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The Master said, “To learn something and timely practice it — it is
a pleasure , isn't it? To have friends (who have the same ambition as
yours) coming from far away and talk to each other — it is a delight,
isn’t it? Not to blame a person who does not recognize you — it is a
gentleinan, isn’t it?”
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Master You said, “He who is filial toward his parents and obedient
toward his elder brothers but is fond of opposing his superiors is rare
indeed. He who is not fond of opposing his superiors, but is fond to
raise a rebellion surely never exists. The gentleman devotes himself to
the roots (=fundamentals). When the roots are well planted, the Way
will grow. Filial piety and brotherly obedience are surely the roots of

humaneness, aren’t they?”
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The Master said, “Flattering words and pleasant countenance have little
humaneness.”
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Master Zeng said, “I examine myself three times (=every time) a day.
In counseling others, am I not sincere? In associating with friends, am 1
not trustworthy? In learning something, am [ not proficient?”
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The Master said, “In governing a state of a thousand chariots, deal
reverently with business and acquire good faith (in people), reduce
expenditure and love people; employ people at the proper seasons.”
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The Master said, “A young man must be filial to his parents at home and
be obedient to his elders outside of his home, be discreet for faithfulness,
love the people and make acquaintance with the humane. If he has spare
energy after practicing these, learn about culture.”
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Zi Xia said, “He who appreciates men more of excellence than of
appearance; who in serving his parents is capable of exerting strength to
the utmost; who in serving of his lord is capable of offering his life; who
in associating with his friends is trustworthy in what he says, — though
others may say he has never learnt, 1 would say he has learnt.”
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The Master said, “If the gentleman is not grave, he will not inspire
dignity. If he learns, he will not be obstinate. He must keep faithfulness
and trustworthiness as major principles and must not befriend with those
who are not worthy. When he makes a mistake, he must not hesitate to
correct it.”
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Master Zeng said, “If the senior mourn reverently for their parents

and regard the memories of their ancestors, the people’s virtue will be
reinforced.”




