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A comparison study on the theory and practices
of student affairs administration in Chinese
and American universities
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ABSTRACT

This study focuses on student affairs and their administration in Chi-
nese universities by comparing them with those in American universities,
Various aspects of student affairs administration in Chinese and American
universities are compared, including theoretical concepts, history, guiding
principles, administrative structure, programs, and staff development,
The comparison is conducted along such dimensions as history and reality,
micro-structure and macro-structure, and theory and practice, leading to
general conclusions about the theory and practice, and similarities and
differences of student affairs administration in the two countries. In addi-
tion, the relationship between student affairs administration and the social
background upon which higher education was developed is also brought into
discussion. On the basis of the findings in the study, forward-looking ana-
lyses are conducted of some issues concerning the construction of the pat-
tern for student affairs administration in Chinese universities in the new era
of mass higher education. The analyses highlight some suggestions and
measures to be taken to enhance and improve student affairs administration

in Chinese universities at present and in the near future.
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