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Collected Papers from Ceramic Art Exihibition of National Art Museum of
China Research Seminar
Preface

The art of ceramics in China holds a glorious position in the world. And in these current
days when the strength of the country is growing day-by-day, we have both the reason and
responsibility to carry on our historic glory in this domain.Ceramic Art Exihibition of National
Art Museum of China was the first large scale exhibition of its sort hosted by the National Art
Museum of China. It carried on China’s rich tradition of ceramic culture, promoted the creation
of contemporary ceramics, and pushed forward Gallery research, collection and exchanges on
ceramic art. The goal of this exhibition was to show off the state of development of Chinese
ceramic art to the public and act as a testament to the age. At the same time, it was designed to
pick ceramic pieces most representative of the age to enter the Museum collection and to drive

forward history and the creation of classics.

In order to show off the full range of contemporary ceramics, and get support from specialists
in ceramics and other academic commissions, the exhibition showed off 300 pieces in three
sections, namely the traditional ceramic art, contemporary ceramic art and modern ceramic
design, to fully illustrate traditional artistry and contemporary creativity in ceramics.
That is to say the exhibition showed off the representative pieces of state-level artisans in
important ceramic-production areas in China, those of famous ceramists both domestically
and internationally, as well as the works of outstanding ceramists who are designing using
ceramics. The first section gives full expression to the luster of traditional and classic ceramics,
while the section devoted to contemporary ceramics illustrated the multifaceted nature of
ceramics in the role they play in contemporary culture. Contemporary ceramics are intimately
related to contemporary aesthetics, and represent the active requirements that the development
of the age places on ceramics. This type of model and structure could even be called a very rare

survey of the world of contemporary ceramics. After the exhibition opened, it received praise



from both colleagues in the ceramics industry as well as the public alike.

The expert research seminar that was convened at the same time as the exhibition was a deep
exploration. elucidation, exchange of experiences, and consensus-forming academic seminar
exploring the history, characteristics and creativity of ceramics. Nearly 40 art theorists and
ceramic specialists from all over the country came to the museum to confer, and engage
in debates over the on-going legacy and continual development of ceramics, as well as the
technology and innovation, education and creativity, ceramics and culture, ceramics and
life, and other areas related to ceramics. It unemotionally analyzed the state of ceramic art
and heatedly looked into the future of the art. Far more than other arts, the art of ceramics is
very closely tied to technology and workmanship. Its cultural contents have not been deeply
explored. This seminar paid close attention to the cultural significance of ceramics in the
modern age, as well as aesthetic evaluations from the perspective of ceramics itself. It also
impassionedly analyzed the high and low points of the state of ceramics production, cried a
warning about the diminishing state of ceramics culture, and issued a call for new creativity in
the ceramic arts. Its academic significance is unrivalled. And here, the conference produced a
number of collected papers that were compiled into a commemorative volume. It is hoped that
this volume will be of value to future scholars in the field of ceramics. This is a new starting

point for our museum in terms of research work into ceramic art.
It, as well, is but a preface.

Director of National Art Museum of China Fan Di’an

November, 2006
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