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of Beauty

................................... hy Francis Bacon

Virtue is like a rich stone, best plain . st; and surely virtue is best, in a body that
is comely, though not of delicate features; and that hath rather dignity of presence,
than beauty of aspect.

Neither is it almost seen, that very beantiful persons are otherwise of great virtue;
as if nature were rather busy, not to err, than in labor to produce excellency. And
therefore they prove accomplished, but not of great spirit; and study rather behavior,
than virtue. But this holds not always: for Augustus Caesar, Titus Vespasianus, Philip
le Belle of France, Edward the Fourth of England, Alcibiades of Athens, Ismael the
Sophy of Persia, were all high and great spirits; and yet the most beautiful men of their
times.

In beauty, that of favor, is more than that of color; and that of decent and gra-
cious motion, more th-n that of favor. That is the best part of beauty, which a picture
cannot express; no, nor the first sight of the life. There is no excellent beauty, that
hath not some strangeness in the proportion. A man cannot tell whether Apelles, or
Albert Durer, were the more trifler; whereof the one, would make a personage by geo-
metrical proportions; the other, by taking the best parts out of divers faces, to make
one excellent. Such personages, I think, would please nobody, but the painter that
made them. Not but I think a painter may make a better face than ever was; but he
must do it by a kind of felicity (as a musician that maketh an excellent air in music),
and not by rule. A man shall see faces, that if you examine them part by part, you
shall find never a good; and yet altogether do well.

If it be true that the principal part of beauty is in decent motion, certainly it is no
marvel, though persons in years seem many times more amiable; pulchrorum autumnus
pulcher; for no youth can be comely but by pardon, and considering the youth, as to
make up the comeliness. Beauty is as summer fruits, which are easy to corrupt, and
cannot last; and for the most part it makes a dissolute youth, and an age a little out of
countenance; but yet certainly again, if it light well, it maketh virtue shine,and vices

blush.
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Of Studies

--------------------------- by Francis Bacon

Studies serve for delight, for omament, and for ability. Their chief use for delight, is
in privateness and retiring; for oament, is in discourse; and for ability, is in the judg-
ment, and disposition of business. For expert men can execute, and perhaps judge of
particulars, one by one; but the general counsels, and the plots and marshalling of affairs,
come best, from those that are learned. To spend too much time in studies is sloth; to use
them too much for ormament, is affectation; to make judgment wholly by their rules, is
the humor of a scholar. They perfect nature, and are perfected by experience: for natural
abilities are like natural plants, that need proyning, by study; and studies themselves, do
give forth directions too much at large, except they be bounded in by experience. Crafty
men contemn studies, simple men admire them, and wise men use them; for they teach
not their own use; but that is a wisdom without them, and above them, won by observa-
tion. Read not to contradict and confute; nor to believe and take for granted; nor to find
talk and discourse; but to weigh and consider.

Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed
and digested; that is, some books are to be read only in parts; others to be read, but not
curiously; and some few to be read wholly, and with diligence and attention.

Some books also may be read by deputy, and extracts made of them by others; but that
would be only in the less important arguments, and the meaner sort of books, else distilled
books are like common distilled waters, flashy things. Reading makes a full man; conference
a ready man; and writing an exact man. And therefore, if a man write little, he had need have
a great memory; if he confer little, he had need have a present wit: and if he read little, he
had need have much cunning, to seem to know, that he doth not. Histories make men wise;
poets witty; the mathematics subtile; natural philosophy deep; moral grave; logic and
thetoric able to contend. Abeunt studia in mores. Nay, there is no stond or impediment in
the wit, but may be wrought out by fit studies; like as diseases of the body, may have appro-
priate exercises. Bowling is good for the stone and reins; shooting for the lungs and breast;
gentle walking for the stomach; riding for the head; and the like. So if a man’s wit be wan-
dering, let him study the mathematics; for in demonstrations, if his wit be called away never
so little, he must begin again. If his wit be not apt to distinguish or find differences, let him
study the schoolmen; for they are cymini sectores. If he be not apt to beat over matters, and
to call up one thing to prove and illustrate another, let him study the lawyers” cases. So ev-

ery defect of the mind, may have a special receipt.
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Of Love

-------------------------- = = by Francis Bacon

The stage is more beholding' to love, than the life of man. For as to? the stage,
love is ever matter of comedies’, and now and then® of tragedies; but in life it does
much mischief; sometimes like a siren’, sometimes like a fury. You may observe, that
amongst all the great and worthy persons (whereof the memory remaineth, either an-
cient or recent) there is not one, that has been transported to the mad degree of love:
which shows that great spirits, and great business, do keep out® this weak passion.
You must except, nevertheless, Marcus Antonius, the half partner of the empire of
Rome, and Appius Claudius, the decemvir’ and lawgiver; whereof the former was in-
deed a voluptuous man, and inordinate; but the latter was an austere and wise man:
and therefore it seems (though rarely) that love can find entrance, not only into an
open heart, but also into a heart well fortified, if watch be not well kept.

It is a poor saying of Epicurus®, Satis magnum alter alteri theatrum sumus; as if
man, made for the contemplation of heaven, and all noble objects, should do nothing
but kneel before a little idol’, and make himself a subject, though not of the mouth (as
beasts are), yet of the eye; which was given him for higher purposes.

It is a strange thing, to note the excess of this passion, and how it braves the na-
ture, and value of things, by this; that the speaking in a perpetual hyperbole®, is
comely in nothing but in love. Neither is it merely in the phrase; for whereas it hath
been well said, that the arch-flatterer, with whom all the petty flatterers have intelli-
gence, is a man’s self; certainly the lover is more. For there was never proud man
thought so absurdly" well of himself, as the lover does of the person loved; and there-
fore it was well said, That it is impossible to love, and to be wise. Neither does this
weakness appear to others only, and not to the party loved; but to the loved most of
all, except the love be reciproque. For it is a true rule, that love is ever rewarded, ei-
ther with the reciproque, or with an inward” and secret contempt. By how much the
more, men ought to beware of this passion, which loseth not only other things, but it-
selfl As for the other losses, the poet’s relation does well figure them: that he that
preferred Helena, quitted the gifts of Juno and Pallas. For whosoever esteems too much

of amorous affection, quits both riches and wisdom.



This passion has his floods, in very times of weakness; which are great prosperity,
and greai adversity; though this latter has been less observed: both which times kindle
love, and make it more fervent, and therefore show it to be the child of folly. They do
best, who if they cannot but admit love, yet make it keep quarters; and sever it wholly
from their serious affairs, and actions, of life; for if it check once with business, it
troubles men’s fortunes, and makes men, that they can no ways be true to their own
ends.

I know not how, but martial men are given to love: I think, it is but as they are
given to wine; for perils commonly ask to be paid in pleasures.

There is in man’s nature, a secret inclination and motion, towards love of others,
which if it be not spent upon some one or a few, does naturally spread itself towards
many, and makes men become humane and charitable; as it is seen sometime in friars.

Nuptial love makes mankind; friendly love perfects it; but wanton® love corrupts,

and embases it.
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