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EHEHENFTETE:

SECTION D NOTE-TAKING & GAP-FILLING

In this section you will hear a mini-lecture. You will hear the lecture once only. While
listening to the lecture, take notes on the important points. Your notes will not be marked ,

but you will need them to complete a 15-minute gap-filling task on your answer sheet after
the mini-lecture.

Now listen to the mini-lecture.

People in Britain speak English with different accents according to where they come
from, what kind of social status they have, or what kind of education they’ve received, etc.
Among the various accents there is one that has achieved acertain eminence. It’s called
Received Pronunciation (RP). And this accent is also generally preferred for teaching
English as a foreign language and for reading BBC news bulletins. Why is it so? Let’s take
a look at how it evolved over the years, its features, its present status, etc.

Received Pronunciation (RP) had its historical origins in a dialect of English spoken
particularly in the region stretching southeast from the Midlands, which is in the central
part of England, down towards London, the capital city. The two historic university cities
of Cambridge and Oxford, though outside this region, are also considered as the place of
origin for the dialect. The dialect survived because of its association with centres of power
and influence. It was spoken by the merchant classes of London in the 14th century, for
example, and would have been familiar to students attending the universities of Oxford and
Cambridge in the Middle Ages. Its status as an important dialect was enhanced by its use in
government and official documents from about 1430 onwards. More recently, its association
since the 19th century with public schools helped to achieve special pre-eminence for its
distinctive patterns of pronunciation. So we can see in the United Kingdom, at least, this
accent is usually associated with a higher social or educational background, with the BBC
and certain professions, and is most commonly taught to students learning English as a
foreign language. For many such students it is the only accent they are prepared to learn,
and a teacher who does not use it may have difficulty in finding a position as a teacher of
English in certain non-English-speaking countries. Other names for this accent are the
Queen’s English, Oxford English and BBC English. As the accent has lost its former

regional affiliations, it is now the most widely understood and spoken of all the accents

————
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within the British Isles.

So, what are the most interesting characteristics of RP? Firstly, the relatively very
small number of speakers who use it do not identify themselves as coming from any
particular geographical region; secondly, RP is largely confined to England and there it is a
non-localised accent; thirdly, RP is a “class” accent: in England, the higher the social class
of a speaker, the less the regional accent, and also the use of local words and grammatical
forms.

As we have seen, RP, a non-regional accent based on the speech of the great public
schools, has been accepted as a standard inside England for well over a century.
Increasingly, however, there has been a tendency for the accent of educated people in
South-Eastern England to replace strict RP as the standard: RP has lost some of its
prestige, as people educated at public schools have lost their monopoly of power and
education. A considerable part has been played by the great post-war expansion of higher
education. Today, the majority of university students are not speakers of RP. Most
schoolteachers, too, do not use RP, but an educated regional accent,

This is not to say that RP has lost all its magic. It still has prestige, for example in the
financial and banking sectors, among senior government officials and officers of the armed
forces. Moreover, since it has been so fully described, it is the accent usually taught to
foreigners learning British Engliéh. But the public schools are no longer felt to have a
monopoly of “correct speech”, and the prestige of educated regional speech has risen
enormously during the past half-century. Since an educated southeastern accent is fairly
similar to RP, there is a tendency nowadays for this to be regarded as a standard; it is the
accent used, for example, by many radio and television announcers and presenters. On the
other hand, there has been a rise in the prestige of all regional accents in Britain. And it is
probable that we are moving towards the American position, in which it is normal and
acceptable for a speaker to use an educated regional accent, and there is no supra-regional

class-accent,

Thisis the end of Listening Comprehension. Now, you have 15 minutes to complete
the gap-filling task on ANSWER SHEET ONE.

EEEFRERIFET TN B Z R .0 E: Let's take a look at how it evolved

over the years, its features, its present status, etc. Y48, X B it B EE £ Received
Pronunciation (RP),

<



WEH LML, TERTUBRBRZHECHWE RMTORE B ER, FRESCUER
ERMXENZEEZRESEW. X TFRETVEFRWFEAERU, Received Pronunciation
(RP) SN2 WREREL, BEFHRHUERT, BRBEINXERTB/REET. IR
EWEEEERITIEHBESHOTER (speak English with different accents) 2T, #
MIER, EEBABRBEEELENT LR, FUFERBERAED, WEHERRRK, BX
MLRFETE, HEMBICFE TR, Wi 5 B0 S 7 T #% .

