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James A, Matisoff: This important milestone in the development of
Sino-Tibetan linguistics

It is with great pleasure that the entire world-wide community of Sino-Tibetanists
welcomes the publication of the first issue of this new journal. I am confident that it
will reflect the highest standards of scholarship, and will serve as an important outlet
for the latest research on Sino-Tibetan by Chinese and foreign scholars alike. Han-
Zang-yu Xuebao will fill a real need in the field of Sino-Tibetan studies. There are al-
ready many journals that specialize in Chinese linguistics. There is also a journal,
Linguistics of the Tibeto-Burman Area, that has concentrated almost exclusively on
the Tibeto-Burman branch of Sino-Tibetan. It is to be hoped that HZYXB will accept
papers on both Chinese and Tibeto-Burman in equal proportions, so that each of these
branches of Sino-Tibetan will illuminate each other. I realize that many scholars also
wish to include the Tai-Kadai and Miao-Yao families within Sino-Tibetan.

Whatever the ultimate genetic status of these families may be demonstrated to
be, it is undeniable that they both have been heavily influenced by Chinese, so that it
is entirely appropriate to include articles on TK and MY in Han-Zang-yu Xuebao as
well. _

Once again, hearty congratulations on this important milestone in the develop-

ment of Sino-Tibetan linguistics!
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