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Sun Liping (September,1954) , servicing in Guizhou Urban Sculpture Studio at
present, has won numbers of national prizes in his sculpture career recent years. He
accomplished his courses in the sculpture faculty of Guangzhou Fine Arts Academy
in September, 1985. Mr. Sun is a member of Chinese Artists Association and
Chinese Sculpture Society, the administrative director of Guizhou Province Artists
Association, the Secretary—general of the Sculpture Art Commission, Guizhou Art
Association, and is honored to be a national grade two artist.

Exhibition Works

1980 Oppression The Second National Youth Arts Exhibition (Published on the
magazine Art in the first issue in 1980)

1989 Life-singing in antjphonal style The Seventh National Arts Exhibition

1997 Miao minority girls China Contemporary Arts Exhibition: the Sculpture
Exhibition

1997 Perilous peak The Fourth National Sport Arts Exhibition

1999 Mountain atmosphere The 9th National Art Exhibition

2001 Wonderful The Sth National Sport Arts Exhibition

2002 Happiness Outstanding award, National Art Exhibition for celebrating the
80th anniversary of the Party's birth

2003 Working of Insects (3rd solar term) The First International Biennial Exhibition:
China Fine Sculpture Exhibition

2004 Happiness The second prize of Literature and Arts Award awarded by
Guizhou Provincial Goverment

2004 Several Sculpture works were issued in the magazine Guizhou Art.(2004 the
first issue )
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Shaping Life—Sun Liping Sculptures

Zhang Chunren

When Mr. Sun Liping invited me to write a preface for his sculpture collection, I felt fear and trepidation. There are two
reasons. One is that I am not a sculptor and I don't know the profound theory of sculpture. The other is that I am not an artist and I
fear I can't look closely at his works in their proper perspective. It is just because we knew each other well early. I see him having
been making step by step progress, till today.

I think his success relies on his emotional spirit and setbacks that he has suffered. Till he saw the prints of Michelangelo,
Rodin, Buder's works (They were scarce in China in 1970's). The physical volume and vitality of sculpture attracted him. He learned
to make his first clay sculpture Oppression, which was published on the magazine A in 1980. It was very important for a learner to
build up his confidence and decide to devote his life to this way. He became a sculpture artist of newly founded Guizhou Sculpture
Studio from an ordinary staff of an art company.

80-90’ s of the last century is the most active ages in Guizhou art circles. The learning atmosphere of loving local culture and
the jock arts blew oil painting, sculpture, arts and crafts circles. During this period, Sun Liping tried his best to observe, feel and
explore sculpture and accumulate power so that he could find a way to the future. During this period he made a lot of stone carvings
and wood carvings.

For a while, he was busy with outdoor sculptures and relieves which didn't make a strong impression on me. I think the artistic
value of his works will be restricted if an artist regards business as a primary factor in his considering. Sun Liping was no exception.

During the days before or after the coming of new century, Sun Liping invited me to appreciate his works. When I got there, I
felt puzzled that he had made such large numbers of works. I can't help to quote what Mr. Rodin had said, “7hey use their own eyes to
see what others have seen, and discover beauty from the common things in others' view.” Guller ever appraised Rodin's works: “his deep love for
life and living leads him to walk along the way. When I gazed at his works, I was saturated in the kind of pleasure which can assimilate with me deeply. ”
This was my real feeling at that time. I felt a warm gas wave rising from my deep heart.

Simple person knew about nature and the heart of things in simple method. He neither research nor deliberately purse how
to mold sculptures by synchronizing with the world and making progress with the times. He is only concerned about human beings
nature and the harmony between them.

Sun Liping seems excited on his way. During several years he has molded scores of important works, which won universal
acclaim and praise.I call them Sun Liping's “own” works, because he doesn't take their commercial value and social effects into
consideration.

Many visitors say these works are full of “personality” . Though the word has complex and vague definition, it includes the
affirmations of sculptor's personality and the beauty of his works.

These sculptures express the daily acts and habits of the mountain residents who live at the edge of the society. They have no
classical homogeneous ratio, delicate bright and clean or false heroic feelings. In my consideration the ugly images in the streets and
lanes fill me with admiration through their state of mind which are not changed by material. They open their state of mind to live
naturally-sadly, happily and healthily, Sun Liping regards it as a strange “beauty” .

It is difficult for visitors to be attracted by a certain thing which is beyond form and surface when appreciating artistic works.
But Sun Liping accomplished. I indulged in those sculpture works 7a# story; /tch, Drunk, Past events, Ofd photos, Mountain residents,
Come out of the sun unconsciously and felt that I was familiarly with them. The simple, rustic, warm-hearted sculpture aroused my
innermost laugh, sadness and excitement. Sun Liping is neither a bystander nor the kind of person who takes compassion on them,
criticizes or guides them by standing high above the masses. His heart is sincere to the roles of his works. He respects their life
choices.

Though he doesn't portray and mold nature directly, I still feel mountain breeze blowing on my face. Thinsty, Village girl, Funs,
Afternoon nap, Xiao with 3 holds lead me to the quiet mountain forest, clear streams and ancient wooden houses naturally.

“Beyond form” is on the bases of harmony and unity of form and theme. The language of Sun Liping's sculpture is implicit
and comprehensive. He discards the minor details of the truth. The roles' shapes become an integral whole, especially famale's spindle-
shaped, short leg and braid (it is not only belong to Guizhou mountain resident) become suitable very much through exaggerated
tactics. Only talented artists can master the precision or it will become comic absurdity.

Sun Liping's character of molding clay sculpture by hand misleads me into thinking that he is an artist from rural environment
because it contains the deep emotion to earth and the familiarity with earth. As he says, “Give earth life in return.” 1 don't know
how a person who has been living in the city all the time could accomplish this, but he did. I am familiar with the mountains of
Guizhou so that I can understand his sculpture designs: the steadiness looks like stones suspending in midair. In short, he has been
influenced by the unique piece of land of Guizhou in all respects.

In his quiet small studio, scores of sculptures liven the room up. When 1 sit there I don't feel lonely because the sculptures bring
me back to the real human world by their rich fun of life.

Sun Liping is still young. He also has enough time to mold a richer world. I believe he can walk better and further, and more
and more people with breadth of vision will clap their hands for him,
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