& AT AR RS I, B0

different accents, where, status, education—ONE, eminence, RP, teaching & BBC—
evolve; features; status

1. origins: dialect, S. E. of Midlands; central Eng; down London, capital.

Oxford & Cambridge
Official document, 1430))
Association—Public school, distinctive pattern,
Higher Soc & Edu background
Queen’s English, Oxford, BBC,
Lost regional affiliations—widely, B Isles.
2. Charas; 1) Small, not identify, particular geo region.
2) Largely confined to England, non-localised
3) Class accent— 4 class, ¥ regional, — { local words & grammar forms
3. RP, non-regional, (—Public school, —) standard, 100 Ys.
Tendency, educated, S. E., replace strict RP, standard
RP, lost prestige, (—)people monopoly, power & Edu.
- Considerable part, war)—, expansion 4 edu.
Majority, stu, no RP —) edu-ed regional accent.
4. RP, magic.
Prestige, financial & banking, senior offic;
Foreigner, learn,
No, monopoly, correct Eng.
E.R.S 450Ys
S.E. accent, similar—RP; tendency, standard. —radio & TV, ann & pres
4 all regional, toward Am Pos.
normal & acceptable ERA. No supra.
EEEBTEILEREER, HRNE, RO TZRECHERTE, 2, —&
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ENXBRHBCHECWR B, HESPICLRARE, BESXHBE. K5, K
ZEMEHRAFEENBEEE—, WTF:

ANSWER SHEET ONE
—TEST FOR ENGLISH MAJORS (1998)—
GRADE EIGHT

PART | LISTENING COMPREHENSION

SECTION D NOTE-TAKING & GAP-FILLING (15 MIN. ]

Fill in each of the gaps with ONE word. You may refer to your notes, Make sure the

word you fill in is both grammatically and semantically acceptable.

The Rise of RP
Historical reasons
Received Pronunciation (RP) was originally associated with a (1) spoken in

the region between central England and London, including Oxford and Cambridge.

Its survival was due to its use by the (2) in the 14th century and by university
students in the (3) Ages.

Its rise in importance resulted from its application in government and official
documents,

The prestige of its (4) pattern of pronunciation came about with its use in
(5) schools in the 19th century.

As a result, its (6) is accepted by television and the radio, the professions

and teaching English as a foreign language.

Three characteristics of RP
1) its speakers don’t regard themselves as connected with any geographical region;
2) RP is largely used in England;

3) RP is a “class” accent, associated with (7) social classes.

Its present status
Decline in the prestige of RP is the result of: A. loss of monopoly of education by the

privileged; B. (8) of higher education in the post-war period.

<wninn
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However, it still retains its eminence among certain professional people.
There is a rise in the status of all (9) accents.
We are moving towards the (10) position: general acceptance of all regional

accents and absence of a class accent that transcends all regions.

FHEMURBEECHENEEEE - NWAFRT, HEFRENZENER, 238
B 35 B (A 0

(1) dialect (2) merchants/businessmen (3) Middle (4) distinctive
(5) public (6) pronunciation (7) higher (8) expansion
(9) regional (10) American

HT HEHEETIG, KBRS REITRBE LRGSR H A
Bid RS, #EELESE.

A EF, HEm v TrE, B>

" B¥, @F RS FriL, B

€ BRF & HH, WA

* HE V% EHEE

+ 5, B — &, B

/ aF5HEFHER DR ~ Xk, EER, EES
- U - ok

A MO, HORBR Y BORBR, BB/, BORRSS
= gk n 'EAZH

? 8, ARk L i

= EF, HYTF V4 {HE2

O W, HE > < #Bxt, FE

Z. WMARr£iE 5% (Conversation or Interview)

e TEMS8 W1 HIR M E 84, SRR ROWBERNEES LR-RFAZR B XE.
BigEK, —BU—AKRIFRiF#FE (nterviewer), Fih— AR FKi#E (Interviewee), 7E
W SRS, ERXEFARBERIGTERBGRE, XNEBERH#TE - HEHEHERHERE.
— MR, EFETERIEERERRBOT SN, XXFERRET AR, BT
AR—FM—EHMNEER, FU-FBEREFGEREER, ZEFTARBEALEM,
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XM ENEWERBOINE, RADEANEERENES, FEPRNREEE LR
KFMAHRBETMERHE R, RTERRTE - FEHHW; RITFRIED—BREL
BE, HRGEMEANER. B THRANREES EHELL P OEBERF, e HR
AR EERT R, B Aox—a0r e KRR R IMAEREN S OEE, IMER
EHEEANEEETARNBERRUIE. BRERUIE, HEAWERGENRE. REX
FEA REMETR B G R VT B MEE, AMIMEE L, TRRSHE FEWT AN =8 RE.

