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Hebei Province is rich in cultural heritage above and below ground, whose date ranges from 1.5
million years ago to latter-day. These historic resources of different types have attracted the attention
of the world.

Xuanhua, one of the three historical and cultural cities under provincial-level protection, has been
a place where the agricultural culture of the Central Plains blended with the nomadic culture of the
north China. Therefore, it boasts amazing cultural relics and ancient sites, which are the precious
resources for us to carry on traditional Chinese culture, promote the development of advanced
culture, create beautiful life and construct harmonious society.

In order to carry forward the outstanding traditional culture, publicize the cultural heritage of
Xuanhua and build Xuanhua into a tourist city characterized by its unique historical culture, the
Publicity Department under the CPC Committee of Xuanhua and the Cultural Tourist Bureau
(Cultural Heritage Bureau) of Xuanhua directed the edit of this book titled the Gems of Xuanhua's
Cultural Heritage, which is to be published just before the coming of the first cultural heritage day.

This book can be said to be a window through which we can skim through the history of the
time-honored city of Xuanhua, feel its strong cultural atmosphere and expect its bright future.

Zhang Lifang
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PREFACE

Xuanhua, situated to the west of Beijing and Tianjin, and to the east of Shanxi Province and In-
ner Mongolian Autonomous Region, is a transportation hub. With its plentiful cultural heritage above
and below ground dating back to different historical periods, it has been designated as a historical
and cultural city under the protection of Hebei Province. In this attractive land, workers in the field of
culture and historical heritage have exerted every effort to explore and excavate many ancient sites,
unearthing a large quantity of cultural relics with unique features. To display them has this book been
edited. It illustrates Xuanhua's long history with rich culture and abundant resources. It would not
have been possible without the dedicated work of several generations of concerned workers. As fruit
of the socialist ethnical and cultural progress in Xuanhua, it is a gift offered to the first cultural her-
itage in our country.

In recent years, the CPC Committee and the People's Government of Xuanhua have devised a
strategy to invigorate the city through culture, dedicating themselves to build it into the "first city to
the west of Beijing' characterized by local culture. Comrades from the Department of Publicity and
the Cultural Tourist Bureau (Cultural Heritage Bureau) under the Party Committee of Xuanhua have
brought forth plentiful fruits, one of which is this book. Through it, we would see the magnificent
bell and drum towers, the exquisitely painted murals of the Liao tombs and the impressive ancient
city walls, etc., all of which would remind us of our forefathers who lived and worked in Xuanha
from generation to generation. This book can be said to a window, through which we would gain a
better understanding of Xuanhua. It would contribute to glorify Chinese ancient civilization, publiciz-
ing Xuanhua and promote the development of Xuanhua's cultural tourism.

When we open this picture book and enjoy the treasures created in various periods, we would be
astonished by this enchanting ancient city Xuanhua. In addition, we would understand the hu-
mankind's progressivc spirit and perpetual creativity better, which enable us to transform our sense of
pride to actions of hometown construction in full confidence.

Yuan Xiuping He Yaxing
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SUMMARY

Xuanhua, situated in the northwest of Hebei Province and on the edge of the Yanshan range of
mountains, is a district under the jurisdiction of Zhangjiakou City. With strategic advantages and
beautiful scenery, it was a place to be seized by armies through different historical periods. The civi-
lization created by the ancients has deposited a rich store of cultural heritage here.

In Xuanhua and the adjoining areas, many sites of the Paleolithic Period have been discovered.
In Yangyuan, the most promising place for the exploration of human origination, archeologists have
excavated such sites as Xiaochangliang and Donggutuo dating back to 1 million years ago, Xujiayao
of 100 thousand years ago and Hutouliang of 10 thousand years ago. In Xuanhua's Liujiayao,
Houmanling and Shuangyinzi, animal fossils have been unearthed together with human fossils. The
discoveries have revealed that people lived here in the Paleolithic Period.

Up to now, 100-odd Neolithic sites have been known to us. At the site of Liujiayao and Wang-
wan within the territory of Xuanhua, archaeological workers have dug out some stone tools and a
large quantity of pottery shards. What is worth mentioning is a figure-shaped jar with double handles
which signifies the female worship then.

During the Shang and Zhou dynasties, Xuanhua, under the jurisdiction of Youzhou, was mostly
occupied by the nomadic tribes. At Sanguan of Yuxian County, Daolazui of Zhuolu and the Coalball
Plant of Xuanhua, sites and tombs of Shang and Zhou have been found, unearthing relics similar to
those of the Central Plain.

