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Miracle, Science, Humanity and Beauty

The name of Daling preceded him, as many friends mentioned it to me. At that time, his photos of the wonderful natural scenery of Libo County were pop-
ular all over the country, making him a well-known local photographer. In the early 20th century, | came to southern part of Guizhou Province to attend the
International Photography Exhibition held in Duyun City. During my stay, | visited local areas collecting folk materials in Libo and ran into Daling by chance. He was
an active young man, warm-hearted, and intelligent. He knew art and favoured culture and photography and so, after serving as a secondary school teacher for 4
years, he took a job in the Publicity Department of the county. His cheerfulness, talkativeness and diligence were what impressed others, but | saw something
different. Daling won my applause and admiration by his thinking, his artistic culture revealed unconsciously in his words and his pursuit for photography and art,
his devotion towards Guizhou local folk culture, as well as his attitude towards life. This imbued him with gratefulness towards his hometown folks and elders -
he became a faithful man of ambition with ideals, and one with determination to achieve great works for his hometown and our nation.

Daling is not big in stature, but every time he went out to collect local art works, he had photographic equipment on his shoulders weighing about 30 kilo—
grams. Early to rise and late to bed, come rain or shine, he conquered the rugged mountain paths on.foot. Several years passed and he still persevered. Daling is
a son of Buyi Minority. Driven by his love and responsibility, devoted to his culture, he spent a lot of time pouring his blood into unearthing and revealing the
unique culture of Buyi nationality. His footprints have been recorded in many villages and items exchanged for the cultural phenomena recorded in his camera. By
this means they have endured the vicissitudes of our times despite vanishing quickly. These are valuable images with outstanding documentary value, now pre-
served for national and traditional cultural protection. Daling is an excellent artist. He has discovered and captured the beauty of Libo with his unique vision. His
works have branded its uniqueness with a sense of clarity, modesty and briliance. The photographer’ s characteristics personalized the scenery and human phe-
nomena in his hometown, making his works pleasing to both the eye and the mind. Daling is also a serious scholar with an attitude respecting science.
Photography for him is by no means simply taking pictures: it is part of a photographic culture and a tool to illustrate the natural and human aspects of his
hometown. His works are full of thought, understanding and insight. They provide detailed and convincing reasons for more and more people to come to know
Libo.

Eight years have passed away in a blink, and Daling has traversed an age gap to become a good friend of mine. Photographers in Beiiing and other areas of
China have recognized him as a cross—generational friend or good friend. Recently | heard from my friends that Daling has changed his job from art to tourism,
but he never gave up photography even when he went to do fieldwork and cave exploration in the company of experts. He had photo bags and notes with him. |
also heard them say that he studied very hard, read books of different themes, diligently learning geology and sociology from some revered professors. They say
his photo works have matured, with more and more subjects involved -+ Today’ s harvests and achievements made by Daling come from his attitude towards life,
his devotion and responsibility to his hometown, and from the earnestness with which he has pursued his career.

| have been to Libo many times. It is one of the most beautiful places in the world. People linger to absorb the beautiful scenery of the karst landforms.
You can enjoy peculiar karst cones, grotesaue stones, mountains, beautiful springs, waterfalls and streams, forest on waters. Mountains are reflected in streams
and the blue crystal lakes are so clean that you can see through to their bottom. I' m hallucinated by such a serene view! Unique minority cultures including Buyi,
Miao, and Yao shine on each other. It’ s thriling to feel the deep cultural heritage and unique glamour of the minorities. You can see the black-bricked wooden
stockaded village, the mill wheels and florid fineries as well as the brilliant ornamentation. You can enjoy the ceremonious wedding and fete, as well as watch local
dance accompanied by the instrument, Lusheng, and the drumming performance considered to be a custom with a thousand year history. The boys and girls there
are sweet, so are their songs. Libo is such a good place that several years ago my friends and | suggested to Daling that he might make a tourist volume, but
he said he desired to publish a picture book to reflect in-depth Libo’ s natural and human features that would be of value to both artists and academics. At that
time, | did not approve of his dreams. However, now, this book Dynamic Karst — Libo is about to greet its readers after several years of hard work. It’ s not
difficult to appreciate how hard Daling has tried. | was stunned by and also proud for Daling. He is such an outstanding son of Buyi, and it is so fortunate for
Libo to have a person of such a talent who has made such a great contribution introducing her to the world. The miracle, science, human culture and beauty of
Libo are illustrated in the volume from Daling’ s unique view point. | deem it evident that this volume will be an important guide for the people who would like to
know more about Libo. And I' m sure that as time passes, the literary and humanistic merit of this volume will have a far-reaching influence on Libo and help
crown her growing reputation.

| hope that more and more people pay attention to Dynamic Karst-Libo and come to Libo - a miraculous karst area.For the Preface.