THEHESERGRHIAE (1996 FHM .

SECTION B INTERVIEW

Questions 6 to 10 are based on an interview with an architect. At the end of the
interview you will be given 15 seconds to answer each of the following questions.

Now listen to the interview.

6. The interviewee’s first job was with
A. a newspaper.
B. the government.
C. a construction firm.

D. a private company.

7. The interviewee is not self~employed mainly because
A. his wife likes him to work for a firm.
B. he prefers working for the government.
C. self-employed work is very demanding.

D. self-employed work is sometimes insecure.

8. To study architecture in a university one must
A. be interested in arts.
B. study pure science first.
C. get good exam results.

D. be good at drawing.

9. On the subject of drawing the interviewee says that
A. technically speaking artists draw very well.

B. an artist’s drawing differs little from an architect’s.
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C. precision is a vital skill for the architect.

D. architects must be natural artists.

10. The interviewee says that the job of an architect is
A. more theoretical than practical.
B. to produce sturdy, well-designed buildings.
C. more practical than theoretical.

D. to produce attractive, interesting buildings.

ERFSERIBHGET, BEMESMAX— /N, REXNKEEH, AWHES, IHF
MR ASARME, NEEEE, SAETUEM, KEHERTHNA:

6. 6] R G (512 & B 58 — O A

7. WAER EE EAR#TMMEEEWGIREE;

8. TER¥H, ¥BAFUMTHHFLHE ;

9. BRIFBXETEMOWA

10, gRFEM BRI THEMEE,

HEHEENFZETRREH.

SECTION B INTERVIEW

Questions 6 to 10 are based on an interview with an architect. At the end of the
interview you will be given 15 seconds to answer each of the following questions.

Now listen to the interview.

A. So, you're an architect?

B: Yes. ‘

A. Do you work for a public or private organisation, or are you self-employed, that is,
working on your own?

B: I'm working for a private design and construction company.

A: How did you start your career?

B: 1 started with the goverhment.

A. Oh, did you? What made you decide to work for the government?

B: Well, it was a matter of chance really. 1 saw an advertisement for a vacant position in a

newspaper, and 1 thought, “Why don’t you try it?” In fact, I have no preferences to

where I work, public or private.

b
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And do you still have this idea, or...

More or less, yes, although I'm now working for a private firm. 1 worked for the
government for about three years. It was alright. Of course there’s the bureaucracy
one has to put up with, but it’s not that bad, if you don’t mind bureaucratic wheels
turning slowly, and things not being as efficient.

Ah-ah. And what made you leave the public sector?

Money mainly. You see, I got married, and my wife doesn’t work, and we wanted to
start a family right away. So we thought it might be better off if I moved to the private
sector. This is why it’s hard for me to be self-employed because self-employed work
has the disadvantage that there may be time, or a period of time when you're
unemployed.

I see, so did you join this company straight away or. ..

No, I worked for. . .in a couple of private firms before I came to this one.

Hmm, hmm. Now what qualifications does one have to have to become an architect?
Well, you’ve got to have a degree in architecture. That means before you apply to
study architecture in any university, you have to pass exams, usually three A-levels
with good results. Also you generally have to study sciences at school rather than
arts. . .as the basis for the subject to be studied at university level, although when you
really get down to it; the subject involves some aspects of arts too. Then you need
between six and seven years to work through, by the end of which you usually sit for
the final examination.

So you mean to take up architecture, one has to have a scientific background?

Well, yes, mainly scientific, but it helps if you have some general arts background
too. You know, architecture is not a pure science.

Now, if one wants to take up architecture, one has got to be able to draw? Is that
really true?

Well, it is.true that the work of an architect involves a lot of drawing, and to be an
architect you must be able to draw. But this doesn’t mean that if you can’t at present
draw, you won’t have the opportunity to be an architect, because you can be taught to
draw. In fact drawing in architecture is different from drawing in art. An artist’s
drawing must be good in the sense that it gives a certain impression in the mind of the

viewer, in fact some famous artists can’t draw very well at all, at least not from a
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