Xuanhua served as the north frontier of the Yan State during the Spring and Autumn Period, and
was subordinate to Shanggu Prefecture in the Warring States Period, when people of many ethnic mi-
norities lived here. In 1986, the ancient cemetery at Xiaobaiyan yielded a large number of bronze
daggers typical of the bronze culture in north China. Tn 2000, 6 tombs dating back to the Warring
States Period were discovered, 3 of which were large-sized tombs with bronze jar with a loop handle,
jade pendent shaped of a dragon, jade ring, gold-inlaid belt hook and bronze ge-dagger axe, etc.,
showing the characteristics of the Central Plain culture. In addition, there are other sites and tombs of
this period found in Xuanhua area.

Han Dynasty, when Xuanhua was under the jurisdiction of Xialuo County of Shanggu Prefec-
ture, has deposited a rich store of cultural heritage here. Up to now, the Western Han tombs were
mostly discovered to the east and north of Xuanhua city. In 2000, 55 human skulls placed in a single
line were dug out at the construction site of a residential building, of which the No.49 skull was in-

serted with a bronze arrow head. The Western Han tombs can be divided into two types: brick and
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cave chambered. The former is generally buried with grey pottery articles, together with pottery with
painted decoration and bronze belt hook and mirror in a small number.

The Eastern Han tombs are often found within the city, such those in the Heping Street, Qi-
u-tianmiao Street, Anyuan Satreet and Shengli Road, etc. They are all built of bricks and mostly com-
prise many chambers, yielding bronze basin and ornaments, wuzhu coins, small-sized bone articles
and painted pottery models of tower, cookstove, livestock's pen, plate, cup, box, dog and pig, etc.,
displaying the economic development of the frontier during the Eastern Han.

From the Three Kingdoms to the Sui Dynasty, Xuanhua belonged to different administration re-
gions. But concerned historical sites were rarely found. On the contrary, the Tang's cultural legacy
was abundant, represented by tombs, some of which can be firmly dated. Most of the Tang tombs are
composed of a single chamber in an approximately square plan with a gate connected to a shaft pas-
sage in a stair style. What are frequently seen in the tombs include tower-like object, white porcelain
bowl and ewer, pottery jar, omaments and kaiyuan coins. It is no doubt that, in the Tang Dynasty,
Xuanhua was an important city in a certain form of plan.

Xuanhua went forward in the Liao Dynasty. Its gcographical location became more vital, which
can be confirmed by the great events included in the historical records. So it is not surprising that
some impressive sites and lots of Liao tombs have been found in the suburb of Xuanhua. Tombs at
Xiabali are the most predominant of their kind. In the north of Xiabali village, 4 kilometers northwest
of Xuanhua, 12 tombs at the end of Liao and at the beginning of Jin were conducted excavations,
some of whose occupiers have been known to us. Their structures are important materials for the re-
search of Liao's architectural style. And their funerary articles, such as porcelain wares, bronze ob-
jects, pottery wares and wooden figurines, enable us to gain a deeper understanding of the life of the
ethnic minorities in north China. Mural paintings have been in the spotlight since the archaeologists
went into the tombs. They were well preserved and covered an area of over 360 square meters. The
brilliantly painted works depicted musicians, tea ceremony, procession of chariots, birds and flowers,
figures of different status, children playing games, etc. Their contents are too numerous to be listed
here. In 1996, the tombs were designated as cultural heritage under the state-level protection, the re-
sult of their various tomb structures, different kinds of burial articles and wall paintings in a unique
style. In 1998, another cemetery of Liao was discovered, 500 meters northwest of the 12 tombs. They
were among the top ten great archaeological discoveries in China in the same year.

Many buildings of the Yuan Dynasty were included in the historical documents of Xunahua. But
their sites have been lost with the passage of time. In 2003, a tomb dating back to the 14th year in the

reign of Zhizheng (1277) was excavated, unearthing some porcelain wares.
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During the Ming Dynasty, Xuanhua developed gradually into a very important place, one of the
nine strategic towns established along the Great Wall. In the 27th year of the reign of Hongwu(1394),
Xuanhua was expanded beyond the plan finished in the Yuan. It was in the reign of Jiajing that Xuan-
hua ,with a population of 40 thousand, some remarkable buildings and merchants who could be seen
in every street, reached its heyday in its long history of development. From the middle period of Qing
onwards, Xuanhua became a distribution center for diverse materials. The tombs of Ming and Qing
were mostly discovered to the north and east of the city, many of which have been robbed.

The long development of China's civilization carries a rich cultural legacy in Xuanhua. Now,
Xuanhua boasts 3 sites under the state protection, 35 sites under the protection of Hebei Province, |
site under the protection of Zhangjiakou City and 24 sites under the protection of Xuanhua District.
The museum to be built will house more than 1700 collections, of which 150 have been included in

this book to enable more people to understand Xuanhua's historical culture.
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