D%_

Looking Back at z.m L

<<03m: s World

e




EE
7

Looking Back at the
Women's World

g

B 8 L M

HHAX TR




EHER®RE CIP) HiE

BB (LAY / R et PESCOR R,
2007.5

ISBN 978-7-5059-5557-8

Lfa ILJE MR/ - E - AR

IV.1247.5

[ iR A 8 45 18 CIP B4 £ 7 (2007) 550508845

=] 2 | g (ZJLE)

L} & | FE#

H R | @ & # 2 94 4t

% 47| PARHE LM RFTH (010-65389152)
M bb | dERKRBREAEE10S (100026)

% | 2B EBE

HERE | F R

HEEEX (B U

EHENF | FERIT F KR

EP R | b s B R £ B R A PR 2 R
F A |787%960 1/16

Ep W | 14.25

B WS\

KR | 200745 H % 1 5B 13K Ep R
3 2 |ISBN 978—-7-5059—-5557—8
EF #168.007¢

mEREMDTBBANLIRY
EEGRODERABMiGhttp:/ www.cflacp.com




002

SEadiibly

Synopsis of the Book
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This is a documentary novel that is both realistic and moving. Authoress Zhou
Jianping went to a women's prison for 8 times over the years in order to learn about
the life there. With her exquisite style, she has touched the inner world of those
women prisoners who have dropped into the deep and secluded valley. Their life
experiences from being not familiar with the ways of the world to committing
such crimes as murder, killing with poison, hooliganism, arson, homosexuality
and prostitution coupled with their heart-quivering and soul-resurrecting stories
one after another make us ponder over the trial of strength between crime and
punishment and contest between the good and evil and comprehend the drift and
distillation of their souls.

As for readers, the scenario of the book's same name and the notes taken by the
authoress at 10 interviews for the sake of writing the book added to this new
edition are no doubt unexpected rewards and rare teaching materials in the light
of appreciating the literary and film creation
Adapted from this book, the film Women'’s Valley was chosen to be shown at
the 4th World Women's Conference sponsored by the United Nations. Later it
was shown at the 2nd Shanghai International Film Festival and won the special
honorary award conferred by the festival organizing committee at the 4th
University Student Film Festival.
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Screenwriter Zhou Jianping,
born in 1964, graduated from the writer class
of Chinese Department, Zejiang University. A
former vice-president of Zejiang Film Association,
she is now division chief in charge of large-scale
activities of China Film Association, director of
China Film Association and standing director of
China Film Foundation, secretary-general of hoth -
China Xia Yan Literary Society and Chinese Film
Producers Association, director of China Tian Han 5
Foundation and vice-president of Hangzhou Film i
and TV Artists Association.
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Preface

At a literature seminar held in Hangzhou at the end of 1980s, I got to know a
young talented writer and through him I came to know Zhou Jianping. Unlike
some southern gitls, Jianping was both graceful and elegant. However, I had no
idea about her aspirations for and relationship with literature. My only impression
of her at that time was that she was so young and so simple. Pretty as she was like
a young willow standing by the bank of the West Lake, a woman’s charm was not
matured in her.

One spring day some 3 or 4 years later, I got her phone call from Cuiminzhuang
Hotel of Beijing to make an appointment to meet me. Judging by her voice over
the phone and her air at our second meeting, I felt this young willow, nurtured by
sunshine, had stood the trials and hardships of life. What made me more amazed
was that she had written a novelette of over 40.000 words entitled Looking Back at
the Women’s World based on her experience of making trips between the women’s
prison and reform-through-labor farm over the years and that she was prepared to
enter herself for an examination to be admitted into the playwriting department of
the Central Drama Institute. That was why she would like to hear my advice.

Her thick manuscript in hand, I was pleasantly surprised and heartily impressed
after hearing the hardships, humiliation, shock, surprise, sympathy, realization as
well as personal experience for creating and completing this documentary work
over the past years. | was touched by the persistence and courage of this girl who,
after overcoming so many hardships, had written with such a will a book nobody
had ever read. If her work was up to the mark, I would try my best to publish it in
Novel, a large literary journal edited by me.

After quickly going over her manuscript, I was deeply touched by her material-
selecting perspective, realistic and meticulous description as well as candid heart-
to-heart dialogue. While reading it, I often thought of Marslova created by Tolstoy
and even often misplaced my consciousness by taking the seven fallen girls in
her work for Marslova’s peers. The difference here is that the blood of Nehliudov,
the solitary “moral self-perfectionist” in Tolstoy’s masterpiece Resurrection,
has circulated into the veins of the seven girls, and more accurately speaking,
spreading into the veins of people behind and beyond bars via these gitls. Love and
hate, crime and punishment as well as life and death are exactly literature’s eternal
theme. Exploration of this theme has once and again awakened the warmth and
care that used to be indifferent, forgotten and secluded, and man could once and
again traverse the glacier of cruelty and murder to reach the sunshine of kindness,
beauty and humanitarianism.

Why then Looking Back ar the Women'’s World has over these years remained
the first book featuring the aforesaid theme until the advent of new literature’s
spring? Obviously, it is the authoress’ courage and wisdom, grand maternal love
and indomitable efforts made to spread this grand love. As a maiden work, its
composition and diction could not be free from oversights and immaturity, but it




was published in Novel at the beginning of 1993 after sent back to me again by the
authoress who had revised it according to my advice.

In the following years, came in succession the film 7he Womens Valley directed by
Xie Jin and adapted by Jianping and the collection of the scenario and the novel-
-edited by Xie Qun and published by the Press of China Federation of Literary
and Art Circles, both entitled 7he Women’s Valley. The aforesaid film, featuring
“youthful passion, student quality and cultural awareness”, won the special award
conferred by the festival organizing committee at the 4th University Student
Film Festival and was chosen to be shown at the 4th World Women’s Conference
sponsored by the United Nations, which has clearly shown its charm and resilience
as well as Jianping;s creative potential. What a pity that [ was unable to attend the
aforesaid activities as I already moved to settle down in the US by then.

I've been back to Beijing several times since leaving China many years ago and
found the young willow that had stood at the West Lake was rooted in the capital
and had grown into a gorgeous big tree, which seemed more matured, experienced,
wise and farsighted after going through hard times. At a family dinner in honor
of several good friends hosted by her and her husband—the famous artist Han
Meilin, Jianping unbosomed herself after drinking a few cups of wine. She said
that it was not only for the sake of her creative experience but for the sake of
sadness of a kind felt at the bottom of her heart— the sadness over unbalanced
love that she was then courageous enough to spend more than one year in the
women’s prison living, eating, and doing manual labor side by side with those
fallen girls. Yes, why people become so infatuated with art is that they usually
want to find themselves in it. Don’t the art creators who are so obsessed with art
also want to find themselves in it, seek to accomplish their ideals, and find a place
away from home for their self-aestheticism? Cherishing the aforesaid missed love,
the authoress, who is calling the people and life, is able to accomplish this warm
symphony. The truth she told after drunk is in fact the essence and luck any artist
should possess to create successful art works.

Reading books and people is like enjoying scenery. It is pleasant to see their crystal-
clear bottom while the impression that “They look like mountains or peaks if you look
at them from different angles, and are different from one another in terms of distance
and height” will bring to you more surprise and joy as well as lasting charm. Taking
the opportunity of reprinting the book Looking Back at the Women’s Valley, 1
have written my true feeling of Jianping and her work, and can’t help thanking and
congratulating the authoress. As she said this essay was the preface to her book, I
had to comply with her claim gladly.

By Li Shuoru
In Beijing
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