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Preface

“New Era Sino-Russia Relations” funded by National Philosophy
and Social Science Funds is a joint piece of work by well-known
researchers in this area in China. It’s completed to celebrate great
occasions of the 10th aniversary of establishment of strategic
cooperative partnership between China and Russia, the 5th anniver-
say of Treaty of Good-Neighborliness and Friendly Cooperation
Between China and Russia, SCO and also the beginning of China-
Russia Year,

Sino-Russia relations between the two big and important
neighboring countries have played such a significant role in their
own security and development, also in Asia and the world affairs,
that any progress in their relations catches the eyes of academic
researchers throughout the world.

In the light of China’s development in 20 years, China has
begun carrying out a sort of “power or border-oriented” diplomat-
ic policy. And since Russia has been both a power and a border
country, China pays close attention to China-Russia ties, one of
the most important bilateral relations, both at the present and in
the future.

After the Cold War, these two countries took the lead in
making progress in their relations, to come to terms with the new
situation and the diplomatic needs. And beginning from the
strategic partnership in 1996, as the two country leaders once

said,Sino-Russia relations has got from good to better, and now
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are at their best throughout history.

Past lessons and present conditions of multi-sides and
economic globalization have imposed the two countries into practi-
cing a new mechanism for mutual-relations, the essence and prin-
ciples of which have been time and again put in many political and
law documents: “Three Goods” (Good-neighborliness, friendship
and cooperation) and “Three Nones” (None alignment, opposi-
tion, and directing against any third country). These are essential
achievements of their co-efforts and model patterns of relations
between countries after the Cold War.

This progress, on the one hand, has come from the need for
self-economic development and diplomatic strategies—their inner
drive; and on the other hand, has resulted from the global and
regional development and changes—the outside conditions. More
specifical factors are: (1) Economic development is the No. 1 mis-
sion for both countries in the long run, thus both countries have
made diplomatic strategies and tasks-aiming at keeping a favorable
external surroundings; (2)Similar views about world situation and
regional affairs on both sides, so they stand together in terms of
Russia’s function in global relations; (3) Economic globalization
and mutual complement have brought them mutual benefits and
prosperity; (4) With three forces still in existence—terrorism,
disunion and extremism, as well as the peril of West hegemony,
power-politics and interferences, both Russia and China have
regarded state sovereignty and territorial integrity as their basic
goals; (5) Common concerns for the Central and East Asia and
their individual concerns, such as Russia’s concerns for the CIS
and China’s concerns for Asia-Pacific, have improved their mutu-

al cooperation.
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Based on all these similarities in interests, China and Russia
firstly became “ Friendly Neighbors”, later turned to be
“Constructive Partners”, and soon “upgraded” to “Strategic Co-
operative Partners”. Within the established cooperative mecha-
nism, they have made a series of discussions, negotiations and co-
operation in terms of mutual and global issues at different levels
in all walks of life.

As mentioned in this Book, the year of 1992—2000 witnessed
the first stage of their going-together, which has served for their
further and longer symbiosis in the new century. Great
achievements have been made in their cooperation patterns and
fields, esp. after the year 2000, mainly due to their more practi-
cal, prescient, sound and mutual beneficial cooperation. 2001
Treaty of Good-Neighborliness and Friendly Cooperation between
China and Russia marked the end of the first stage and declared a
new era of their further cooperation: a turning point from words
into deeds and a transfer from expectancies to actions. Both sides
have taken it as an assignment, which involves letting the bi-gov-
ernmental negotiations and announcements go down to practical
level with all potentialities to improve strategic cooperative part-
nership, on the grounds of which China and Russia are now head-
ing for the efficiency, feasibilities, fruitfulness in economic fields
and cultural areas: either for material purposes or for mutual un-
derstanding and trust.

Generally, China-Russia strategic cooperative partnership can be
rephrased this way: within the further cooperation frame, (1) both
sides will keep the promise of long-term friendly neighborliness for
co-development and co-prosperity and for the peoples of the two coun-

tries; (2) both sides will applaud discussions and negotiations in
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coping with international issues, making efforts to maintain and respect
each other’ s independence, sovereignty, dignity, status and proper
rights; (3) both sides will work harder together to make world peace
and maintain global stability, bringing the multi-world a New Order of
justice and reason.

Any step forward in Sino-Russia relations occurs not at all
automatically, spontaneously or smoothly. In fact, there are still
some limitations and unfavorable factors, which need our atten-
tion as stated in this Book. Quite a few details,including operat-
ing system, need specifying in the course of implementation and
practice within the “big building framework” (of strategic cooperative
partnership). In this case, problems from different strategic interests,
peoples’ characteristics, cultural and historic backgrounds will emerge,
which has become“commonplace” and setted by down-to-earth meas-
ures instead of over-tension or overemphasis. And any poor solutions
to them may lead to conflict and distrust, leaving the “strategic cooper-
ation” an official paper only for both sides. Traditionally, this has
been the case with Sino-Russia relations: “active authority and in-
active public”. Actually, to furnish the “big building” of the two
country relations is more difficult than to construct a framework
for this big building. Intelligence and efforts are still necessary.
What’s more, long-term stability comes from understanding and
trust between the two peoples, and this takes time to achieve.

Writers of this Book have touches all areas in Sino-Russia
relations, and hold confidence for the future. Firstly, faced with
sophisticated global situation, both China and Russia will expand
and develop their cooperation on the base of their stable and long-
term relations; Secondly, with further economic cooperation,both

China and Russia will become more mutual-dependent and mutual-

FRARWREFEENR




10

beneficial, which will, together with their security, not stop them
from maintaining their strategic partnership;and thirdly, mutual trust
will be the key for the depth and width in their future strategic part-
nership.

The first part of a dissertation book about Sino-Russia Relations
composed by the Far East Studies of Russia Science Academy in 2005
had a lot focus on China’s policies at home and abroad by Russian
researchers, who also thought that China policies had played an impor-
tant role in Sino-Russia relations and constituted a foundation for the
study of Sino-Russia relations in the future, Such is the case in regard
of our work, Based upon general study of Sino-Russia relations, we fo-
cus on Russia domestic and diplomatic policies and dwell upon condi-
tions for Sino-Russia strategic cooperarion in various phases in view of
Chinese scholars, We step into further analysis of Russia policies and
Sino-Russia relations under such background.

Writers of this Book are from Russia, East Europe and
Central Asia Studies of Chinese Academy of Social Science and
from practical cooperative project workers with Russia ( Their
names and contributions are listed in the Chinese preface, also at-
tached to the chapters or sections). Their analysis on both gener-
al and specific issues are of theoretic and practical value.

The study of Sino-Russia relations is rather complicated. It
involves constant adjusting and progressing at a wide range of
fields and aspects. Also, some newly born issues are still at its
early stage and some specific cases at border are to be investiga-
ted. such as “ small none-border business at the border”. So we

sincerely expect comments from other researchers and readers.

Jiang Yi
April, 2006, Beijing
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