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Zhou Shiyuan

Born in Shanghai China

Received the runner-up prize of QinSong 4WD car modeling competition.

Published first article in JieFang newspaper called “Play & Achieve”.

Joined Xinjichu News Broadcast Team and also designed the logo.

Joined Shanghai-XiaoZhu Ren newspaper as a photographer.

Won 1st prize in Tongyi national photographic competition.

Joined Jie-Fang daily newspaper as a photographer.

Won 3rd prize in “China-Japan” photographic competition.

Moved to Australia to further experience global culture.

First book "Primary of Life" published by LvSi publisher (Hong Kong).

First solo photographic exhibition opened at Ao-Sai gallery (Shanghai, China).

Second solo photographic exhibition opened at Gallery at Wentworth (Sydney, Australia).

Work experience at Crone Partners Architecture Studio. Completed 1st residential concept design.
An exhibition of my photographs opened at Globe college.

Co-organiser of the Tibetan Contemporary Art Exhibition opened at Gallery at the Wentworth and
Sofitel Wentworth Hotel by the former Premier Bob Carr and Chinese Consul General.

Joined the Crone partners Architecture studio as an Architects assistant.

Involved in the photographic project called "Chinese children”.
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Preface

It's difficult to write preface for Jia Hua and it becomes even harder to write preface for his son. I accompany
Yuan Yuan's growth, Jia Hua always bring Yuan Yuan to our friends gathering.  Yuan Yuan was always sitting at the
comer quietly and playing with the camera as a king of toy. He was so concentrated in it that we were quite confused
and not sure what attracted him so much? Was it our conversation or camera? - [ always treated him as a child,
because he is the youngest one of our group's children. The rest of children are quite premature, only he is so
childish and shy, his two eyebrow very specially connect together, a pair of bright eyes, you won't forget him since you
see him.  Till one day, we were relaxing in a villa nearby Tai lake, when Jia Hua by chance pointed the photos
hanged on the wall and said to us: * These photos were all taken by Yuan Yuan." I was quite shocked and can't
believe that all came from a sixteen years old child. Yuan Yuan's photo is not the common scene photograph but
an abstract picture of good combination of light and shadow. A sixteen years old child can't handle his special
compostition and tache sens, and his specific imagination to bight and shadow. One of famous photographers
commented his picture, * The child plays camera so well, almost familiar with all function. It couldn't be done by
normal photographers’. Later, Yuan Yuan went abroad to study in Australian. During his study he is doing a part

time job in an architecture bureau, but he still continue photographing. Jia Hua keeps showing us all his new
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photographs from Australian and every time I have new surprise. The characters attached for the photograph
impressed me more — they are compact but expressive, proficient with rich intension, with photo together
leave an unforgettable imagine and reverie. - He knows too much for his age, once he had vacation back in
china, still looked so young and innocent, no change at all. As a matter of fact he is really premature. Some
children are premature, just from the appearance look like an adult. Yuan Yuan's prematurity, still keep the
child looking. But the innocent and simplicity are the artists' essence. Really prematurity is like genius seeds
come up a little bit early, blossom out a little bit early and outcome a little bit early. ‘Early" is done by nature,
"early” is break the regulation, and "early" is with advance sense. Be success at the late stage is a few cases.
Geniuses are always realizing things in advance and surprise others in a special way. Zhang Ai Ling said
once:"To be famous should be as early as possible. If she was still alive nowadays and found so many super
boys and girls, and Yuan Yuan had his own photography volumes and pictures show at age 18, also some

galleries sell his pictures, probably she will have again the plaint "So early to be famous!"

Xiao Guanhong, Sep. 17, 2006
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Imagery of Thinking

