmonious ‘unification’ with
these diversified factors. The Ancient Chinese book New Book e Six
Skills reads: “precenting and chorusing in unison brings consonance
of tunes.” It explains that though there are different musical scales
sounds they may be rhythmically and melodiously organized into
consonant music with clear differentiation of the primary and
secondary tunes. Wisdom of the forefathers gives us inspiration and
contributes to the widening of our design vision and upgrading of
creativity levels for architects. In the process of globalization,
harmonious buildings with distinctive Chinese cultural, local and
epochal features can be created by courageously adopting
advanced technological means, modern function requirement and
new aesthetic notion from abroad on one hand, and on the other
hand, by carrying forward the excellent national architectural
tradition and giving prominence to the local cultural features via

integration of modernity and tradition, alien culture and local culture.
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As an architect, | have been living and working in Xi'an for
quite a long period. Xi'an is an old city with the history of 3100 years,
which served as the capital of 13 dynasties. Over the past thousand
years the prosperous dynasties of Chinese nation like Zhou, Qin,
Han and Tang, all established their capitals here. It is also here that
the famous Silk Road starts. Xi'an is the spiritual hometown of Chinese
nation where still preserves the great historic sites, integral city walls,
and important antiquities which vividly retell the glorious history of
this ancient capital. Xi'an now is the center of the development of
west China with its rapid growth in modern construction. Scientific
development zones, economic development zones and the fourist
development zones reflect the vitality of the city nowadays. It is on
this hot land where the sublime music of national cultural
renaissance resounds, with the antiquity and modernity blending,
also with the old and new adding brilliance to each other. All these
have composed a vast background against which we proceed
with our architectural creation. The idea of "harmonious

architecture” hereupon comes into being.

Zﬁang jingiu
SE. M CAEETE 2006 EE+ B IHERITAS EEEEREN—IB o

This article was part of author’s theme report at the 12th Conference of the Asian Architects, 2006
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QUNXIAN-MANOR IN XI"'AN
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The Reside Quarters, Qunxian-Manor is situated in the
western sectiom f the south second ring road of Xi*an, occupying

61.5 mu land, abaut 4.1ha, and having 73580 sg.m:. floor area (11060

50.m.forunderground car park and$2520°sq.m. for floo

the ground). Most of he houses have 5 floors accommodating 301

+ households. Its floor c‘réo ratiois 1.51. The site isin The‘-%nxion Lane!

The residential quarters has Qunxian (virtuous persons) as its name.

TorThie south of the quarters is The new Righ-TéeR%one, which is

developing fast, and fe the north is the planned green area. It is

' surrounded by Tangyan Road of the old city wall s Wit is a middle/

lass project forpeople who have a deep love for culture or

those who work'in reldtion with culture. The p‘fvéjecf'wds‘ désighed
in 199922001 and'€ompleted in 2002. %
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Quxian Manor is designed to meet requirements for houses of
a new generation in the 215" century and to build a green
comfortable residential quarters. Explorations have been made in
upgrading house performances, providing household appliances,
enforcing house functions, improving residential environment and
prolonging working life of houses. The planning design of the
Residential Quarters was given Certificate of "AAA" by the
Promotion Centre of Housing Industry by the ministry of Constru ction
and entitled Green Environment and Civilized Community. It was
awarded the first prize of Excellent Design by the ministry of Constru
ction in 2003, the gold medal of the National Excellent Survey and
Design in 2004.
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I.Units suitable for household life

The meaning of a house was explained clearly by Li Yu of the
Ming Dynasty. He said “Man can not live without a house as the
body can not bear without clothes”. People agree that home life
comprises a large lot of daily trifles. Houses are to deal with these
trifles. This is why modernist architect Le Corbusier said “House is a
machine of life."” It is the best interpretation of a house in its function.
Furthermore people would have all kinds of beautiful dreams on
houses. British artist George Bernard Shaw said “The most
extraordinary beauty is that at home.” German literary giant Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe maintained “People have no differences
no matter if they are kings or citizens. So long as there is peace at
home they are the happiest.” People all over the world in the present
time and history take home as a shelter to avoid noises and struggles,
to express their own feelings and characters and fo seek for a
peaceful oasis or harbor. Tao Yuanming of the Jin Dynasty praised
his home life in such words “to drink wine with comfort, to look at
the court yard with admiration, to lean against the south window
with satisfaction, to see children with contentment”.

