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Preface

Professor Xiong Yuezhi

Vice President, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences

Longhua, like a pearl glinting on the cultural map of Shanghai, is the town for
worshipers to offer incense in ancient temple, for citizens to take a suburban
excursion, for people to shop at temple fair, for successors to remember martyrs,
and a place distinguished with oriental and occidental features. With its long history,
Longhua has attracted numerous pious worshipers, degraded officials and dejected
poets, rich businessmen and youths in their prime.

The name of Longhua was related to a temple from the very beginning, then a
pagoda, a village, district, town and street community, which was typically born
out of religious atmosphere. While it's impossible to trace the exact time when
Longhua Temple was built, it's said the temple was erected up in the Three King-
doms over 1,700 years ago, making it the earliest temple in Shanghai. The people
of the Wu Kingdom had the inclination to worship gods and Buddhism. The evi-
dence we find is the poem line: "there're more than 480 Buddhist temples built
during the period of the North and South Dynasty" once written by Du Mu, a great
poet. Since the establishment, Longhua Temple has been visited by a large num-
ber of incense burners. Despite that it was ruined in wars and fires, the temple was
not only reconstructed but even expanded. It enjoyed the greatest fame when
granted by the emperor of Wanli's reign in Ming Dynasty the temple tablet, sutra,
golden seal and Buddha statue. In modern time, Longhua Temple became one of
the three most well-known temples in Shanghai (the other two being Yufo Temple

and Jing'an Temple). However, it stood out due to its long history and flourishing
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temple fairs. On each Eve of the New Year on Chinese lunar calendar, citizens
pool to the temple to strike the bell for blessing, longevity, fortune and marriage.
The crowded temple becomes a wonder in Shanghai.

Compared with Yufo Temple and Jing'an Temple, Longhua Temple is the far-
thest to the downtown area. With Shanghai's rapid urbanization in modern age,
the downtown becomes much bigger, higher but more crowded. Therefore, travel-
ing to the suburbs for leisure turns out to be an important supplement to metropoli-
tan life of Shanghai citizens. As Longhua boasts wide fields with a river network
dotted with red peaches and green willows, resonated with frog songs and emerged
in rice fragrance, it becomes an ideal relaxation site for Shanghai citizens. Longhua
is amiable throughout the year; it's always something for visitors to enjoy: peach
flowers in spring, coolness in summer, reeds in autumn and snows in winter.
Longhua bell is even more famous at home and abroad for a long time. At sunset,
when you're watching the sky painted by rosy clouds, weary birds returning to their
nests and tourists hurrying back home, the bell strikes all of a sudden and the
sounds reverberates over the Huangpu River. The tranquil and cool place, in con-
trast to the hullabaloo in downtown Shanghai, appears to be a reminder, relief and
nourishment. Rabindranath Tagore, the Indian poet sage, paid an enthusiastic visit
to Longhua during his short stay in Shanghai.

Incense offering and traveling introduces crowds of tourists as well as materi-
als and goods. Initially, the temple was surrounded by stores of incenses, candles
and paper products, followed by articles for daily use such as food, clothing and
groceries, and products for manufacture. Thus, it witnessed the birth of Longhua
Temple Fair and Longhua Township. Longhua Temple Fair combining incense
offering, traveling and market fair, appeared in Ming Dynasty, continued in Qing
Dynasty and reached its peak in the Republic of China. Today, under the influence
of urbanization, the once crystal clear rivers are filled and turned into cement roads,
skyscrapers spring up from the wide plains, and suburban sceneries no longer
exist. However, the old memory of "visiting Longhua on March the Third" still re-
mains deeply in the hearts of Shanghai citizens, so we can still see the crowded
temple fair.

Longhua is situated in southwestern Shanghai, some way from the county town
and concessions. But, it's close to the Huangpu River, and the Shanghai-Hangzhou
Railway runs through it. Therefore, it becomes an ideal place as a garrison, with

favorable access to both river and land transportations, and advantages to attack
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