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Rome’s Dreams of a Global Empire
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From the middle decades of the 3 century B.C. to the
latter part of the 2" century B.C. Rome, through a series
of military campaigns, expanded from its base in what

is modern—day Italy to become effectively a sprawling

Mediterranean empire. At the height of its power, the Roman
Empire encompassed regions in Europe, Asia and Africa and
stretched from Asia Minor in the east to the Atlantic coast in
the west.

In247B.C., the Parthian Empire (knowninancient Chinese
texts as Anxi) was founded. The Parthian Empire began to
expand to the east around 115 B.C., and conquered Armenia
in 94 B.C. At that time its realm extended to South Caucasia
and Asia Minor and covered an area of some 2 million square
km. It became perhaps the third most powerful empire in
the ancient world, behind the Han Empire and the Roman
Republic. Its overall power, however, was much inferior to
that of the two ancient “superpowers”.

The rise of the Parthian Empire made it an obvious target
for the Roman leaders as they looked to expand to the east.
They aspired to push the boundaries of the Republic east as
far as Central Asia, to the Afghan and Indian River basin
following in the daunting footsteps of Alexander the Great.
The Roman leaders craved the opportunity to trade directly
with the Han Dynasty, the enormously wealthy and powerful

empire in the east.
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Roman troops accepting the surrender
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Roman Triumph built by ancient Roman rulers to show their
military deeds
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Roman city emblem: Female Wolf Feeding Babies.

Legend has it that when the city of Troy was seized by Greece troops, the Troy
prince fled to Italy where he became the forefather of the Romans. Historically,
the kingdom was usurped by the uncle of a female king, forcing her to put her two
sons in a basket which was carried by river waters down stream. The two boys
were rescued by a female wolf who fed them with her milk. One of the two boys,
Romolo, built a town by the river in 753 B.C., which was Rome. The city emblem
derives its theme from the history.
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