Liu Yuxi of the Tang Dynasty was pleased with his simple house
“to be without the trouble of being disturbed by noises and
bothered by official affairs”. People in modern times are eager for
this kind of life in the furbulent society. Zhao Xinzhou explained
“although there must be floor area, furniture, foodstuffs and
electrical appliances in the house, ease and satisfaction are the
most important. Home is a good place for modern people to have
dreams, to enjoy moon light and romantic colours.” “Home is a
shelter for my body and for my heart as well.” House is a container

or carrier of home. To realize this sacred aim is really a difficult mission.
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In designing of the housing units of the project life styles,
customes, interests and levels of artistry have been considered with
man as the dominating factor. Sequences of outdoor and indoor
spaces and coordination of movements and quietness in Chinese
traditional quadrangle houses are referred fo. The housing units will
provide comfort, convenience, shared and private spaces and
harmonious living conditions for family members. It is impossible fo
have one different unit type for each household as those in
independent private houses. Efforts have been made fo make one

unit plan to be flexible for uses of different households. -

X 2A.B.C=1F8, ENFEHETR198 ~248 m?, 4
F2F 2P 11081 8. RERABNIESIXREEETANE
BFBIE, T BEREIVTRESTHHOAORE, HFFH
ERZERERE ( IERFE. RBE. BEFE% ) $F_EREERE
= BFHEVANRKEALEZE, RRERSHNESFEREHN
FEGFT, REES5®FzETFM, JRoRERE, 28 “h
X", £=RENURBIFAZ L. BBEAZHREMERE, B1FHF
HELEHEPAEEINERE. RBENE. B4£E. EEE. K8, &8
"“BX, ERAABETOXE, REFTERRESHELZZE,
XfpPENGEFS, BEE. TRNER—DRENEHAEE, HX.
INBEE, B ThtiEasreItenm, HEIENSBREHE. &F

12

WAS LEENAEMRNSTRERE, FRE D, shfpEE, &
BEMAmMEN T

The unit types are as follows:

Type A: Type A has A, B and C plans with usable floor area of
198-248m?2 for 4 bedrooms, 2 living, 2 foilets, 1 kitchen ,1 storage
and 1 ironing room. The floor area is arranged in an order to differ
from outdoor space and to have separation of quietness from
movement. On the 1¢ floor are entrance lobby, kitchen and multi-
function room (reception, maid or guest room), on the 2nd floor
are living and dining rooms for family gathering and reception. The
living and dining rooms can be combined or divided to have “a
movement area”. On the 3 floor are bedrooms with the corridor
as the core including master bedroom with a separate toilet,
bedrooms, toilet, store room and ironing room. These rooms form
an area of “quietness” to provide internal living space and privacy
for family members. This unit type has rooms of different functions.
The living room, master bedroom and one secondary bedroom all
have big and small balconies. The toilets have natural light coming
in and the kitchen has a balcony for storage in the north. The layout
plan can meet requirements of different households fo have a
gathering or individual activities. Activities of family members will

not interfere with each other’s.

Z¥%:. 5D, EmAN/E, EREMAER156~167 m?, 3E2
F2B1 6, XEFEXFERENAED /R, BRERR TR/
5h, EERBN=1"BANSEREEREE, £2EF=E. BF0ER
=R E, BB ETREBEMERE.

Type B: Type B has D and E plans with usable floor area of 155-

167m? for 3 bedrooms, 2 living, 2 toilets and 1 kitchen. These are the




smallest unit types in the project. The layout plan is basically the
same as that of Type A. The living, dining and master bedrooms all

face south. There are no special storage and ironing rooms.
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Type C: Type C is on the 5™ and é™" floor and has a skip floor.
Whereas Type A is on the 5" floor it will have a suit of bedrooms and
a roof garden on the é™ floor. The total floor area is 270-346 m?.
including 6 bedrooms, 2 living, 3 toilets, 1 kitchen, 1 storage , 1 ironing
room and 1 roof garden. It contains rooms as a villa house does.
Besides it has more functions and safer environment. The 2 rooms
and sun bathing room on the 6™ floor can be used as a mater
bedroom, or a studio, chess room and tea room fo form a special
environment with the roof garden. The units of this kind have stairs
in the side of the enfrance lobby for convenience of coming in
and going out without interference with others. This arangement is
in line with habits of Chinese aesthetics and suitable for Chinese
family life. All the other types of units will have a skip floor where
they are on the top floor. These units are more popular on the market

for having more rooms and vertical variations of spaces.
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Type D: Type D is designed at the setbacks of the building for
families of two generations. It has F and G plans with a floor area of
282-349 m?. The larger unit has 5 bedrooms and 4 living rooms (3
bedrooms and 3 living rooms + 2 bedrooms and 1 living room), 3
toilets, 1 kitchen, 2 storage rooms, 1 ironing room and 1 room for
the housemaid. The unit has two sub-units which can be combined
or divided with respective living rooms. There is a large shared room
for reception. The two households have one common dining room
and a kitchen. There are a housemaid room and a storage room
on the side of the smaller sub-unit. The smaller unit has 5 bedrooms,
3 living rooms, 3 toilets, 1 kitchen, 1 housemaid room and 1 work
room. There is no shared reception hall in this unit. Both units of the
two kinds have spacious roof gardens. Type D consisting of two
sub-units for two generations is typical for demand of big families in

Chinese society.
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