A collection of Shi Yuan's photographs is to be published and spread home and abroad soon. This should
be a big achievement to a teenager of only seventeen. It was an essay full of father love in a book by Jia Hua
that gave me the first impress about Little Shi Yuan, an innocent and sympathetic boy. I personally met him in
the office of Metropolis Co,, Ltd., in Shanghai where we worked together on a plan for the Buddhist Culture
Center of Xuzhou. He enthusiastically joined in our discussion. As a teener, Shi Yuan behaved just list like a
grown-up, to be frank and wise, with a sharp volubility and original ideas. It was after [ had a chance of
appreciating his photographic works that I got go really know him. Only then could I clearly see his sharp
insight and pressing talents. - As an outsider of photography, | like to take my camera along with me, just for
recording of a city's landscape as well as the local customs so as to enrich my knowledge about city planning.
Only by having seen the pictures taken by Shi Yuan, do I get to know that our boundless universe could be
presented in photos in an extraordinary way. Usually what we see through our eyes are concrete sceneries and
images. But if we make an exploration in the mode of human’s thinking, we will find that whatever concrete
sights we have got will become impressions in our minds, imaginary or genuine. This process is called the
induction of thinking. Those images, concrete of abstract, visible or invisible, are all the products processed
from sensing to thinking. Both the pursuit of Buddhist in the vast ethereal sphere and metaphysical reasoning
of Taoist are vividly expounded in the works by Shi Yuan. With artistic techniques applied in Shi Yuan's

creations, the four-dimensional space has been condensed and concentrated on a two-dimensional paper.
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Such continuous memory based on the reality offers us a strong visual impact and a boundless imaginative space. By
using his unique language, Shi Yuan is telling us the abundance of the history, the colorfulness of the humanism and
the magnificence of the nature. His works look like misty poetry, and somewhat like traditional Chinese freehand
brushwork. Perhaps this is where the differences between records and creations lie.- The dialectical relation between
macroscopic and microscopic view and that between the known and the unknown are an eternal topic for philosophers
to discuss through generations. A wise man can deduce the unknown from the known, the invisible from the visible
and find a world which others fail to see. The saying in Diamond-sutra about "dedicating lifetimes as many as the
sands in the River Ganges to charitable acts" actrally is admirable and always makes me a little perplexed and
obscure. Nevertheless, after we have appreciated the photographs by Shi Yuan and understand the imagery of
thinking, we will be sure that what Buddhists say really makes sense. Shanghai's style art is both delicate and
fashionable, Jia Hua has become famous in Shanghai artistic circles since a lot of years. As Jia Hua's son, Shi Yuan
has been imperceptibly influenced by what he saw and heard since he was young. His power of understanding further
broadens his horizon. Instead of inheriting his father's way, Shi Yuan has selected a new way in his artistic works. Now
his works have shown us his great minds. Provided that he could apply himself to the arts with great concentration,
[ am sure that he will add wonderful works in Shanghai's style art.

Fang Peng, May 24, 2006
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My Little Friend - Shi Yuan

My little friend - Shi Yuan, is the son of one of my old friend Mr. Zhou Jia Hua. Shi Yuan is an 18-years-old,
smart and talented boy, who is currently studying in Australian.: Shi Yuan has strong personality and special
appearance: two eyebrows are connected together, like a thick black line across upon part of the face and
under the eyebrows are a pair of bright eyes. When he is communicating with you, it seems that he assimilates
all the information, for his eyes concentrate to you all the time. - He is talented and loves photographing and
painting. Those are inherited from his father, for he stays with his father all the time besides studying in school
or taking photos outside. He got influenced a lot from his father's creation, art communication. He was already
very good at pencil sketch when he was a child, he joined the photograph union when he was in third or fourth
srade in the elementary school and also published his works in newspapers and magazines. The summer
three years ago, | had a trip to Yellow Mountain with shi yuan and his father. Shi Yuan brought a digital
camera with and took photos along the way. He showed us his photos and [ was quite surprised, because too

many famous photographers already had taken Yellow Mountain and we saw too many nice photos. But from
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shi Yuan's photos, [ found the big differences. He cut-in with small angle, from specific point of view, not
included the full Yellow Mountain image but caught the spirit of Yellow Mountain tightly. He took pine forest
with shadowiness, took rocks with different shapes, and took waterfall with specific part. He climbed up and
down just for looking for his dreaming picture. [ have different point of view with him. I prefer the full-scale view whilst
he prefers the specific details and he is in process of discovery and creation beautiful imagine. Shi Yuan has
studied in Australian for two vears, he is receiving good education there, and his photograph style is developing
from realistic to nonfigurative. Recently I saw some of his new works which are almost all composing of
modern fashion art concept. His new works with intelligence impressed me very much, I can see the good
connection between eastern and western culture from it Face the nowadays various modern art, the revelation

of Shi Yuan's works tells its own tale.