Liu Lei
President of China Artistic Photographic Society

Beijing, Spring 2007
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Outstanding Example of Karst

China is the country with the greatest distribution of karst landscape in the world. It accounts for about 1/7 of its territory. Among the extensive karst
areas, that of the south of China represented by Guizhou, Guangxi, Yunnan and Chongaing, is the most intensively and richly developed, consisting of plains.
lowlands, uplands and plateaus in a humid, semi—humid and tropical—subtropical environment. It provides a full picture of how the complex geological and climatic
factors, including lithology, structure, climate and hydrology, have developed distinctive landscape features of world significance.

The average altitude of the Libo karst area is 747m, varying between 385m to 1109m. The area is a transitional zone of cone karst lying between the
Guizhou plateau and the Guangxi lowland. It matches several criteria of World Natural Heritage value because there exists a spectrum of landforms as well as a
special karst forest ecosystem with notable biodiversity (there are a number of endemic species, endangered flora and fauna and their habitats). In addition, the
exotic local culture of the ethnic groups such as Buyi, Shui, Miao, and Yao people is represented in the area. They have lived on this land for generations pro
tecting and maintaining a harmonious relationship with nature, thereby providing an example to others when we consider how to maintain regional culture and to
conduct ecological restoration and the management of rocky desertification.

Dynamic Karst 7 Libo will convince you in its own way of the truly beautiful scenery and wonderful culture of Libo karst and the book will provide more in
formation for those who want to study the area. This picture volume is expected to make Libo well known to many people and to atlract much attention to the
region.

P Williaws
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Professor in Geography, the
University of Auckland, New Zealand
Auckland, Spring 2007
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NATURAL LANDSCAPE OF LIBO KARST
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Overlook of Libo cone karst
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Libo County is located in south Guizhou Province, China. Its total area is 2431.8 km®. Libo has a humid subtropical
monsoon climatic and has unique karst landforms. The complex landforms, rich biotic resources, natural forest and unique
interaction between hydrology and geology constitute an outstanding natural karst landscape. These are exemplified by
landscapes at Xiaogikong, Daaqikong, and Shuichun River, with forested valleys, gorges, waterfalls, lakes, springs, and
deep ponds, all of very high esthetic value.

The Xiaogikong area, mainly composed of fengcong depressions, surface and underground rivers and karst forests,
is a marvelous integration of mountains, water, trees, caves, lakes and waterfalls made by Nature's engineering. The
scenic spots include Hanbi Lake, Xiaogikong Bridge, Laya Waterfall, the 68—step waterfall, Xiangshui River, the natural
forest of Guibei hill, the forest on water, the forested doline of Wild Boar Forest, Tianzhong Cave, Mandarin Duck
Lake, Wolong Lake and so on, all essential geologic, hydrologic and forested elements of the karst area.

The main scenic spots of the Daaikong area are the deep karst gorge, Natural Bridge, Underground River, Under—
ground Lake and Natural Forest. The relief is extremely steep, mysterious and magnificent, and can be appreciated from
many scenic spots such as Frightening Gorge, Natural Bridge, Aeolus Cave, Di’ e Cave. There are natural bridges in the
gorges, waterfalls in the caves, and lakes under the waterfalls, all of which make this area mysterious and worthy of
exploration.

The Shuichun River has a deeply—carved karst gorge, tufa and forested karst. The river flow is torrential, bizarrely
sculpted —even grotesque— stones emerge from the ground, numerous high ridges overlook both sides of river, and
spectacular peaks pierce the sky. Old rattans, moss and peculiarly shaped trees grow on the steeps, making the whole
gorge spectacular and vibrant. Key scenic spots are Greet Valley, Sister Shoal, Sword Peak, White Cliff, Courage
Testing Billow, Double Lions Billow, White Dragon Billow, and Long Billow.

A natural forested landscape dominates Maolan National Nature Reserve. In the special conditions, rich non—zonal
vegetation flourishes under humid subtropical conditions with a habitat of alkaline soils and karst landforms. The compo—
sition, structure. function, and response to the environment of the forest is quite different to that found in evergreen
broad-leaved forest on non—karst landforms in same latitude zone; so Maolan represents a unique ecosystem worthy of
protection and scientific investigation.
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Xiaogikong Ancient Bridge, built in the 15'™
year of the reign of Emperor Daoguang of the
Qing Dynasty (1835 AD), is on a main business
road linking Guizhou Province to Guangxi Prov
ince. Xiaogikong Scenic Area is named after

the bridge.



