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Preface

Sino-German forestry cooperation has been successfully implemented for more than 20 years in
different parts of China. Such cooperation is based on agreements between the government of the
People’s Republic of China and the government of the Federal Republic of Germany, represented by
the Chinese Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM) and the German Ministry of Economic Cooperation
and Development (BMZ). On behalf of BMZ, projects and programs of technical cooperation are
implemented by the German Agency for Technical Cooperation ( Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Tech-
nische Zusammenarbeit mbH, GTZ).

GTZ is an international cooperation enterprise for sustainable development with worldwide oper-
ations. It provides viable, forward-looking solutions for political, economic, ecological and social
development in a globalised world. With 25 years experience in technical cooperation in China, GTZ
now focuses on sustainable economic development, environmental policy and energy management.
The challenges of resources efficiency and climate change feature highly on GTZ's agenda.

The present publication is a result of the Sino-German forestry cooperation " Participatory Ap-
proaches in Agriculture and Forestry" (PAAF) in Shanxi Province. PAAF started as a project in
March 2000 and has been successfully implemented in two project phases. Since June 2006, PAAF
themes have been incorporated as a component into the Sino-German Program on Forests for Sustain-
able Development in order to disseminate its results.

PAAF has been implemented by the Shanxi Forestry Department and by GFA Consulting Group
on behalf of GTZ. GFA Consulting Group is a Hamburg-based consultancy company, successfully
promoting natural resource management worldwide.

PAAF aimed at enabling the rural population and relevant institutions to apply sustainable land
use practices in order to contribute to socially acceptable, environmentally sound and economically
viable and, thus, sustainable management of land and forest resources in Shanxi Province. In order
to achieve this, PAAF developed concepts and introduced innovative approaches for sustainable for-
estry development.

In an iterative process, PAAF developed a concept for participatory land use planning ( PLUP)
which was implemented (tested and refined accordingly) in a total of 14 pilot villages, applying
suitable land use (afforestation) models. In order to cope with the special situation of the national
forestry programs, PAAF's concepts were stepwise further adjusted and tested and, finally, con-
densed into four main activities which can be applied by any forestry program.

The present publication on "the Application of Participatory Approaches in Forestry Programs"
describes the importance of the Chinese forestry programs. It then gives a short overview on the theo-
ries of participation. Afterwards PAAF is introduced, its approaches as well as its impacts achieved.

The main part of the report describes how PAAF developed its concept of PLUP, further refined it



2 Preface

into " participatory working procedures" (PWP) for three national forestry programs, and then — based
on the experiences made in seven years of project work — produced the final guideline for participato-
ry approaches in forestry programs. This guideline is the main output of PAAF, the essence of its
work. The guideline of participatory approaches in forestry programs provides main principles and
four key activities which can be applied in any national forestry program in order to improve afforest-
ation quality. Attached to the report are training materials produced by PAAF which can be used for
teaching the principles and methods of participation.

Our sincere hope is that this publication will help to improve the Chinese national forestry pro-
grams so that China will reach its national targets and also fulfill its international commitments, such
as in combating desertification, controlling carbon dioxide emissions, protecting the environment and
promoting global climate balance.

Thanks to Shanxi Forestry Department and GTZ as well as to all persons who were involved in
the development of the concepts for applying participatory approaches in forestry programs, be it
PAAF leaders, PAAF technical experts or PAAF support staff — from the provincial to county level;
and also to PAAF short-term consultants as well as the farmers of the PAAF pilot villages who were
willing to share their local knowledge.

We are pleased to present this PAAF report as a joint publication of the Shanxi F orestry Depart-
ment and GTZ, as one of a series of in total five reports. The four others deal with participatory land
use planning( PLUP) , land use models in Shanxi Province, gender in rural development, and theo-

ries and practices participatory monitoring and of evaluation ( PM&E).

: A, |
Ren Jianzhong Dr. Christine Martins
PAAF Director PAAF Chief Technical Advisor

August 2007
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