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Introduction

. This is a story book to be used as reading material
for upper grade elementary, middle school, and high

school students who have taken approximately 100 hours

of Chinese language instruction. The stéry is based on a
book written originally in Spanish by Mr. Blaine Ray, cre-
ator of the teaching method of Teaching Proficiency
through Reading and St(;ry-telling used to teach any for-
eign language. The story has beén modified to present to

our readers a background that can be related to students




o B r 5

who are learning Chinese as a foreign/second language. In
addition, it depicts some significant similarities among the
young people in the story in spite of their different cul-
tural backgrounds. At the end of each chapter, there are
some comprehension questions written in English. The in-
tention is for the teacher or the reader to check the un-

derstanding of the story. They are written in English be-

cause the author purposely tries to avoid any language
barrier that may inhibit any reader from revealing their
comprehension of the story in their response to the ques-
tions.

Any teacher who uses this book as reading material is en-

couraged to send feedback to the author via susan.

zhang@saschina.org.
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