Zhang An Pu, Summer 2006
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I have watched with interest, the development of this young artist since he first showed us his photographic
work two years ago. - The work indicated great promise and real flair by Zhou in his ability to look at a subject
and see not just the subject but the image that he wants to achieve. This was particularly evident when you
consider that he does not alter the image that he captures with his camera. -'He has produced a lot of work
and with the benefit of exhibitions in his home city of Shanghai and very different audiences in the students
at his school and the sophisticated art collectors who pass through our art galleries in Sydney Australia. He
was honored at his exhibition by the presence of the Cultural Consul of China is Sydney. His headmaster,
teachers and fellow students also were there to share his achievement. -He looks, thinks and photographs a
wide variety of subjects that appeal to him. He then considers carefully which images will be printed and
shown to whatever audience is interested. His purpose is the share and to learn. - He has an artistic temperament
but is not disillusioned if the impression of his photographs as others see them is different to his own. He
simply takes the comments in and adds those to his own views. Read carefully his descriptions of what each

photograph in the collection means to him. You will see and read of Space, Universe, Light, Fire, Love, Colour,
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Seclusion, and Buddha. & He is finishing his school life in Sydney this year and will earn the right go on to
university in Australia in studies that combine his love of Art and Architecture. This collection shows that
Zhou Shi Yuan is widening his understanding of life and the beauty that is around all of us if we can see it. His
spirituality and ability to show us that beauty his shines out in this collection and are best summed up in his

own words:

Art is not creation

But in summing up an abstraction of life;

To judge and present from one's own perspective,
One's thinking, reflection and awakening,

.that is what art is.

Raymond Aitken, May 2006
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[ was introduced to Zhou Shiyuan (Shi) about a year ago through a client Ray Aitken, who owns and
manages The Wentworth Gallery in Sydney. After discussions with Ray I learnt that he had a talented young
student working with him who was interested in art and architecture. He asked whether I would be able to give
him some work experience to learn about architecture. Crone Partners Architecture Studios took on Shi as a
work experience student last year in 2005. [ was immediately moved by his hunger to learn and wisdom for
a young man of 17 years. Shi has worked with me on several architectural projects and I am continually
amazed at his enthusiasm, energy, drive, creativity and all around intelligence. He learns new skills faster than
anyone | know. Shi has pitched in on architectural competitions for the office and shows great aptitude for
architecture and design. 1 have found that Shi loves to experiment. This experimentation in our office has
led to his learning of many lessons of architecture: understanding of three dimensional spaces, form, function
and the presentation of ideas. These are lessons which will apply to his understanding of design through
whatever medium he chooses. In this book, Shi presents modern photographic art with great artistry and

depth. It is approached through the eyes of a wise man, engaging the knowledge of the generations past. These
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many teachings have been taught to Shi by his father the renowned Chinese Painter Zhou Jiahua. He integrates
studies of his Chinese Heritage, Buddhism and his interest in philosophy when creating his art. Shi is a
photographer approaching his camera as a painter approaches a brush, and creates images with light and
colour which are truly remarkable. Shi approaches his photography as a pure art form as did the great
photographers in the past. This is Shi's view of the world using only the camera to create this altered visual
reality. - The colours seen in the photographs are imprints of the "heat" within the colour of the subject
captured on the camera. These images could be likened to that of infrared photography although they are not.
The images are of common objects occurring in nature with the added dimension of colour and artistry. Some
images evoke motion; some convey time and some depict surreal forms and shapes in space. Zhou Shiyuan's
photography presented in this book demonstrates a mesmerising talent demanding interest. He innovates with

photography in exciting new ways and I will follow his career with great interest...

Tracy Vincent, April 2006
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[ have known Shiyuan for only a short time but already in the first meeting with him [ realised that he was
different to any other 18yr old I have ever met. Shiyuan is one of the most talented, humble, sincere,
passionate, gentle and one of the smartest boys that I have had the pleasure to know. He has taught me so
much, and he never ceases to amazes me. I'm overwhelmed at his insight into life and his attitude to others.
['ve never met anyone quite like him. He has a way of dealing with people that constantly surprises me. His

drive for knowledge and helping others has made me realise that if there were more boys like Shiyuan, the
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world would be a better place to live in.-I know that Shiyuan's talent is beyond all expectation, and I am a big
fan of his work. If he shows the world his art, [ know he will have a huge following of fans like me. [ wish
Shiyuan all the successes he deserves, and a life filled with ongoing challenges to push the boundary's which

will allow his life in photography and art evolve into an international master artist and a star!

Alethea Gold, July 2006



